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City of Fitchburg mayoral candidates Aaron Richardson, above left, and Jason Gonzalez, above right, discussed leadership, economic development and the
future of the Town of Madison during a 90-minute forum hosted by the Fitchburg Star Feb. 20. Gonzalez has been in the office for two years, while Richardson has been a District 3 alder for the same years. The winner April 2 will be elected to a one-year term.

Gonzalez, Richardson
highlight differences
Leadership, development
among key topics ahead of
April 2 mayoral election

Regents repeat at
state

development can win him re-election. Challenger and Ald. Aaron
Richardson (Dist. 3) hopes voters
will appreciate his long-term commitment to the city.
That, and other key contrasts,
were on display at the Feb. 20 maySCOTT GIRARD
oral forum hosted by the Fitchburg
Unified Newspaper Group
Star.
With about 25 people in attenMayor Jason Gonzalez
believes two years of economic dance in council chambers at City

Hall, the candidates spent around
90 minutes answering questions
about some of the biggest issues
likely to come up in the one-year
term they’re running for on the
April 2 ballot.
The length of that term, part of
facilitating a staggered election
cycle in the future, set up one of the
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Art Crawl artist creates playful, emotion-filled art pieces
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Unified Newspaper Group

Whether it’s been illustrating children’s books, face
painting or cake decorating,
Fitchburg resident Christy
Grace has been creating art
since she was a child.
PRSRT STANDARD
ECRWSS
US POSTAGE

PAID

This
month, Grace
will create
shadow boxes in front
of anyone
who wants
to watch
as part of

Grace

the Fitch-Rona Art Crawl.
She’ll be hosted at The Purple Goose, 101 N. Main
St., Verona, and will create a set of artwork from
5-8 p.m. Friday, March 22,
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 23, that will be
judged as one entry at the

end of the event.
In addition to the
three-dimensional pieces,
Grace creates paintings,
drawings and jewelry. She
describes her artwork falling into mainly two camps
– one of playful, storybook
creatures and scenes and

another set that allows her
to express how she feels
about what’s happening in
her life.
“There’s the whimsical children’s illustration,
more magical things, like

Turn to Grace/Page 9
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Energy goal: All
renewable by 2030

City of Fitchburg

City terminates rideshare contract
Staff plans to look for
other vendors, ideas
JIM FEROLIE
Verona Press editor

A little more than a year
after starting a pilot rideshare
program, the city and operator are pulling the plug.
The program started in
October 2017 as part of a
budgetary compromise to
address transportation inequities, particularly on the
northwest side of the city, but
it never reached the ridership
that was planned and was
logistically complicated.
At the request of the operator, Richwood Transport,
the service will end March 9,
but staff will continue to look
for alternatives.
At the Common Council’s

Feb. 26 meeting, city administrator Patrick Marsh
reported Richwood had
approached him about canceling the contract, noting
that the city had projected
7,000 rides over the first year
and only 1,300 had been given.
“The majority were repeat
users, with a couple of those
receiving the vast majority,” he told the council. “It
wasn’t as spread out as we
had hoped.”
Alders spent about 10 minutes discussing the problems
and needs of the community
and alternate ideas.
Among the alders’ concerns were that there wasn’t
enough awareness of the
service, that the operator
struggled to make it available 24/7, that the city has a
large area to serve and that

it might be more useful if it
allowed transport to neighboring communities or were
not constrained to bus stops
and landmarks.
“There will be other
opportunities to provide this
kind of service, we just have
to do a little more homework,” Ald. Tony Hartmann
(Dist. 4) said.
Marsh said the city will
probably solicit proposals
and find another operator, but
he expected there to be a gap
in service of at least two or
three months.
The provider was required
to give a 30-day notice to
cancel the service, and the
council unanimously accepted the termination of the contract.
Email Verona Press editor
Jim Ferolie at veronapress@wcinet.com.

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Unified Newspaper Group

For nearly a decade, the
City of Fitchburg has been
working toward a clean energy goal it set by joining a
global agreement.
Tuesday, Feb. 26, the Common Council took another
step by committing the city to
meeting 100 percent of the its
electric needs from renewable
energy resources by 2030.
The resolution doesn’t
define how the city would
meet that goal, but rather
stands as a declaration of
intent to reduce its carbon
footprint and investing in
renewable energy sources.
The resolution also prioritizes the city halving its energy usage by the year 2050.
Alders unanimously
approved the measure after
little discussion.
“I think this a great initiative for the city,” Ald. Julia
Arata-Fratta (Dist. 2) said.
Mayor Jason Gonzalez
agreed.
“I think it’s a no-brainer,”
he said.
In 2010, the city joined the
U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement, committing
to 25 percent renewable energy usage by 2025, retrofitting
government buildings to hold
solar arrays and designing
them into new construction.
The city was also recognized as a solar-friendly community by the U.S. Department of Energy with a bronze

RE-ELECT
JULIA
ARATA-FRATTA
FOR ALDER DISTRICT 2 SEAT #3 CITY OF FITCHBURG
Accomplishments:
→ Hosted Listening Sessions for neighbors on safety and city issues
→ Increased funding for Healthy Neighborhood Initiative
→ Supported developments that offer housing for Senior Residents
→ Helped Create Hundreds of New Jobs by supporting business expansions
→ Supported sound public investments while Keeping Taxes Low

Community and Public Leader:
→ Alder & Chair of Community & Economic Development Authority
→ Alder & Chair of Finance Committee
→ Alder on Plan Commission
→ Co-Chair of Forward Fitchburg Strategic Economic Initiative
→ Latino Consortium for Action founder & member
→ Board member: Madison Region Economic Partnership (MadRep)
→ Centro Hispano of Dane County: Scholarship Committee member

level distinction.
Converting all city operations to clean energy would
require more than just the
buildings to be run off of
renewable resources by 2030
– it would also include all
vehicles be electric and powered by energy made from
renewable sources, as well as
any government infrastructure
around the city.
Other Dane County communities have committed to
using 100 percent renewable
energy within the next 20 to
30 years, including Middleton
and Madison, and so has the
City of Eau Claire two hours
north. The council’s Feb. 26
packet states there are more
than 70 other U.S. cities that
have adopted resolutions
working toward 100 percent
renewable energy, and another five that have fully implemented them already.
“Benefits” for the city,
according to documentation
in the packet, include a reduction in energy costs, the ability to reallocate funds to city
services, an increase in residents and business startups
who want to be in a city that
cares about clean energy and
increased health and quality
of life.
Two people registered to
speak in favor of the measure,
with Don Ferber, a “neighbor” to the city as a Madison
resident and a member of the
Four Lakes Sierra Club, telling the council energy from
renewable sources is more
cost-efficient and the price of

clean energy infrastructure is
decreasing.
By “getting on the bandwagon now,” the city is avoiding potential price hikes in
fossil fuel energy sources, he
said.
Stacie Reece, who has been
the sustainability program
coordinator for the City of
Madison since November
2018 and worked for the City
of Middleton when it passed
its 100 percent clean energy
resolution, told alders she was
“excited” to see Fitchburg
take up their own resolution.
Each community has a
responsibility to the others to
work toward reducing their
carbon footprint, Reece said.
“Although each of our
communities are unique in
size and scope, the challenges
we face due to the impacts of
climate change are shared,”
she said. “Carbon emissions
are not beholden to municipal
borders and or jurisdictional
rules, and the solutions to
achieve 100 percent renewable energy and net-zero carbon are also shared.
Ald. Tony Hartmann (D-4)
said this resolution was a way
of the city opting back into
the Paris Climate Agreement,
of which President Donald
Trump pulled the U.S. out of
in June 2017.
“We have the opportunity
to do some forward-thinking
… initiatives,” he said. “I feel
like we’re already on top of
this, and this is really just the
next step.”

Healthy Neighborhood grant apps due March 22

Vote Tuesday April 2, 2019
Authorized and Paid for by Friends of Julia Arata-Fratta • www.juliaforalder.com • silarata13@gmail.com
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SHE HAS PROVEN TO BE AN EXPERIENCED,
RESPONSIBLE, AND COMMUNITY FOCUSED LEADER

Nonprofits hoping to
receive a grant through the
City of Fitchburg’s Healthy
Neighborhoods Initiative
have until March 22 to apply.
The grant period opened
Feb. 4.
The HNI program is
f o c u s e d o n i m p r ov i n g
three specific Fitchburg

Mayor

Jason C.

neighborhoods: Verona
Road West, Belmar/Renaissance on the Park and North
Fish Hatchery Road. Applicants must show how they’ll
impact one or more of these
neighborhoods to be eligible
for a grant.
The application form and
guidelines can be found on

the City of Fitchburg’s website at fitchburgwi.gov/2571/
Programs.
For information, contact
city community development
planner Wade Thompson at
270-4258, or wade.thompson@fitchburgwi.gov.
– Scott Girard

Re-elect Mayor Jason Gonzalez

Gonzalez Vote Tuesday, April 2nd
R Reduced taxes every year as Mayor
R Initiated and funded the Healthy
Neighborhoods Initiative to strengthen
challenged neighborhoods
R Increased public safety with additional police
ocers and re ghters

ENDORSED BY 6 OF 8 FITCHBURG ALDERS

“Mayor Gonzalez is a strong,
straightforward, and visionary Mayor
who cares deeply about our City and all
its people. Let’s re-elect him to keep us
moving forward.” —Alder Tony Hartmann

LE T’ S K EEP M OVI NG F ITC HB U R G F O R WA R D
PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF JA SON C. GONZ ALEZ
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Gonzalez disciplined
while at OFD in 2007
Unified Newspaper Group

City of Fitchburg Mayor
Jason Gonzalez was disciplined for
sexual harassment and
skipping shifts
while working
for the Oregon
Fire Depart- Gonzalez
ment in 2007.
According to disciplinary
records first acquired by The
Capital Times and separately
supplied to the Observer by
the OFD, then-23-year-old
Gonzalez was suspended for
30 days for comments made
during “unwelcome phone
calls” to another member of

Contact Scott Girard at
ungreporter@wcinet.com
and follow him on Twitter
@sgirard9.

North Fish Hatchery reconstruction

SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

The construction schedule and project plans for the
upcoming North Fish Hatchery Road reconstruction
project will be presented at
an April public information
meeting.
The project, which is
expected to begin late this
year and continue into 2021,
will replace pavement, retaining walls and storm sewer
from south of the McKee
Road intersection north to the
Beltline.
The April 8 meeting is
the third and final public

North Stoner change postponed again
On the web

JIM FEROLIE
Fitchburg Star editor

With several people in
the audience registered and
prepared to speak about
a controversial plan to
change the zoning in the
North Stoner Prairie Neighborhood, nobody got to discuss it.
Not even the alders.
Two successive motions
to defer the discussion were
put up in rapid-fire succession, and the second one,
for April 23, passed on a
roll-call vote.
Ald. Tony Hartmann
(Dist. 4) asked questions
about the procedure and
tried to get around the
parliamentary rule that
appeared to made the
motion non-debatable, but
he was cut off.
“Tony, without discussion, we can’t do that,” city
administrator Patrick Marsh
explained. “If it votes it
down, you can pick another

Council used ‘nondebatable’ motion
to table incorrectly:

ConnectFitchburg.com
date.”
The motions were actually phrased as tabling, which
according to standard parliamentary procedure, takes
precedence over all other motions and cannot be
debated. The effect of the
motions, however was a
postponement or deferral,
meaning the procedure was
used incorrectly.
The item up for review
by the council had already
been put off from the Feb.
12 meeting, which was
one day after the League of
Wisconsin Municipalities
had issued an opinion that
the council could not make
a change to the comprehensive plan without the Plan
Commission’s approval.

the new design, with “a higher level of decorative streetscaping at multiple locations
along the corridor,” according
What: North Fish Hatchto the project website.
ery Road project meeting
The meeting will also have
When: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
a
Spanish-language
interpretMonday, April 8
er present.
Where: Wyndham
For information on the
Garden Hotel, 2969 Cahill
project or to see materials
Main
from the two previous public
meetings, visit fitchburgwi.
Info: fitchburgwi.
gov/2504/North-Fish-Hatchgov/2504/North-Fishery-Road-Reconstruction
Hatcheryor click on the EngineerRoad-Reconstruction
ing and Construction menu
item under the public works
information meeting before department section of the
the project begins, and will city’s website.
run from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
at the Wyndham Garden
Hotel, 2969 Cahill Main.
The presentation will start at
5:45 p.m.
A multi-use path on the
west side of the road is part of

If You Go

Elect ED KINNEY
Experience & Background:
• Fitchburg Plan Commission – 23 years, Vice Chair
• Fitchburg Ag & Rural Affairs Committee – 15 years, Chair
• Fitchburg Housing Task Force
• Community Banker – Commercial Loan Officer
• Member of 7 generation Fitchburg family
• B.B.A. University of Wisconsin - Madison
Focus as Alder:
• Storm water management
• Hold the line on spending
• Collegial relationship with Mayor and other Alders
• Update of Comprehensive Plan
o Balance of residential and commercial growth
o Protect natural resources, open space, and our
agricultural economy
o Continue to create a Fitchburg where future
generations will want to work and live

PLEASE VOTE

General Election April 2, 2019
Authorized and paid for by Ed Kinney

It’s like having a banker
in the family.

Re-Elect
TOM
CLAUDER

Fitchburg is our home. We live here.
We work here. We are your neighbors.

Alderperson
District 4, Seat 7
City of Fitchburg

Jim Campbell, Chairperson
Town of Madison

Feel at home with your hometown bank.
Visit oakbankonline.com to learn more.
adno=51923

Authorized and paid for by Friends of Tom Clauder, Tom Clauder, Treasurer

“

Most of our clients
are with us because
of the relationship.
Being in a smaller
banking environment
where I really know
my clients helps me
know their voice,
where they like to
vacation, what their
kids’ names are.

”

“In the upcoming Election in the City of Fitchburg, I urge
Fitchburg residents in District 4 to vote for Tom Clauder.
As chairperson of the Town of Madison, I have had the
opportunity to work with Tom on City issues. Tom works
hard to represent all of the City of Fitchburg interests.
Please vote for Tom as your representative
for District 4 and all of Fitchburg.”

VOTE
April 2nd

The commission and
council had been unable to
agree over the past several
months on how to change
the comprehensive plan to
address neighborhood concerns.
The original neighborhood plan was changed in
2017 to allow high-density zoning (no limit), and
it met with no resistance,
but when developer Chris
Ehlers proposed a high-density, “affordable” condominium complex there,
east of Seminole Highway
and south of McKee Road,
neighbors objected and
asked for the plan to revert
to its previous cap on density, 5-9 units per acre.
The commission disagreed and recommended
a compromise of 16 units
per acre, but the council did
not agree, and in November
it voted 4-4, with Mayor
Jason Gonzalez breaking
the tie, to send it back to the
commission.

Fitchburg Alderperson District 4, Seat 8

Final public meeting April 8
Project plans,
schedule will be
presented

City of Fitchburg

adno=61970

SCOTT GIRARD

inappropriate and there was
no place for it at the workplace,” he wrote. “As the most
senior member of the department in the room at that time,
I should have put a stop to the
conversation immediately and
not allowed it to continue in
the direction it went.”
In a statement to the press
on Feb. 15, Gonzalez wrote
that he “did not make the
harassing phone calls that
night but I did not stop them.”
He declined a request for further comment.
“The people of Fitchburg
know me as a caring and
compassionate Mayor who
works hard on behalf of every
resident,” he wrote. “I am not
perfect, but I am a better person – and a better public servant today — having learned
from my past mistakes.”

3

– Mary Schuchardt,
SVP Business Banking

5951 McKee Rd, Suite 100 • Fitchburg, WI • 608.441.6000 • OakBankOnline.com

adno=54800

Mayor was
suspended for
sexual harassment

the department in June 2007.
The records state two other
district staff members were
also involved in the calls.
He was also disciplined
later that year for missing
seven shifts in September and
October without notifying
the officer in charge. A letter on those incidents states
that Gonzalez put the district
in a “serious position” when
he was “part of the crew to
make the ambulance legally
staffed.” If he missed another
shift, according to the letter,
he would have been dismissed
as a paid-on-call employee.
Included with the records
was an apology to the victim
of the harassment written that
October, in which Gonzalez
wrote that he was “not aware
that you had been called and
my comment was not directed
at you,” but rather at another
of the three offenders.
“Though I did not intend
for you to hear my comment, the comment itself was

Fitchburg Star
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Letters to the editor

Vote Matthew Jones for D-4
I encourage all District 4
residents to vote for Matthew
D. Jones, candidate for the
Fitchburg Common Council
in the spring election. Matthew’s education in urban
planning, his demonstrated
commitment to the city and
his fresh ideas on the issues
and opportunities facing
Fitchburg make him the better
candidate for our district.
Matthew’s education in
urban planning and his work
in zoning, economic development and comprehensive
plan development make him

the most uniquely qualified
candidate for this election.
I’ve worked with Matthew as
he successfully led a community-based nonprofit focused
on making Fitchburg a better
place to live. I support his
platform of ideas to help our
district and our city succeed.
Please join me in voting for
Matthew D. Jones for District
4, Seat 7 on the City of Fitchburg Common Council on
Tuesday, April 2.
Gary Berger
City of Fitchburg

Rice is ‘knowledgeable, transparent’
Join me in voting for Janell
Rice on April 2. After being
involved in several issues
facing our district and city, I
decided she is the best candidate to lead our city forward
as the alder for a District 4,
Seat 2. I find Ms. Rice:
• Very knowledgeable concerning fiscal matters. She
will help keep our taxes in
line while promoting reasonable growth.
• Very interested in transparent government. Janell
will help us know the issues
and be willing to discuss
those issues with all sides.
She believes Fitchburg

needs to keep the promises
it make and to have an open
process so that we can trust
our government and feel
that we are heard.
• Very interested in carefully planned growth that considers the impact it has on
our natural resources, traffic, and the quality of life
for all Fitchburg residents.
She believes in looking for
ways to solve problems
such as traffic issues when
developments are built rather than saying they will be
addressed at a later date.
Rita Burke Henricks
City of Fitchburg

Read more letters to the editor
Page 5
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Healthy Living

Better sleep can solve a lot of problems

P

atients show up to a chiropractic office these days with
different complaints compared
with 50 years ago.
Back then, a person might have
a neckache or
backache, but
today they often
have additional
health problems
that come with
their pain.
If we zoom
out to get the
10,000-foot view
Konopacki
on the way our
health problems
are changing, we see new, different
and more stress that affect us today.
What we call normal life has your
brain and nervous system constantly
bombarded with input. unless these
stress programs are reset, you can
show signs of an overactivated or
exhausted nervous system.
Sleep and digestive problems are
common signs of this. One in three
Americans has difficulty with their
sleep, and one in 10 has chronic
insomnia.
One of the first things I watch
for as I begin treating patients who
need to reset stress in their nervous
system is whether they sleep better.
To me, this shows that hormones
are balancing and healing and that
repair and regeneration are happening on a deeper level.
Normal sleep means you get to
sleep within 30 minutes (ideally
within 15). You’d sleep deeply and
wake up feeling rested and energized, ready to start the day.
We’ve all had the experience of
going a night or two without sleep,
and you probably felt quite “off.”
Low sleep affects mental performance, hormone balance, weight
gain and many other factors that

change how we feel every day.
Sleep problems manifest in many
ways, like difficulty falling or staying asleep and feeling tired and
sluggish in the morning. Daytime
drowsiness, zoning out during a
conversation and altered memory
and concentration are other signs.
Waking and not being able to fall
back asleep can be related to cortisol levels.
Cortisol is a hormone made by
your adrenal glands that helps your
body adapt to stress. It goes up and
down during the day, but it is higher
in the morning and lower in the evening. When your body has the right
amount of cortisol, you are more
likely to sleep well.
Anything that gets you worked up
toward the end of the day (watching
an exciting game right before bed
or having a stressful conversation)
triggers a release of extra cortisol
and can make it more likely that
your sleep will be interrupted. Conversely, things that regulate cortisol
levels often lead to better sleep (like
meditation and relaxation techniques).
The kind of exercise you do and
when you do it can also influence
cortisol levels. If you have disrupted
sleep, you might try exercising early
in the day, as this will avoid an evening cortisol spike.
If there is a new situation in your life
causing sleep problems, vigorous exercise often is helpful to decrease cortisol
levels and reset your body from stress.
But if you’ve been under intense stress
for a long time and it’s affecting your
sleep, you might want to stick to light,
easy exercise. This helps avoid further
depletion, which can again activate the
stress response, another trigger for cortisol release.
Difficulty getting to sleep can be a
problem with the hormone melatonin.

Melatonin is released in response to
low light at the end of the day, and it
helps us fall asleep. If melatonin production is affecting your sleep, there
are a few different things to consider.
If your body is not releasing enough
melatonin before bed, it may be related
to your evening light exposure. Many
of us have heard we should shut off our
screens at least an hour before bed, and
this is why. The light from our devices
can slow our body’s melatonin production, making it hard to fall asleep.
If you have low melatonin for reasons other than light exposure, we can
look upstream to a building block that
is turned into melatonin. Tryptophan
is an amino acid found in foods that
contain protein. If you are deficient in
tryptophan, or if you can’t digest and
absorb protein for any reason, you
won’t be able to make enough melatonin.
Specific nutrient supplementation
can help in some cases, whether it’s
melatonin, digestive enzymes or
something else. Before advising supplements, however, I always consider
the metabolic capacity of person. If a
patient is coming from a strong state of
depletion, I have found lifestyle changes will need to be taken more slowly
at first to avoid taxing the system and
creating further depletion.
We’ve all had the experience of
amazing sleep – sleeping so well you
want to tell someone about it the next
day. Now imagine many days in a row,
months even, of that same deep, restorative sleep.
You’d feel better and have more
energy for the things that are important
to you.
Dr. Laura Konopacki is the owner of
Body Wave Chiropractic in Fitchburg,
and she has additional training in
pediatrics and functional neurology.
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Leopold program keeps garbage out of landfills

D

uring the 2017-18 school year,
Aldo Leopold Elementary
School had daily garbage
pickups.
This school year, Madison’s largest
elementary school has reduced that to
three times per week.
This has been made possible by a
parent-led effort involving students,
faculty, custodial staff and volunteers involving a sustainable cafeteria
recycling/waste reduction program .
They’ve kept an estimated 4,500 bags
of garbage out of a landfill since the
start of this school year.
This recycling/waste-reduction
program could definitely benefit other
schools, and it’s designed to be easily
duplicated.
It began when Fitchburg Resource
Conservation Commission (RCC)
member Kim Warkentin joined her son
for lunch while he was in kindergarten
and noticed how much waste was going
into the garbage. With Leopold School
feeding more than 700 students each
day, it was obvious the positive impact
Leopold could have on the environment
by reducing waste in its cafeteria.
She brought this idea to the Fitchburg
RCC, and they were in full support of
it.
She and Chris Jimieson, another
RCC member and Leopold parent,
started by noticing the disposable
paperboard trays were taking up a lot
of space in Leopold’s waste stream.
These trays have dividers much like TV
dinners and are used every day for the
students’ lunch.
Since food residue is an issue with
recycling and many area elementary
schools do not have a dishwashing
operation, Chris and Kim focused their
efforts on reducing waste volume and
recycling clean paperboard trays and
cartons of milk and juice.
The first part is simple. When clean

am thrilled when students ask me about
the recyclability of other items.
The program was sparked by two
people and their passion for the environment, and it had three key elements.
First, staff input and buy-in was
essential. They started by getting the
trays are stacked together, they can
support of the Leopold principal Peg
be recycled along with the cartons.
Keeler, the administrative staff, the
When dirty trays are stacked together,
teachers and the custodians.
they take considerably less space in
Then, they held educational assemthe garbage (at least until composting
blies prior to launching to explain the
becomes feasible). That translates
program to students and staff.
to fewer garbage bags and lower
Finally, they modified the garbage
waste-hauling costs.
area, adding containers for students to
The involvement and support of the
empty liquid from the cartons, recyMadison Metropolitan School District
cling containers for the cartons, instruc(MMSD) Food and Nutrition team has tional signage and a table for separately
made it possible to make improvements stacking clean and dirty trays.
district-wide.
After initial fine-tuning, Kim and
One example is the large reduction
Chris learned that program consistency
in the number of plastic straws being
is important so the process can become
used across the district. Plastic straws
routine for the students and sustainable.
need to be removed before cartons can They and other volunteers periodically
be recycled. Now that the straws have
monitor during lunchtime to correct
been eliminated (which is better all the students when necessary. Kim and
way around for the environment), stuChris also made cut sheets, explaining
dents no longer need to remove them,
the program and documenting the processes to assist staff and custodians.
making it much easier for the students
“It has been very rewarding to see
to recycle the cartons.
the students carrying on Aldo LeopThe support of Leopold’s staff has
been fantastic. Students from kinderold’s legacy of conservation by taking
garten through fifth grade are now pro- pride and ownership of the cafeteria
ducing a clean recycling stream with
recycling effort while making a huge
almost 100 percent compliance.
impact on the environment, school and
Prior to the cafeteria recycling/waste community,” Kim told me.
reduction program, Leopold averaged
If you’re interested in helping with
about 60 bags of garbage/day. Since
this program at Leopold or starting
then, the cafeteria has been averaging
a program at another school, please
about 15 bags of garbage/day. The
contact Claudia Guy, City of Fitchburg
potential for savings in garbage bags
environmental project engineer at 270and waste hauling costs district-wide is 4262 or email Claudia.Guy@fitchtremendous.
burgwi.gov.
In addition to the cost savings, Leopold’s program empowers students to
Diane Streck is a member of Fitchbe better stewards of the environment,
burg’s Resource Conservation Comwhich they will hopefully share with
mission
their families. When I am monitoring, I

ConnectFitchburg.com

March 8, 2019

Fitchburg Star

Richardson has ‘strong leadership’ Clauder ‘listens to constituents’

Vote Tom Clauder on April 2

The City of Fitchburg
needs strong leadership. As
our community evolves, to
face the issues of today and
prepare for the challenges of
the future, Aaron Richardson
is the right person to lead.
Aaron is a lifelong Fitchburg resident, dating back five
generations. Aaron has proven to be a tireless advocate for
the city, currently serving on
the City Council as an alder
for District 3, while serving
on numerous committees and
task forces including Public
Safety and Personnel committees, is a member of the
Lions Club and spends time
with youth as a coach in our
Fitchburg Basketball League.
With his deep roots and
years of service to the city,
Aaron has developed a vision
for the future in what our city
needs to progress as one of
the best places to work, play,
live, and to raise a family
in Dane County and in the
greater region. Aaron’s vision
includes important investments in our city departments
and services including senior
center, parks and recreation

I knew Tom Clauder
when he patrolled our
streets as a Fitchburg
police officer. I knew him
when he was our mayor
and made Fitchburg a
better place to live. I have
seen him make good decisions in the last two years
as our alderperson for
District 4.
Please re-elect Tom

responsiveness, transparency
and accountability in his
actions representing the taxpayers. Tom’s vision is for
long-range planning that provides excellent city services
in a cost-effective manner.
Vote for excellent representation and experience. Vote for
Tom Clauder.
Bill Nebel
City of Fitchburg

Gregory N. Curless
City of Fitchburg

MATTHEW D JONES

Vote Janell Rice
Alderperson, Fitchburg

To the City of

Fitchburg

Common Council
District 4, Seat 7
Get to know Matthew:

★ Master’s Degree in Urban Planning & Public Admin.
★ President, Bike Fitchburg, Inc.
★ Member, Fitchburg’s Transportation and Transit
Commission
★ Board member, Upper Sugar River Watershed
Association
★ MATPB’s Citizen Advisory Committee
★ Community Liaison, North Fish Hatchery Rd project
★ Participant and fundraiser, Bike for Boys and Girls
Club

 Transparency at City Hall
 Balanced Development
 Invest in essential City
services/control spending
 Listen to and work for YOU
 Address ﬂooding issues

Learn more at: Matthewdjones.org
Authorized and Paid for By Friends of Matthew D. Jones. Ada Deer, Treasurer

AARON
RICHARDSON
for

Fitchburg Mayor
Paid for by Friends of Aaron Richardson

adno=57504

Authorized and paid for by Janell Rice

✔ Open, Accessible and Responsive Government
✔ Attainable Housing for All Residents and For Aspiring
Homeowners
✔ Alternative Energy and Planning Our Future Resiliency
✔ Transportation Options That Are Safe and Efficient
✔ High-Quality Care for Our Aging Residents
✔ Respect and Preservation of Neighborhood Character

Vote April 2.

As Mayor, Aaron will:
• Reduce the number of apartments
being built in Fitchburg
• Increase investments in city
departments and services
• Pursue other options for
annexation of the Town of Madison
• Bring more restaurant and
retail options to Fitchburg
• Improve the reputation of the
Mayor’s ofﬁce with professionalism

AaronForFitchburg@gmail.com
608.628.0368

“Fitchburg is a special place with a great story to tell. I can’t
think of anywhere else I would want to call home, and I’m
committed to making our community an even better place to
work, live and raise a family. I would appreciate your support
and vote on April 2.” —Aaron

VOTE APRIL 2 nd
PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF PATRICK STERN, ANNA STERN, TREASURER.

adno=53389

Vote Tuesday, April 2
District 4, Seat 8

Matthew stands for:

adno=61968

of your taxes each year.
• Consistently voted with
neighbors on new development issues.
• Overseen new biking infrastructure and a novel rideshare program.
• Increased public safety
with additional police officers and firefighters.
• Delivered a 100 percent
clean energy initiative (the
fourth city in the state to do
so).
• Worked cohesively with
our common council and
staff.
• Earned the support of past
mayors and current alders.
• Found a way to give cost
of living increases to city
staff, after years of stagnant
wages.
Finally, Jason has been a
tireless public servant as a
firefighter, public defender,
as a Fitchburg alder and
now as our mayor. He is
respected among his peers
and in the midst of a tough
campaign has kept his focus
on what counts, moving
Fitchburg forward. Jason
Gonzalez deserves our support, now and especially on
April 2.
Tony Hartmann
District 4 alder

Clauder for another term
on the City Council. He
will represent us well, just
as he has in the past and
will be a voice for his constituents. Vote Tom Clauder for District 4, Seat 7, on
April 2.

Vote on Tuesday, April 2 for

Bryan and Jana
Woodhouse
City of Fitchburg

Gonzalez is ‘a proven winner’
I’m sticking with a proven
winner.
Jason Gonzalez is a strong
and visionary mayor for
Fitchburg. We have made
a lot of progress under his
leadership and electing him
for another term will keep
us moving forward.
We’re voting on a one
year term on April 2, before
transitioning to a new threeyear format in the spring
of 2020. I serve with Jason
in Fitchburg city government and I know him to be
straightforward and hardworking. He cares deeply
about Fitchburg and all our
people and puts their interests first. I also admire that,
when he makes mistakes, he
takes responsibility for his
actions and learns from his
missteps.
In the two years he’s been
at the helm, Fitchburg has:
• Broken ground or cut ribbon on projects worth more
than $1 billion (new tax
base).
• Begun and invested in the
‘Healthy Neighborhoods
Initiative’ – a thoughtful, new social program in
Fitchburg’s most challenged
neighborhoods.
• Reduced the city’s portion

I have been a resident
in the city of Fitchburg for
over 20 years and have been
acquainted with Tom Clauder
during that time. He is the
alder person for our District
4, Seat 7.
Tom has a proven record of
listening to his constituents
and fixing problems, whether
they be in District 4 or elsewhere. Tom has demonstrated

adno=52602

department, our library, and
in bicycling opportunities
for us and our neighbors.
Aaron’s vision also includes
considering creative options
with regard to the Town of
Madison to ensure that the
city’s future is sustainable,
and ensuring that our comprehensive plan reflects short and
long term needs. Aaron also
plans to work closely with
public and private sector entities to bring more business,
restaurant and retail opportunities to the city, and to invest
in redevelopment of major
corridors.
Aaron is someone who will
listen closely to the residents
of Fitchburg, and will consider the impacts to all stakeholders in any decision. Aaron’s track record representing
our city and vision for the
future are what’s needed from
our mayor. We encourage you
to join us in voting for Aaron
on April 2.

5
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Pancake breakfast to benefit senior center programming returns April 7
March 8, 2019

KIMBERLY WETHAL

If You Go

Unified Newspaper Group

The annual Fitchburg Senior
Center Friends pancake breakfast
will be held Sunday, April 7.
From 8 a.m. to noon at the
s e n i o r c e n t e r, t h e p r o c e e d s
raised from the breakfast go
to the Friends, which provides
area seniors with scholarships
that subsidize the cost of classes, senior center director Jill
McHone wrote to the Star in an
email.
The Friends also manage a
Special Needs fund, McHone
added, which helps seniors who
are socioeconomically challenged cover expenses such as
medication, transportation and
medical equipment.
The breakfast will feature pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,

What: Fitchburg Senior Center Friends pancake breakfast
When: 8 a.m. to noon, Sunday, April 7
Where: Fitchburg senior center, 5510 Lacy Road
Cost: $10 for adults, $5 for children age 10 and under
Info: fitchburgwi.gov

juices and milk. The cost for
adults is $10, with children under
10 eating for $5.
Last year, the breakfast raised
close to $2,500, with more than
550 people in attendance, Marcia Griskavich, chair of the Pancake Breakfast committee for the
Friends, said. The Friends are
hoping for a turnout of 500 this

year, she said.
For more information, visit
fitchburgwi.gov.

center, 270-4290
• 1-1:45 p.m., Bouncing babies,
library, 729-1762
• 4-5 p.m., Pie Tasting for Pi
Day (ages 13-17), library, 7291762
• 6 p.m., Alzheimer’s Community Forum (registration required),
Fitchburg Community Center,
5510 Lacy Road, 272-3900

adult craft evening, library, 7291763

At right, Beau Baxter, 1, stands on
his chair while eating at the Fitchburg Senior Center Pancake Breakfast during the 2018 breakfast.
File photo by Kimberly Wethal

Calendar of events
Friday, March 8

• 11 a.m. to noon, Bug stories
(ages 2-5), library, 729-1762
• 4-5 p.m., Perler beads (ages
5-12), library, 729-1762

Saturday, March 9

• 11 a.m. to noon, STEAM
Build: Leprechaun Traps (ages
4 and up), library, 729-1762

Sunday, March 10

• 1-4 p.m., In-person “DIY” tax
assistance program, Goodwill
Fitchburg Career Center, 6291
McKee Road, Suite C, 2463140 ext. 155

Monday, March 11

• 9:30 and 11 a.m., Preschool
storytime (ages 2-5), library,
729-1762
• 10:45 a.m., Q&A with County
Executive Joe Parisi, senior
center, 270-4290
• 6-6:45 p.m., Flashlight storytime (ages 5-8), library, 7291762

Tuesday, March 12

• 6:30-8 p.m., Great Decisions
in the Library: Global migration,
library, 729-1760

Wednesday, March 13

• 10:30-11 a.m., Toddler Dance
Party (ages 1-3), library, 7291762
• 4 p.m., Agricultural and Rural
Affairs listening session, Doerfer Farm, 2271 Fitchrona Road,
270-4258 or wade.thompson@
fitchburgwi.gov 
• 6-6:30 p.m., We are in a Book
Club! (ages 5-8), library, 7291762

Thursday, March 14

• 10 a.m. to noon, Wellness
checks with the nurse, senior

Friday, March 15

• All-day, AARP tax help (registration required), senior center,
270-4290

Saturday, March 16

• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., In-person
tax assistance program, Goodwill Fitchburg Career Center,
6291 McKee Road, Suite C,
246-3140 ext. 155
• 2-4 p.m., Film Screening:
Leap Year (rated PG), library,
729-1763
• 3-4 p.m., St. Patrick’s Day
party (ages 5-12), library, 7291762

Sunday, March 17

• 3:30-4 p.m., Trinity Irish Dancers performance, library, 7291760

Monday, March 18

• 6-7 p.m., Bookmaking workshop (ages 5-12), library, 7291762

Tuesday, March 19

• 3:30-6:30 p.m., Promega
2019 Spring Art Showcase:
“Evokes a call and response”
artist symposium and opening
reception, Promega’s BioPharmaceutical Technology Center,
5445 E. Cheryl Pkwy., promega-artshow.com
• 6-8 p.m., Monthly drop-in

Wednesday, March 20

• 10-11 a.m., Wednesday morning book discussion: “Sachiko:
a Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s
Story” by Caren Barzelay Stelson, library, 729-1763
• 10-11 a.m., Toddler art (ages
1-3), library, 729-1762
• 7-8 p.m., Android basics (registration required), library, 7291762

Thursday, March 21

• 10 a.m. to noon, Wellness
checks with the nurse, senior
center, 270-4290
• 10:30-11:15 a.m., Language
skills and motor development
storytime, library, 729-1762
• 6-6:30 p.m., Un-book Club
(ages 9-12), library, 729-1762

Saturday, March 23

• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., In-person
tax assistance program, Goodwill Fitchburg Career Center,
6291 McKee Road, Suite C,
246-3140 ext. 155
• 10:30-11:30 a.m., Springtime
stories and crafts (ages 2-5),
library, 729-1762

Tuesday, March 26

prior to walking), library, 7291762
• 4-4:45 p.m. Breakout challenge (ages 5-12, registration
required), library, 729-1762

library, 729-1762

Thursday, April 11

• 7-8 p.m., Unbook Club: Green
topics, library, 729-1763

Friday, April 12

Friday, March 29

• All-day, AARP tax help (registration required), senior center,
270-4290
• 4-5 p.m., Mario Kart tournament (ages 9-12), library, 7291762

Monday, April 1

Wednesday, April 3

• 10-11 a.m., Toddler art (ages
1-3), library, 729-1762
• 6-6:30 p.m., We are in a Book
Club! (ages 5-8), library, 7291762
• 7-8 p.m., Transparent languages class, library, 729-1763

Thursday, April 4

• 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., A
Good Yarn Book Club: “Big
Little Lies” by Liane Moriarty,
library, 729-1763
• 7-8 p.m., Upcycled T-Shirt
bags, library, 729-1763

Wednesday, March 27

• 6-7 p.m., Blackout poetry
(ages 13-17), library, 729-1762
• 6:30-8 p.m., Great Decisions
in the Library, library, 729-1760

• 1-1:45 p.m., Bouncing babies
storytime (ideal for children

• 6-8 p.m., Monthly drop-in
adult crafting evening, library,
729-1763

Wednesday, April 17

• 10-11 a.m., Wednesday
Morning Book Discussion:
“The Cherry Harvest” by Lucy
Sanna, library, 729-1763
• 10-11 a.m., Toddler art (ages
1-3), library, 729-1762
• 6-7 p.m., Egg carton seed
planting (ages 13-17, registration required), library, 729-1762
• 7-8 p.m., Smart home security presentation (registration
required), library, 729-1763

Thursday, April 18

Sunday, April 7

• 8 a.m. to noon, Pancake
breakfast ($10 for adults, $5 for
children ages 10 and under),
senior center, 270-4290

Thursday, March 28

Saturday, April 13

• 10:30-11:30 a.m., Healthy
snacks (ages 5-8, registration
required), library, 729-1762

Tuesday, April 16

• 4-5 p.m., April Fool’s Games
(ages 5-12), library, 729-1762

• 6-7 p.m., Poetry crafts, library,
729-1762
• 6:30-8 p.m., Great Decisions
in the Library: State of diplomacy, library, 729-1760
• 6-6:30 p.m., Family pajama
storytime (ages 2-5), library,
729-1762

• 4-5 p.m., Secret agent adventure (ages 5-12), library, 7291762

Tuesday, April 9

Wednesday, April 10

• 9:30-11:30 a.m., PlayDoh Palooza (ages 2-5),

• 6:30-8:30 p.m., Electric vehicles 101 and shared solar
presentation by MG&E, library,
729-1763

Friday, April 19

• 4-5 p.m. Egg carton seed
planting (ages 5-12, registration
required), library, 729-1762

Saturday, April 20

• 11 a.m. to noon, Egg-cellent
crafts (ages 2-5), library, 7291762

PIZZAMAZING.

MEMORIAL

16 YEARS OF AWARD-WINNING PIZZA.
$

Join us on Wednesdays during Lent
Scripture & Scones: 8-9 am
Mindful Moments: 5:30-6:15 pm
Jesus & Economic Justice: 6:30-8 pm

16
6” One-Topping Pizza
Va
alid Only After 9 p.m.

O
Online code: 9991T

FREE!

Cheese Bread with any
$25 order or more.

Online code: CHEESE

Fetalicious ®

Ask about our
$6 Buck Lunch dealls!

LATE NIGHT DELIVERY!

2:00 a.m. Fridays & Saturdays

March 13 thru April 3

L O C A L LY OW N E D A N D O P E R AT E D

5705 Lacy Road, Fitchburg
273-1008 • www.memorialucc.org

9.99

after 9

Pleasemention
mentioncoupon
couponwhen
when ordering.
ordering. One coupon,
Please
specialorordiscount
discountper
perorder/table.
order/table. Prices
Prices subject
subject to
to
special
change.Sales
Sales tax
tax not
not included.
included. Expires
change.
Expires 6/30/15.
3/31/19 VP

Please mention
mention coupon when
when ordering.
Please
ordering. One
One coupon,
coupon,
special or
or discount
discount per
per order/table.
order/table. Prices
special
Prices subject
subjecttoto
change. Sales
Sales tax
tax not
not included.
change.
included. Expires
Expires6/30/15.
3/31/19 VP

For a full menu, coupons or ordering online, tap your fingers to glassnickelpizza.com
Sign up for PizzaMai l ™ at glassnickelpizza.com and get special, subscriberonly deals and promotions. It’s email you can use, not email we abuse.

608

848-4877

3191 Muir Field Road • Fitchburg, WI 53719

Late Night Delivery. Dine-in. Carry-out. Catering.
adno=61109

*Gluten-Free Crust is made offsite, but pizzas may share equipment with items containing gluten. We accept Credit Cards, Business Checks, Charge Accounts & Cash. Sorry, no Personal Checks.
Please note that products and pricing may vary by location. Pricing is subject to change. $10 minimum for delivery.
adno=61105
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Leprechaun traps
Are you quick enough to
catch a Leprechaun? Learn
how to build a trap to catch
one from 11 a.m. to noon
Saturday, March 9, at the
library.
The craft workshop is
recommended for children
ages 4 and up.
For information, call 7291762.

Flashlight storytime
Break out your flashlights
for a lights-out storytime
from 6-6:45 p.m. Monday,
March 11, at the library.
The storytime is recommended for children ages
5-8 who are comfortable
sitting in the dark.
Attendees will also learn
to make their own shadow
puppets.
For information, call 7291762.

County executive Q&A
The senior center will
host a question-and-answer
session with Dane County Executive Joe Parisi at
10:45 a.m. Monday, March
11.
Parisi will talk for 30
minutes on different Dane
County initiatives, including the cleaning of lakes
a n d r e n ew a b l e e n e r g y
development.
Attendees will be able to
ask him questions.
For information, call 2704290.

Great Decisions
A discussion group
based on current events and
national and global politics
will be held from 6:30-8
p.m. Tuesday, March 12, at
the library.
Great Decisions is a fivepart series meant to educate
the public and share constituent opinions with the
White House, members of
Congress and the federal
departments of State and
Defense.
The topic for the March
12 event is Global Migration. The March 26 topic is
state of diplomacy.
For information, call 7291763.

Alzheimer’s forum

I l l i n o i s - b a s e d d a n c i n g Upcycled T-shirt bags
group.
Have a shirt you want to
All ages are welcome to
get rid of, but don’t want
attend.
For information, call 729- to contribute to additional
waste? The library will give
1760.
a demonstration on how to
Bookmark workshop
upcycle a T-shirt into a bag
Children ages 5-12 can from 7-8 p.m. Thursday,
personalize a bookmark April 4.
It is recommended that
during a workshop from 6-7
p.m. Monday, March 18, at participants bring their own
T-shirts to turn into bags.
the library.
For information, call 729The library will have different stations at the craft- 1763.
ing event so that all chil- Blackout poetry
dren can find a way to perCelebrate National Poetsonalize their bookmarks.
For information, call 729- ry Month by learning a new
style of poetry from 6-7
1762.
p.m. Tuesday, April 9, at the
Adult drop-in art
library.
Join the library for their
monthly drop-in craft evening for adults from 6-8
p.m. Tuesday, March 19.
Participants can bring
their own projects, or create
one with the materials supplied by the library.
For information, call 7291763.

Fitchburg Star

Librarians will teach
teens ages 13-17 how to
take pages out of a book
and create poetry by isolating certain words and
blacking out the rest.
For information, call 7291762.

to make healthy snacks
from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 13, at the
library.
Attendees will learn how
to make different healthy
snacks and be able to take
home recipes.
class is recommendSecret agent challenge edThe
for children ages 5-8,
Demonstrate your secret and registration is required.
For information, call 729agent skills from 4-5 p.m.
Friday, April 12, at the 1762.
library.
Children ages 5-12 will Seed planting
decode secret messages, craft
Get a jump start on your
and complete a laser maze.
spring garden at the library.
For information, call 729From 6-7 p.m. Wednes1762.
day, April 17, librarians will
teach teens ages 13-17 how
Healthy snacks
to make their own egg carTeach your children how ton seed plantings.

7

Registration is required.
For information, call 7291762.

Renewable energy
presentation
Employees from Madison
Gas & Electric will offer a
presentation on renewable
energies from 6:30-8:30
p.m. Thursday, April 18, at
the library.
Topics of discussion will
include electric vehicles
and the company’s shared
solar program.
Attendees will be able to
look at electric cars and ask
questions about their experiences.
For information, call 7291763.

Toddler art
Children ages 1-3 will
have an opportunity to get
messy and creative from
10-11 a.m. Wednesday,
March 20, at the library.
Caregivers are encouraged to dress children in
messy clothes or bring
along smocks for art to help
them develop fine motor
skills.
For information, call 7291762.

Android basics
Want to learn more about
the operating system inside
Android phones? Join
the library from 7-8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 20, for a
demonstration.
The basics of how to
work a smartphone and a
tablet are going to be covered during the demonstration.
Attendees are encouraged
to bring their own devices,
if possible.
Registration is required.
For information, call 7291763.

Poetry crafts
Celebrate National Poetry Month a few days early
with a craft time focused
on poetry from 6-7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 26, at the
library.
The crafts include book
spine poetry, DIY magnetic
poetry and blackout poetry.
For information, call 7291762.

A community forum on
Alzheimer’s, dementia and
other memory care-related
illnesses will be held at 6
p.m. Thursday, March 14, at
the Fitchburg Community
Center, 5510 Lacy Road.
At the forum, attendees
will be able to ask questions
about the disease, share
their experiences and learn April Fool’s games
about resources available to
The library will host an
those who need them.
April Fool’s Day games
Registration is required.
event from 4-5 p.m. MonFor information, call 272- day, April 1.
3900.
The event will feature
mind-bending activities,
Pi Day pie tasting
crafts and a silly trivia
G e t y o u r d e s s e r t i n game.
before dinner from 4-5 p.m.
The games are recomThursday, March 14, at the mended for children ages
library.
5-12.
Teenagers ages 13-17
For information, call 729can sample pies and play a 1762.
“Race to Pi” game.
For information, call 729- Learn a new language
1762.
The library will teach a
class
about its free online
Irish dancers at library language
learning system
Celebrate St. Patrick’s from 7-8 p.m. Wednesday,
Day by joining the library April 3.
to view a performance by
Registration for the class
the Trinity Irish Dancers is required.
from 3:30-4 p.m. Sunday,
For information, call 729March 17.
1763.
The Trinity Irish Dancers are a Wisconsin- and

2.00% 2.02%
Intro rate until
March 31, 20201

First year APY2

Balances of $50,000 or more

Balances of $50,000 or more

Summit’s Ultimate Money Market account gives you the
convenience of checking and the safety of savings with
no minimum balance or withdrawal fees.
What’s more, Summit’s rates are 3 times higher
than other ﬁnancials. 3 Score more for you!

SUMMIT

OTHER FINANCIALS

SummitCreditUnion.com | 800-236-5560 | 608-243-5000

Insured by NCUA.
1 Minimum $25,000 new money to Summit Credit Union required. After the 12-month introductory period from the account opening to March 31, 2020, the rate
will revert to the current posted rates on our Ultimate Money Market account. Example given is based on $50,000. The exact APY you earn after the ﬁrst year may
differ depending on your balance and the rate paid on the Ultimate Money Market account after your ﬁrst year, which is subject to change periodically. Fees may
reduce earnings on account. The current tiers and ongoing rates on Ultimate Money Market account as of March 1, 2019 are $200,000+ 1.25% APY, $150,000-$199,999
1.05% APY, $100,000-$149,999 1.00% APY, $75,000-$99,999 0.65% APY, $50,000-$74,999 0.60% APY, $0-$49,999 0.00% APY. Minimum to open Ultimate Money
Market account is $50,000. 2 APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Offer expires March 30, 2019. Advertised introductory rate is available on new Ultimate Money Market
accounts only. The introductory rate may not be applied to funds from another Summit Credit Union account. 3 Source: average rate for U.S. Financial Institutions on
a $50,000 balance as of February 18, 2019 as calculated by S&P Global Market Intelligence, a division of S&P Global. © Summit Credit Union 2019.
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Two-day art competition returns
Three artists lead
18 artists compete
If You Go
Fitchburg,
Promega’s spring art show inVerona
for cash
Artwork meant to
evoke ‘meaningful
responses’
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Unified Newspaper Group

The Promega 2019 Spring
Art Showcase will bring
together three artists with
experiences from around
the world – one from New
Orleans, La., another from
Australia and the last raised
in Cleveland, Ohio.
The show, titled “Evocative Mechanisms of Art”
and meant to evoke responses in those who view it, will
run from Tuesday, March
19, to Friday, June 7. The
show can be viewed from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays
at Promega’s BioPharmaceutical Technology Center,
5445 E. Cheryl Pkwy.
The show will open with
an artist symposium from
3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 19, where artists will
share the process behind
the creation of their work,
according to a news release
from Promega. Following
the artist symposium, an
Andy Ewen and Catfish
Stephenson will provide
music for an opening reception.
The show features Cherie
St. Cyr, Peter Eglington and
Steven Feren.
St. Cyr, the New Orleans
native, moved to Madison

If You Go

If You Go

What: Promega 2019
Spring Art Showcase
When: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday
from March 19 through
June 7
Where: Promega BioPharmaceutical Technology Center, 5445 E. Cheryl
Pkwy.
Info: promega-artshow.
com

What: Artist symposium
and reception for 2019
Spring Art Showcase
When: 3:30-6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 19
Where: Promega BioPharmaceutical Technology Center, 5445 E. Cheryl
Pkwy.
Info: promega-artshow.
com

after receiving a degree
from Indiana University in
1980, according to a biography compiled by Promega. She studied glass with
fellow artist Feren until
the early 1990s, when she
began experimenting with
silk painting and fiber and
eventually was a guest artist
at a silk painting factory in
Nepal.
Her art is inspired by the
work of African American
artists in Alabama, and has
more than 125 of her quilts
on display at UW Hospital,
the biography reads.
Eglington, who was
raised in Australia, spent
years traveling back and
forth between Asia and his
home country searching
for enlightenment, which is
reflected in his art, according to Promega’s biography of him. His art is a

combination of “earthy
themes” combined with
“galactic futuristic images.”
Much of Feren’s work
includes sculptures or
light boxes, and is made
of blown glass combined
with metals, ceramic, images and lights. According to
Promega’s biography, Feren
attempts to make art that is
easily accessible that concurrently makes a statement
about the “complexity” of
the human condition.
The show is produced by
art curator and producer
Daniel Swadener.
For information on the
exhibition and the artists,
visit promega-artshow.com.
Email reporter Kimberly Wethal at kimberly.
wethal@wcinet.com and
follow her on Twitter @
kimberly_wethal.

State rep to host town hall on governor’s budget
State Rep. Jimmy Anders o n ( D - F i t c h bu rg ) w i l l
host a listening session
this month at the library to
talk to residents about Gov.
Tony Evers’ budget proposal.
It will involve Anderson and members of his
staff discussing the highlights of Evers’ budget
and answering questions
constituents may have,
according to a news release
from his office. It’s set
for 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 14.
Evers released his $83.5

billion budget on Thursday,
Feb. 28. Some highlights
are raising the gas tax,
increasing special education funding and expanding
Medicaid.
For information, contact
Logal Vidal by emailing
logan.vidal@legis.wisconsin.gov or calling 2668570.
Email reporter Kimberly Wethal at kimberly.
wethal@wcinet.com and
follow her on Twitter @
kimberly_wethal.

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Unified Newspaper Group

It’s one thing to see the
end result of a person’s artwork framed and hung in a
gallery.
It’s another to see that artist create their work from
scratch right before your
eyes – and that’s what will
happen during the FitchRona Art Crawl on Friday,
March 22 and Saturday,
March 23.
The Fitch-Rona Art
Crawl will feature 18 artists
who will be stationed at different businesses and organizations throughout the cities of Fitchburg and Verona,
according to a news release
from Yahara Bay Distillers. Attendees will be able
to watch each artist create

a single piece of artwork
from 5-8 p.m. March 22 and
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 23.
A reception will be held
from 4-6 p.m. March 23
after the conclusion of the
artists’ work time at Yahara
Bay Distillery, 6250 Nesbitt Road, where the $1,200
first-place and $600 second-place prizes will be given.
Last year, it was only the
top artist, Megan Bloesch,
who won a cash prize, $900.
Three local art professionals, Annik Dupaty of
the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art, Meghan
Blake-Horst of Dane Arts
Buy Local and artist Julie
Sutter-Blair, will judge the
entries.
Local businesses will feature special events during
the Fitch-Rona Art Crawl,
such as spirit samplings and
live music.
Attendees can grab a
“passport” from three locations along the Art Crawl
route – Yahara Bay or

What: Fitch-Rona Art
Crawl
When: 5-8 p.m. Friday,
March 22; 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. Saturday, March
23
Where: Various locations;
final reception at Yahara
Bay Distillers, 6250 Nesbitt Road, Fitchburg
Info: 275-1050 or email
Liz Dueland at liz@
yaharabay.com

Verona’s Hop Haus Brewing Company and Badger
Prairie Needs Network.
Once they visit five different artist locations, they can
place their name in for a gift
basket filled with locally
made artisan goods, according to the release.
For information, call 2751050 or email Liz Dueland
at liz@yaharabay.com.

Fitchburg ag committee to host listening session
The City of Fitchburg
Agriculture and Rural
Affairs committee will
hold a listening session
for rural residents on
Wednesday, March 13.
The listening session
will take place at 4 p.m.
that day, and will be held
at the Doerfer farm, 2271
Fitchrona Road.
The session, which will

be led by members of
the committee, seeks to
update residents on the
work that the group has
been doing, an email from
community development
planner Wade Thompson
said.
Thompson said residents will be able to give
feedback on “issues of
interest to them.”

FITCHBURG
CHAMBER

For more information,
contact Thompson by calling 270-4258 or through
email at wade.thompson@
fitchburgwi.gov.
Email reporter Kimberly Wethal at kimberly.
wethal@wcinet.com and
follow her on Twitter @
kimberly_wethal.

April 11th  p  p
h r ithr

If You Go
What: State Rep. Jimmy
Anderson town hall
meeting on the proposed
state budget
When: 6-7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 14
Where: Fitchburg Public
Library, 5530 Lacy Road
Info: Logan Vidal at
logan.vidal@legis.wisconsin.gov or call 266-8570

BUSINESS + COMMUNITY+ CONNECTION
2019 Fitchburg Chamber Spring Business Expo
April 11th at Wyndham Garden Ballroom  4pm - 6:30pm
2969 Cahill Main, Fitchburg
Over 60 businesses will showcase their goods & services!

Vendors will be able to
showcase their products and
services at the Fitchburg
What: Fitchburg Chamber
Chamber Business Expo
Business Expo
next month.
The event will take place
When: 4-6:30 p.m.
from 4-6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Thursday, April 11
April 11 at the Wyndham
Where: Wyndham GarGarden Hotel Ballroom,
den Hotel Ballroom, 2969
2969 Cahill Main.
Cahill Main
Over 300 attendees are
Info: 288-8284
expected to be at the event,
according to the chamber
website.
After the expo, attendees are invited to join a by Tuscany Lounge. Pizmeet and greet sponsored za will be provided at the

If You Go

lounge, and each exhibitor
will be given a drink ticket
for either an alcoholic or
non-alcoholic beverage.
Expo booths cost $125
for Fitchburg Chamber
members.
For information, email
Katie Wicker at kwicker@
fitchburgchamber.com or
call 288-8284.

Admission is free. Free food! Free beverages!
Products will be available for purchase.

Thank you to our corporate sponsor:

Email Emilie Heidemann at
emilie.heidemann@wcinet.
com or follow her on Twitter at @HeidemannEmilie.

See something wrong?
The Fitchburg Star does not sweep errors under the rug. If you see something you
know or even think is in error, please contact editor Jim Ferolie at 845-9559 or at fitchburgstar@wcinet.com so we can get it right.

fitchburgchamber.com

|

#fcvbbbizexpo

adno=59657

Annual Fitchburg Chamber expo set for April 11

ConnectFitchburg.com
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Grace: Fitchburg artist draws inspiration from family, cake decorating and body painting
Continued from page 1
narwhals holding tea cups
or mermaids,” she said.
“The other side is still more
emotive, so that’s taking art
and making it into art therapy, not only for myself, but
for other people.”

Art in the blood
As a child, Grace used art
as an outlet for her emotions.
“Growing up, I let out all
the angst and did a lot more
of the emotive art,” she said.
“As I grew up, I was able to
edit it a little bit to show the
two sides – not only the darkness, but the hope.”
She got a lot of help early, with both of her parents
being artists. She said her
dad was focused more on
drawing and sculpture and
her mother – one of Grace’s
biggest supporters in her art
– a sewer and crafter.
Her dad taught her how
to draw, encouraging her to
start at the skeletal level of a
person and adding layers outwards. Through her mother’s
art, Grace said, she learned
how to be resourceful with
the materials she had.
In high school, Grace
decided she wanted to pursue
art full-time, choosing it over
music, leading to a graphic
design degree at Madison
College.
While in high school, she
regularly played bass and
sang with a few rock bands,
and she also worked at
Craig’s Cake Shop as a cake
decorator, a job she landed
after a chance meeting with
its founder and former owner, Craig Barnhart.
She met Barnhart while
working at Miller and Sons
Supermarket as a high
schooler when she gave him

Photos by Kimberly Wethal

Fitchburg artist Christy Grace places the background on a shadow box in her studio on Friday, March 1. Grace will be an
exhibitor at the Fitch-Rona Art Crawl from March 22-23, housed at The Purple Goose, 101 N. Main St., Verona.
a ride back to his cake shop
after his car broke down. He
came back to the grocery
store the next week and hired
her without even knowing
she was an artist, Grace said.
“It was a good deed, and
he brought me a little cake,”
she said. “And then he realized I was an artist.”
She spent 11 years doing
that job full time and was
also regularly doing face
and body painting, as well as
making her own art whenever she could. Endometriosis,
however, caused her to be in
a lot of pain, forcing her to
realize her limits.
That’s when she decided to
focus on her own art.

“It was a lot of pain and
exhaustion,” she said. “So I
said, ‘Well, I can’t do everything, let’s do the thing I love
the most.’
“Even though I loved
making kids smile, the four
hours of bending over and

repositioning yourself, and art to veterans at Very Spepainting a moving target was cial Arts Wisconsin and
a little bit challenging.”
doing commissioned work.
Elements of her prior work
Precision and whimsy can
be seen in the pieces
Grace now spends the rest Grace creates now, she said,
of her time taking care of her with swirls embellishing her
3-year-old daughter, teaching more whimsical pieces that

Friday, March 22
Saturday, March 23

are inspired by her years of
cake decorating and her precision coming from her experience painting impatient
children’s faces.
Grace became involved
with the Fitch-Rona Art
Crawl last year, when she
took the place of a friend
who had realized after signing up the timing wasn’t
right, Grace said.
She created her art at
Wisconsin Bank and Trust
on Nesbitt Road, creating
a piece that was a mix of
watercolor and acrylic paints,
as well as a substance called
Wonderflex, which she used
to build the “Biotech Bucky”
last summer during the
Bucky on Parade art exhibit.
The series of shadow boxes she’s doing this year will
feature layered cutouts painted with watercolors.
“It’s a nod to the dioramas of school,” she said.
“But it’s a little more artistic, and generally it’s nature
or something more whimsical that comes out. I’m still
deciding what route to go,
so it’ll be a surprise.”
Email reporter Kimberly Wethal at kimberly.
wethal@wcinet.com and
follow her on Twitter @
kimberly_wethal.

CONNECTING BUSINESSES
CONNECTING NEIGHBORS
CELEBRATING THE ARTS
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A completed shadow box piece sits on a wall in Fitchburg
artist Christy Grace’s studio. Grace will be an exhibitor at the
Fitch-Rona Art Crawl from March 22-23, housed at The Purple Goose, 101 N. Main St., Verona.

Badger Prairie
Needs Network
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PASSPORT PROGRAM
Visit at least 5 locations to be entered
into a drawing for a local prize basket.

Live art installations on Friday from 5pm—8pm
& Saturday from 11am—3pm at each of the
sponsoring businesses listed.
Vote for your favorite art creation at
Yahara Bay Distillers on Saturday, March 23
4pm—6pm with awards following

Passport drop-off
location

adno=56903

adno=61091

ART CRAWL PARTNERS

10
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Fitchburg alder questionnaires
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District 4, Seat 7

On the web

The Fitchburg Star sent candidate questionnaires to both of the candidates for a two-year term as alder in District 4, Seat 7 in the City of Fitchburg.
Incumbent Tom Clauder is facing challenger Matthew Jones for the seat. Candidates were asked to limit their answers to 50 words, with an exception of one question up to 100 words. They were also allowed to skip two questions.

Matthew Jones
Age: 46
Family: Married to Jennifer Ullman
Originally
from: Neenah
Lived in
Fitchburg
since: February 2014
EduJones
cation:
UW-Oshkosh: Bachelor of
Science in urban studies;
UW-Milwaukee: Master’s
degree in urban planning,
master’s degree in public
administration
Occupation: CAD Technician/Planning Consultant
Employer/job title:
Realtime Utility Engineers/
CAD Tech.
Political experience:
Commission Member:
Transportation and Transit
Commission for the City of
Fitchburg; Board member:
Upper Sugar River Watershed Association; Committee Member: Madison Area
Transportation Planning
Board’s Citizen Advisory
Committee; Team Member:
Community Liaison Team
for N. Fish Hatchery Road
reconstruction project;
President, Cofounder: Bike
Fitchburg, Inc.
Other notable affiliations: Volunteer and Participant: Annual Bike for Boys
and Girls Club of Dane
County; Volunteer and Participant: Cycle for Life –
Ride for Cystic Fibrosis;
Volunteer and Participant:
Ride for the Cure – Ride for
American Diabetes Association
Member: Sierra Club

Essay questions
Why are you running
for alder, and why should
people vote for you?
I am running for
Alder because I have a
strong desire to help my

c o m m u n i t y. F i t c h b u r g
needs fresh ideas on offering crucial city services to
its residents to a growing
population with changing
demographics. I want to
be more involved in facilitating conversations on
Council regarding the efficient and equitable delivery
of services. I want to use
my knowledge and experience to attract economically sustainable businesses
to our city. I believe I can
encourage better conversations and solve problems,
foster relationships with
local organizations that can
effectively provide services
and build partnerships to
enhance our quality of life.
What are the most
important issues facing
your district?
The Comprehensive
Plan update is an important issue, and likely, to be
quite challenging. Creating a framework for future
development patterns and
land preservation is going
to require understanding
and appreciation of countless perspectives. It will be
crucial to provide balance
and continuous District 4
involvement in the process.
Would you push for any
changes to the agreement
to take part of the Town
of Madison when it dissolves?
No, I would not seek to
change the agreement. I
think that any benefits of
early annexation are no
longer relevant and changes to the border agreement
should not be considered.
We have built a new fire station to help additional residential growth including
the addition of the Southdale neighborhood
What do you think of
how the city handled the
North Stoner Prairie
neighborhood development over the last year?

See questionnaires for District 4,
Seat 8 candidates Janell Rice and
Ed Kinney:

ConnectFitchburg.com

Tom Clauder
The original plan provided for attainable housing
for aspiring homeowners.
However, after the church’s
land purchase, an increase
in density was sought,
and the amendment process began. Communication regarding this process
should have been stronger.
Maintaining trust of our
neighbors, requires elected
officials to stay dialed in to
neighborhood concerns.
How can the city balance promoting development with the needs of the
rural residents?
We can find balance by
following our Comprehensive Plan. It is the tool we
need to follow, a rational
guide to planning for areas
of growth and preservation
of land. The plan chiefly
outlines goals and aspirations of our neighborhoods
and gives solid foundation
from which we can build
upon.
If budgets and spending limits did not prevent
it, what is one project
you would champion to
improve the quality of life
in Fitchburg?
I would champion a free
and expanded Metro Bus
system to provide improved
circulation and frequency
into all the neighborhoods
of Fitchburg. It would be a
monumental step toward a
more equitable and regional network, connecting the
four corners of the District
to the city center, schools
and job locations.
What is the best thing
about Fitchburg?
The main reasons my
wife and I chose Fitchburg
for our home is for its proximity to local amenities and
entertainment as well as its
access to the offerings of
the boundless outdoors. It
has a great mix of neighborhoods and it’s a great place
for families and for singles.

Age: 66
Family: Spouse: Mary
Kay Clauder,
two
daughters
Originally from:
Madison
(raised in
We s t M o rland)
Clauder
Lived in
Fitchburg since: 1987
Education: Edgewood
High School and Associate
Degree from Madison College
Occupation: Retired:
City of Fitchburg Police
Department
E m p l o ye r / j o b t i t l e :
Police Officer
Political experience:
Past Mayor, City of Fitchburg/ Past Vice Chair of
Dane County Cities and
Villages Assoc./ 10 years
on Dane County Board of
Supervisors/ Past Chair
Public Protection and Judiciary Committee, Dane
County/ Past Chair of Dane
County EMS Commission/
Past Chair of Fitchburg
Plan Commission/ Past
member of Capital Area
Regional Planning Commission/ Lost State Assembly race in 2010. Currently
on the Fitchburg Finance
Committee/ Ag and Rural
Affairs Committee and
Parks Commission. Currently serving as District 4
Alder.
Other notable affiliations: Past member of
AFSCME local 333/ Life
M e m b e r o f Wi s c o n s i n
Profession Police Association/ Member of Wisconsin Law Enforcement
Officers Association/ Past
President-Wildwood South
Neighborhood Association/ Board Member and
life member of Madison Elks Lodge 410/ Past
member of Operation
Life Saver/Recipient of

Madison College Athletic
Hall of Fame/ Recipient of
City of Fitchburg Life Saving award/Dedication and
Service Award from Madison College/ Volunteer for
Special Olympics.

Essay questions
Why are you running
for alder, and why should
people vote for you?
District 4 covers both the
rural area and neighborhoods. I will be a voice for
both areas. Having worked
for the city for over 30
years, I have the knowledge
and experience to address
the issues in the district and
city..
W h a t a re t h e m o s t
important issues facing
your district?
Keeping taxes low and
responsible development
are key issues. The comprehensive plan is also
being renewed and the city
council must listen to the
citizens for their input. As
Alder, I am hearing that
neighborhood traffic is a
concern and also flooding
and water problems with
the rains last summer.
Would you push for any
changes to the agreement
to take part of the Town
of Madison when it dissolves?
At this point the city of
Madison was pushing for
an early merger. I would
like to see the present
agreement play itself out.
To change this agreement
all four parties have to
agree. Fitchburg now has
the opportunity to negotiate
with strength to look out for
our taxpayers.
What do you think of
how the city handled the
North Stoner Prairie
neighborhood development over the last year?
The city council went
from a previous medium

density agreement to high
denstity. After this vote
took place, I was informed
that a neighborhood group
along with city officials had
came up with an agreement
years prior to be medium
density. Listing to my constituents and realizing what
took place, I sponsored the
Clauder/Bahr/Carpenter
amendment to change it
back to medium density.
How should the city
balance its public safety
needs with increasingly
tight budgets?
As an elected official the
number one priority is to
keep our citizens safe. In
this last budget, we hired
and I supported one new
detective and one new officer for our police force. The
new Fire Station is currently
being built of the east side
and was placed at this location pending our eventual
annexation with the Town
of Madison. With these new
initatives, we did not exceed
the levy limit, which is key
to keeping out taxes low.
If budgets and spending limits did not prevent
it, what is one project
you would champion to
improve the quality of life
in Fitchburg?
I would like to see public
transit improved. We could
re-activate the rail lines to
bring residents into Madison, the university and the
airport. This rail line could
also serve the Chicago metropolitan area.
What is the best thing
about Fitchburg?
We have the best of two
worlds, rural and city, along
with our diverse population. We are served by three
great school districts and
are home to over 700 businesses. The park system
and recreation programs are
an asset. The police and fire
departments do a good job
protecting us.

Rich Tate
Age: 65
Family: Wife Angela, Daughter
Maja 16, plus three
grown children: Alona, Brendan and
David.
Originally from:
I’ve lived in Alabama,
Tennessee, Sweden
and the Washington,
D.C. area. I graduat- Tate
ed from high school
in Green Bay and came to Madison to
attend the UW.
Lived in Fitchburg since: 1988
Education: 2 years at UW-Madison, AA Architecture from MATC
Occupation: Semi-Retired
Employer/job title: First Business
Bank/Courier and The Village Bar/
Bartender and cook
Political experience: I’ve served
under six different mayors on multiple commissions/committees. My
first appointment was to the Cable
Commission (Broadband Telecommunications). I’ve also served on:
Board of Review, Transportation and
Transit, Board of Public Works, Planning Commission, and the Fitchburg
Library Building Oversight Committee. I ran for City Council in 2017.

Essay questions
Why are you running for alder,
and why should people vote for
you?
I am proud to call my neighborhood
home for three decades. I raised my
children here, I have served on citizen
commissions and I deeply care about
the future of this area. I will listen to
residents and I will make sure our
needs are addressed at City Hall.
What are the most important
issues facing your district?
District One needs to be more connected to city government and operations. Too often necessary growth and
redevelopment takes place in other
parts of the city. Our area needs the
same emphasis and focus as other
neighborhoods throughout Fitchburg.
Would you push for any changes
to the agreement to take part of the
Town of Madison when it dissolves?
A lot has changed since the original agreement was signed in 2003.
We need to effectively review, address
and update this agreement and make
decisions that are forward-thinking to
protect taxpayers and plan responsibly
for the future. There are many areas
of need and other critical issues facing
Fitchburg, so we must not take on more

than we can handle. We should form
an ad hoc committee comprised of citizens, elected officials, city staff, business leaders and those in the non-profit,
private and public sectors to collaborate and ensure the right decisions are
made for future planning.
What do you think of how the city
handled the North Stoner Prairie
neighborhood development over the
last year?
There is definitively room for
improvement and plenty of blame
to go around. However, at the end of
the day, it’s important to listen to and
work with the residents and their concerns.
Do you support the way the
change from directly supporting the
Badger Prairie Needs Network and
the Boys and Girls Club to making
Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative
grants?
Yes. The city must not only be
responsible with nonprofit funding,
it must be fair. There are many worthy groups and organizations that do
great work in our city. As a result, we
must make sure no group is favored
or receives preferential treatment with
taxpayer funds.
How should the city balance its public safety needs with

increasingly tight budgets?
Public safety is a primary function
of city government that impacts everyone in some way. It must always be a
priority, but it must be done in a way
that respects taxpayers while also protecting citizens. With tight budgets, I
will exhibit fiscal responsibility while
ensuring proper delivery of services.
If budgets and spending limits did
not prevent it, what is one project
you would champion to improve the
quality of life in Fitchburg?
I would promote using permeable
pavement on parking lots, multi-use
paths and low volume residential
streets. Permeable pavement reduces
flooding and improves water quality
by reducing both runoff and the need
for de-icing during freezing temperatures. Permeable paving would also
allow us to reduce the required size of
detention/retention ponds.
What is the best thing about
Fitchburg?
The residents! I have had the pleasure of meeting district residents over
the last 30+ years. Fitchburg residents
volunteer their time, donate to worthy
causes, help those in need, engage in
city government and work together to
make our city a great place to work
and raise a family.

Dist. 1,
Seat 1
The Fitchburg Star
sent candidate questionnaires to both of
the candidates for a
two-year term as alder
in District 1, Seat 1 in
the City of Fitchburg.
Incumbent Dorothy
Krause is facing challenger Rich Tate in a
rematch of the 2017
race between the two.
Krause has held the
seat for eight years.
Candidates were
asked to limit their
answers to 50 words,
with an exception of
one question up to 100
words. They were also
allowed to skip two
questions.

Fitchburg alder questionnaires
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District 2, Seat 3

Julia Arata-Fratta

Essay questions
Why are you running for
alder, and why should people
vote for you?
I am running for a re-election because I want to continue
working on the important issues

facing our community. I have
proven to be an experienced,
responsible and community
focused leader. I have promoted strong neighborhoods that
include a diverse housing stock.
I have helped ensure Fitchburg
has had responsible and inclusive economic growth, and I have
protected taxpayers by making
sound public investments. People
should support me because I have
maintained the level of spending
by the City, supported affordable housing for seniors and the
expansion of local businesses
that create hundreds of well-paid
jobs, all while keeping taxes low.
What are the most important
issues facing your district?
One issue has been the increase
in unlawful activity in the north
east area of the district. I have
been very involved working with
neighbors and the police department on how to reduce and monitor criminal activities in that area.
This included mobile surveillance
cameras and promoting a neighborhood watch.
Would you push for any
changes to the agreement to take
part of the Town of Madison
when it dissolves?
I would like to renegotiate some
sections of the north boundaries
that are still muddled and other
issues that could come into effect
after the town is dissolved in 2022.
There are also sections of the City
of Madison intermingled in Fitchburg that need to be figured out.
Do you support the way the
change from directly supporting the Badger Prairie Needs
Network and the Boys and Girls
Club to making Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative grants?

Fitchburg Star
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Patrick Stern

The Fitchburg Star sent candidate questionnaires to both of the candidates for a two-year term as alder
in District 2, Seat 3 in the City of Fitchburg.
Incumbent Julia Arata-Fratta is facing challenger Patrick Stern for the seat. Arata-Fratta is up for her
third term, while Stern is returning to politics after not running for re-election to the District 2, Seat 4
position in 2017.
Candidates were asked to limit their answers to 50 words, with an exception of one question up to 100
words. They were also allowed to skip two questions.

Age: 52
Family: husband Dante Fratta,
2 sons Diego (19)
and Julian (17)
Originally
from: Cordoba,
Argentina. Naturalized U.S. citizen
since 2011
Lived in Fitchburg since: 2004 Arata-Fratta
Education:
Bachelor in Business Administration, and Master in Business
Administration
Occupation: Accountant, Business Consultant and Controller
Employer/job title: Wegner
CPAs, Manager in the Tax and
Business Service Department and
Alder for the City of Fitchburg
Political experience: Alder for
the City of Fitchburg since 2015.
Commissions and Committees:
Alder & Chair of Community &
Economic Development Authority 2017-present; Alder and Chair
of Finance Committee; Alder on
Plan Commission; Co-Chair of
Forward Fitchburg Strategic Economic Initiative; Fish Hatchery
Road Reconstruction liaison committee member
Other notable affiliations:
M a d i s o n R eg i o n E c o n o m i c
Development – Board, Treasurer; Centro Hispano, Scholarship
Committee; Latino Consortium
for Action; Latino Professional
Association; TEMPO
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Yes. I firmly believe the budget
should not have any earmarks that
favor any particular organization.
Healthy Neighborhood Initiative
grants provide a fair, transparent
and accountable process to use
taxpayers’ money. There are many
great nonprofit organizations in
Fitchburg, and they deserve to
have the same chance to participate in the grant process.
How should the city balance its
public safety needs with increasingly tight budgets?
One option is to scale back on
expenses that are non-essential and
at the same time increase the city
tax base. We should also continue
to invest in proactive initiatives
like the Healthy Neighborhood Initiative to work on areas of the city
that generates more police calls
and participation.
If budgets and spending limits
did not prevent it, what is one
project you would champion
to improve the quality of life in
Fitchburg?
The construction of a Community Center in the North Fish
Hatchery corridor. This would
provide education, empowerment
and employment programs for
residents of all ages in a welcoming and safe environment. It would
also provide affordable child care,
youth programs and summer
camps in an area that lacks these
types of services.
What is the best thing about
Fitchburg?
The quality of life: the fusion of
urban and rural, the proximity to
Madison and the lakes, the diversity of its people, three great school
districts and its bike paths, beautiful parks, great neighborhoods.

Age: 38
Family: Anna, Alexandra (9),
Edward (5)
Originally from:
Madison
Lived in Fitchburg since: 2004
Education: BA
— University of
Wisconsin-Madison
Employer/job
Stern
t i t l e : Tr i - N o r t h
Builders, VP of Client Relations
Political experience: Dist 2
Alder 2011-2017, County Board
Dist 27 (lost election), Chair of
Finance Committee, Chair of
Fitchrona EMS, CEDA, Madison
MPO, Beltline PEL Steering Committee, GMCVB Sports Product
Development Subcommittee, Fitchburg Chamber Board
Other notable affiliations:
Founding President of Kids Building WI, Former Treasurer of REAP
Food Group, Former VP of the
Seminole Hills Neighborhood
Association
Why are you running for alder,
and why should people vote for
you?
I’m running for Alder again
because District 2 deserves representation that is responsive and
focused on the needs of the district.
Crime is up, Fish Hatchery Road
needs to be fixed and our comprehensive plan needs to be updated.
We can’t wait for leadership on
these, we need it now.
What are the most important
issues facing your district?
Property crime is becoming more
and more common, Fish Hatchery
Road keeps on deteriorating and
Verona Road will be constructed
for years to come. Our tax rate continues to climb, and the city has a
lot of capital spending planned over
the next few years. The projects are
vital, but we need growth to offset
expenditures if we want to make
sure we’re not pricing residents out
of our city. We should be a city a
where new families can come and
live. We also need to keep pushing
for amenities like restaurants and
places to shop.
Would you push for any

changes to the agreement to take
part of the Town of Madison
when it dissolves?
When I was last on council, staff
had projected that revenues would
fall short of expenditures for servicing the Township area by $1.2
million. With that as the start of the
conversation, all options should be
on the table to make the acquisition
equitable to everyone.
How can the city balance promoting development with the
needs of the rural residents?
The way Fitchburg incorporated makes servicing the more rural
areas more expensive than most
rural areas of Dane County. One
way to better service the rural community is to pursue sustainable
development that provides a tax
base to spend on road repair, bike
paths and maintaining proper drainage for farmland.
Do you support the way the
change from directly supporting the Badger Prairie Needs
Network and the Boys and Girls
Club to making Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative grants?
I don’t support the initiative. If
there is a service or partnership that
makes sense for the city to pursue
the council should make the decision.
Fitchburg is a small enough city that
hiding defunding behind bureaucracy is silly. The program also cuts out
nonprofits in parts of the city.
How should the city balance its
public safety needs with increasingly tight budgets?
Fitchrona EMS shows an affordable way to get better service.
There are ways to partner with
neighboring communities for better
cost control, allowing for a higher
level of service. Property, and also
increasingly violent crime is making its way into the district, we can
be smarter to help offset that.
What is the best thing about
Fitchburg?
The people. Fitchburg has talented, dedicated people that live, and
work in and for our city. We have
companies growing, and neighborhoods sprouting up. Fitchburg is
at a crossroads, and leadership can
help make us our best selves. It’s
time Fitchburg got in the news for
the good happening here.

ensued, without real communication. The appropriate compromise,
in this case, is to allow something
similar to the Gardens at Swan
Creek Condominiums, which is
a three-story row-house development. With industrial zoning across
the road, it’s appropriate to build a
visual buffer between single family
homes and manufacturing areas.
How can the city balance promoting development with the
needs of the rural residents?
We need to add more rural voices, especially farmland owners,
to the comprehensive plan update
process for their thoughts on how
to increase the value of their land
without losing farmland, perhaps
encouraging more compact urban
agriculture. We’ve already added Rural Cluster zoning, but that
hasn’t been used, to my knowledge.
Do you support the way the
change from directly supporting the Badger Prairie Needs
Network and the Boys and Girls
Club to making Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative grants?
We needed the flexibility of
funding a variety of community
needs. Having line-items for specific organizations can’t allow the
needed flexibility. The best way to
determine needs and funding is to
have a grant process with a citizen
committee reviewing applications,
including for those organizations.
How should the city balance its

public safety needs with increasingly tight budgets?
We have to encourage more
community involvement. We need
to find community leaders, especially in problematic communities, and support efforts to improve
their neighborhoods. The city is
charged with providing housing,
jobs and recreation. If we improve
those for the less well-off, public
safety will become less of a concern.
If budgets and spending limits
did not prevent it, what is one
project you would champion
to improve the quality of life in
Fitchburg?
Dreaming… Growing Power has
a vertical greenhouse concept that
I’ve talked about for years. I’d love
to use that to start an urban agriculture program to support a disadvantaged neighborhood with jobs, volunteer activities and good food both
for the neighborhood and to supply
area cafeterias with fresh food yearround.
What is the best thing about
Fitchburg?
Its potential, plain and simple.
Fitchburg has endless possibilities
to lead the area in quality development, in caring for all its residents,
in appropriate land use, in excellent
transit and transportation options,
in environmental awareness, in
superior recreation opportunities, in
business development and so much
more.

Essay questions

Dorothy Krause
Age: 63
Family: Mostly
grown and gone.
Daughter and husband still near at
hand.
Originally from:
Milwaukee
Lived in Fitchb u r g s i n c e : I Krause
bought this house
almost 18 years ago.
Education: Continuing college
coursework as need and interest
arises.
Occupation: Self-employed
but focusing on community work
Employer/job title: N/A
Political experience: In four
terms (eight years) on city council, in addition to the Committee of the Whole and Common
Council, I’ve served on Personnel Committee, Broadband Commission, Landmarks Preservation
Commission, Public Safety and
Human Services, Board of Public Works, Community and Economic Development Authority,
Anton Drive Steering Committee, Healthy Neighborhood Grant
Review Committee, Commission
on Aging Well, Tree Advisory.
In my fourth term on the
County Board (seven years),
I’ve served on: Airport Commission, Area Agency on Aging
Board, Area Agency on Aging
— Access Committee, Commission on Economic and Workforce

D eve l o p m e n t , D a n e C o u n t y
Development Corporation Board
of Directors, Equal Opportunity Commission, Health Human
Needs Committee, Human Services Board, Land Conservation
Committee, Long Term Support
Committee, Poverty Commission,
Public Protection & Judiciary
Committee, Public Protection &
Judiciary – Alternatives to Arrest
and Incarceration Workgroup,
Specialized Transportation Commission.
Other notable affiliations:
Way too many to list. Initially
became active in the community
via the Allied Drive Task Force
and associated organizations.
Once elected, I expanded my
vision to include numerous Fitchburg and Dane County organizations, largely related to advocating for those falling through the
cracks of our society, both socially and economically.

Essay questions
Why are you running for alder,
and why should people vote for
you?
The current political world
focuses on finance. We need to
be reminded to be more aware of
the needs of the people. Often an
investment in community leads to
great savings in the bigger picture.
I’ve always encouraged community
interaction, even in this district with

far too few resources.
What are the most important
issues facing your district?
This district is so far from the city
center that we are neglected. We
have few city services, no library,
senior center and scarce recreation
services. We do have police, mostly
because we have people problems
to solve. We need early voting and
a community park on the westside,
at least.
Would you push for any changes to the agreement to take part
of the Town of Madison when it
dissolves?
The original agreement wasn’t
perfect and will take negotiations
to make appropriate changes, but
I’ve come to believe that Madison
has other primary interests (AEC),
and Fitchburg would be far more
concerned about the fate of its new
residents. Given that, we should
maintain the agreement largely as
drawn up.
What do you think of how the
city handled the North Stoner
Prairie neighborhood development over the last year?
In a word, badly. Neither side is
completely right, and I hate how
“Robert’s Rules” limits effective
communication in meetings. In
the comprehensive plan update,
we have to add levels of high density. The developer overshot, and
residents reacted by pulling back
to wanting single family housing. Controlled shouting matches
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Mayoral questionnaires

Aaron Richardson
Age: 42
Family: Single, no kids
Originally from: Fitchburg
Lived in
Fitchburg
since: My
entire life
Education: BA in
Marketing
and Manage- Richardson
ment from
UW-Green
Bay,
MBA
from
UW-Whitewater
Occupation: Teacher
Employer/job title: Oregon and Verona School District
Political experience:
Fitchburg City Council –
2017-present, Public Safety committee – 2017-present, Personnel Committee
2017-present, EMS Commission – 2017-present
including the past year
a s C h a i r, C o - C h a i r o f
Fitchburg Housing Task
Force-2018, Parks Commission – 2005-2014 including
4 years as Chair
Other notable affiliations: Fitchburg Lions Club

The Fitchburg Star sent candidate questionnaires to both of the candidates for a one-year term as mayor in the City
of Fitchburg.
Incumbent Jason Gonzalez is facing challenger Aaron Richardson for the seat. Richardson is an alder in the District 3 seat Gonzalez held before being elected mayor two years ago.
Candidates were asked to limit their answers to 50 words, with an exception of one question up to 100 words. They
were also allowed to skip two questions.

Jason Gonzalez
Age: 34
Family: Engaged
Originally from:
Born in Valparaiso,
Ind., raised on the
south side of Madison.
Lived in Fitchburg
since: 2007
Education: Saint
James Grade School,
E d g e w o o d H i g h Gonzalez
School, High School
Diploma; University
of Wisconsin-Madison, Bachelor’s
of Science; University of Wisconsin
Law School, Juris Doctor (Doctor of
Law).
Occupation: Trial Attorney/Small
Business Owner
Employer/job title: Gonzalez Law
Office, LLC, Owner
Political experience: Mayor from
2017-current; Alderperson District
3, Seat 5 from 2013 – 2017; Chair
of the Personnel Committee; Vice
Chair of Public Safety and Human
Services Committee; Chair of Mayoral Ad Hoc Committee – City Hall
Expansion Oversight Committee;
Mayor Designee on Mayoral Ad Hoc
Committee – Fire Station Oversight
Committee; Alder and Vice-Chair on
Transportation and Transit Commission; Alder on Parks Commission;
& Alder on Landmarks Preservation
Commission.
Other notable affiliations: PaidOn-Call Firefighter/EMT since 2003
(with Fitchburg Fire since 2007);
Long time “Big” for Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Dane County; Pro
Bono Attorney for Capital Solidarity Singers; Private Bar Defense
Attorney for Wisconsin State Public
Defender’s Office.

live with great potential. Over my
first term as mayor, we have continued to harness that potential. In Fitchburg, we have beautiful natural areas,
a business community propelled by
environmentally responsible technology companies and a well-designed
urban center. Fitchburg needs a leader who can continue to bring together
this growing, diverse community and
our City Council. In my first-term
as mayor, I have invested in our city
employees, providing a cost of living increase in both years, invested
in public safety and public works, all
while reducing the annual city taxes.
What are the most important
issues facing the city?
How do we continue to invest in a
high level of city services and keep
the tax rate reasonable? I will continue to budget carefully, work collboratively and encourage responsible
growth. In both of the years I’ve been
Mayor, taxes have decreased.
Would you push for any changes
to the agreement to take part of the
Town of Madison when it dissolves?
As mayor, I, along with city staff,
have met numerous times with officials from both the City and Town
of Madison to discuss this transition.
I will continue to look for ways to
make this a better deal for Fitchburg. I
wouldn’t just give it away to Madison.
What do you think of how the city
handled the North Stoner Prairie
neighborhood development over the
last year?
The city handled the North Stoner
Prairie neighborhood development
in compliance with city ordinances.
However, as with any process, there
are always areas to improve on, one
of which being the notice requirement
for neighbors in proximity to any projEssay questions
ect. I am working on expanding that
Why are you running for may- notice requirement going forward.
How can the city balance promotor, and why should people vote for
ing development with the needs of
you?
Fitchburg’s a wonderful place to the rural residents?

Essay questions

1003 American Way, Verona, WI – 53593
Contact No: 608-845-1071

NOW HIRING!
Dairyfood USA, one of the largest specialty cheesemakers in
North America, has immediate 1st and 2nd shift openings at
our production facility in Blue Mounds.
Warehouse Associate (1st shift) – performs a variety
of material handling duties including loading, unloading,
moving and storing of materials, parts and products. Forklift
experience preferred. Minimum starting wage - $15.30/hr.
Maintenance Technician (1st & 2nd shift) – performs
complex mechanical, electrical and technical tasks related to
troubleshooting, maintenance and repair of food processing
and packaging equipment. Ideal candidates will have a
minimum of 5 years of related experience in a role requiring a
high degree of mechanical aptitude. Minimum starting wage
- $18.70 - $20.70/hr.
Experience in a food processing facility is highly desired.
We offer a $500 signing bonus, attendance bonus, a
comprehensive benefit package and a wage increase after
successfully completing a 90 day probation period. Apply in
person, or email HR to request an application or to submit
your resume.

Latitude Corp. has over 20 years of experience providing individual metal parts and assemblies that are machined, fabricated and
coated for a broad spectrum of customers, including aerospace,
defense, medical, high-end appliance, analytical instrumentation,
imaging and others. We are looking for driven, self-starters to join
our team and our growing business.

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
Defense and Aerospace Quoter

Fabricator

Handles Machine Operator I
– 1st and 3rd Shift

Production Manager – Coatings
Operations

Handles Machine Operator II
– 2nd Shift

Secondary Operations B
– Assembler – 2nd Shift

Janitorial Technician

Grinder – 2nd Shift

Lead Tool and Die Maker

Senior Cost Accountant

Machinist I – 1st and 2nd Shift

Shipping and Receiving Foreman

Quality Inspector I – 2nd and 3rd Shift

Technical Admin

Project Manager
(Engineering and Customer Support)

TIG Welder Level B – 2nd Shift
(3PM-1:30AM M-TH)

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS INCLUDE
401K

Insurance

Paid Time
Off

100K Life
Insurance

To learn more about the exciting job opportunities at
Latitude Corp., please visit our career page at
http://www.latitudecorp.com/careers/
adno=62536

An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer

Why are you running
for mayor, and why should
people vote for you?
As a lifelong Fitchburg
resident, I plan to continue
living here a long time. I will
do what is best for residents
long-term and listen to residents. I have proven myself
the past two years as a level-headed, responsible representative of Fitchburg that
wants responsible growth.
W h a t a re t h e m o s t
important issues facing the
city?
The two most important
issues facing the city right
now are the revision of the
comprehensive plan and
what to do with the Town of
Madison annexation. These
two issues will have longterm impacts on the city.
They are issues that I will
work hard on.
Would you push for any
changes to the agreement
to take part of the Town
of Madison when it dissolves?
I will work with the City
of Madison to see if they
will take over the lands along
Rimrock Road Fitchburg is
supposed to annex. Annexing
those lands will cost Fitchburg up to $2 million over
what we will bring in from
tax revenue. We have too
many other priorities.
What do you think of
how the city handled the
North Stoner Prairie
neighborhood development over the last year?
I think the city handled this situation poorly.
The Mayor needed to get
involved in the process to
ensure neighbors were heard
and to help the developer
navigate the development
process properly. This issue

Reliable Team Players Needed
To Clean Private Homes

Disability,
AD&D
Insurance
adno=63081

Dairyfood USA, Inc.
2819 County Road F
Blue Mounds, WI 53517
(Corner of 18/151 & County Road F)
608-437-5598
humanresources@dairyfoodusa.com
www.dairyfoodusa.com
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Fitchburg is 36 square miles and
only 1/3 of our land has been developed, leading to competing interests
with our urban, suburban and rural
communities. In order to have balance, community stakeholders from
all three communities need to be at
the table as we review and revise our
comprehensive plan.
Do you support the way the
change from directly supporting the
Badger Prairie Needs Network and
the Boys and Girls Club to making
Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative
grants?
Yes. Fitchburg needed an open and
transparent process to address how
we invest taxpayer money in social
and human services at the city level.
The Healthy Neighborhood Initiative
does that. We have invested in over
10 non-profits ranging from violence
prevention, youth programming, and a
food pantry through the HNI.
How should the city balance its
public safety needs with increasingly tight budgets?
Public safety is the most important
aspect of municipal government. If
people do not feel safe in their community they will not use our parks,
splashpad, bike paths and other amenities. We need to continue partnering with our neighboring communities to share personnel and equipment, reducing capital and operating
expenses.
If budgets and spending limits did
not prevent it, what is one project
you would champion to improve the
quality of life in Fitchburg?
I would champion a public market,
public swimming pool and public
amphitheater. This would accomplish
two goals. As a community with
three school districts, we need to
build places and events that bring our
diverse community together. And, we
need to continue to make Fitchburg
an attractive destination for visitors.

should’ve been resolved a
long time ago with better
leadership.
How can the city balance
promoting development
with the needs of the rural
residents?
The comprehensive plan is
the best way to balance the
needs of growth with needs
of rural residents when determining development. I will
be heavily involved in the
update of the comprehensive
plan as Mayor and will get
feedback from all residents
on what type of development
we want and where. The biggest change necessary is not
requiring apartments in every
new neighborhood. We need
to build less apartments and
more owner-occupied housing. The more people we
have in the city as homeowners the more likely we are to
continue building a vibrant
and healthy community.
Do you support the way
the change from directly supporting the Badger
Prairie Needs Network
and the Boys and Girls
Club to making Healthy
Neighborhoods Initiative
grants?
I do support this change.
We can support a range of
groups helping people in our
community. We have many
people in need in this city
and the Health Neighborhoods Initiative allows us to
adjust our focus as needed.
We can still help these organizations through the new
process.
How should the city balance its public safety needs
with increasingly tight
budgets?
We are fortunate to have
excellent public safety
departments in Fitchburg.
I will continue to support
t h e s e d e p a r t m e n t s . We
should also look for ways
to be more efficient in how
we deliver services and how
we can be proactive in other
areas to decrease the needs
for these services.
If budgets and spending limits did not prevent
it, what is one project
you would champion to
improve the quality of life
in Fitchburg?
There are a lot of projects
I would love to do with an
unlimited budget. I would
redevelop the North Fish
Hatchery Rd and Allied Dr
neighborhoods to create
higher quality housing, more
ownership opportunities and
make this high quality housing available to those with
less financial means.
What is the best thing
about Fitchburg?
The residents are the best
thing about Fitchburg and
why I would not want to
live anywhere else. This is
a diverse community with
many residents engaged in
making it even better. I love
talking with other residents
and seeing the pride we
share in Fitchburg.

• No Experience Needed, We Train
• No Eves or Weekends • Company Car
Competitive Wages • Advancement Opportunities
Email resume to: themaids@maidsofmadison.com
or call 608-273-3800
319 W. Beltline Hwy.

adno=61266

12

ConnectFitchburg.com

March 8, 2019

Fitchburg Star

13

Forum: Candidates agreed on need for affordable housing

Development
Gonzalez touted the
development the city has
seen over the past two
years, specifically mentioning Phoenix Neutron
Imaging Center building
its headquarters on Lacy
Road and a “huge project”
coming from Meriter on the
city’s north side.
“These are family-sustaining jobs,” Gonzalez
said. “We are at an exciting

PAR Concrete, Inc.

Phil Mountford 516-4130 (cell)
835-5129 (office)

adno=62816

• Driveways
• Floors
• Patios
• Sidewalks
• Decorative Concrete

Housing
That redevelopment
could be a challenge to balance with something both
candidates agreed is a need
here: affordable housing.
Richardson, who was
part of the committee that
helped create the recently
approved Fitchburg Housing Study, advocated for
allowing the Dane County
Housing Authority to operate in Fitchburg – something the city has resisted in
the past.
“They have access to
funding that we don’t have
as a city,” Richardson said.
Gonzalez disagreed,
expressing a concern that
the city would lose some
“autonomy” with such a
step, but he acknowledged
a need to add workforce
housing and senior housing. Both candidates agreed
keeping TIF districts open
for an extra year and using
that money for affordable
housing investment was a

On the web
Read a full preview of what’s on the
spring election ballot in Fitchburg,
and find out why there will be
ballots in Spanish at the polls:

ConnectFitchburg.com
good strategy.
Where that housing could
go will be part of the comprehensive plan process set
to begin this year. The candidates both said it will be
an important process, but
Richardson said the city
“should build less apartments,” based on what he’s
heard from residents.
“When you’re building
a neighborhood, you can’t
have more apartment units
than owner-occupied units
in that area,” he suggested.
Gonzalez defended
renters, saying many are
“engaged citizens in this
community,” and he said
there needs to be a “multitude of affordable housing
options.”
“We need to really look at
a comprehensive approach
as to how we’re gonna grow
this city to be inclusive,”
he said. “We need to work
on our affordability in this
plan.”

Living the good (retirement) life, but want to stay busy?

All polling locations open
at 7 a.m. and close at 8
p.m. Tuesday, April 2.
District 1: Marketplace
Fire Station, 2931 Marketplace Dr.
District 2: Fire Station 1,
5791 Lacy Road
District 3: Wyndham
Garden Hotel, 2969 Cahill
Main
District 4: Fitchburg
Community Center, 5510
Lacy Road

Help someone else live their best life!
• As little as 2 hours/week •
• Stay active in the community•
• No experience required!•

adno=58218

District 1: Mayor, Aldermanic Seat 1, state Supreme Court
Justice
District 2: Mayor, Aldermanic Seat 3, MMSD board Seats*
3, 4 and 5, state Supreme Court Justice
District 3: Mayor, MMSD board Seats* 3, 4 and 5, state
Supreme Court Justice
District 4: Mayor, Aldermanic Seats 7 and 8, MMSD board
Seats* 3, 4 and 5, state Supreme Court Justice
* Not all wards in the district will have this on their ballot;
neither VASD nor OSD have contested elections
time in which we’re seeing
hundreds of millions of dollars invested in Fitchburg.”
Richardson credited city
staff, rather than the mayor,
for working with developers and businesses to bring
them here, and said he supported the use of tax-increment financing when necessary, though he does not
want to “give away the farm
for businesses to come in.”
He stressed the importance
of the mayor being at meetings with potential developers as often as possible.
He specifically men tioned bringing more retail
to the city in a campaign ad
in February, as well.
Gonzalez rebutted, saying
retail jobs did not pay well
enough, and he wanted to
“dream big.”
“We put in for Amazon’s
second headquarters. We
put in for Foxconn’s Dane
County location,” Gonzalez said. “We’ve reached for
the stars, and we will continue to reach high under
my administration.”
He added that the work
on the city’s northeast side
is the beginning of what he
hopes can come to the rest
of the city – specifically,
redevelopment in the North
Fish Hatchery Road corridor, which he described as
“our gateway” and a potential “destination point.”

Hiring Retirees!

Polling
places

Community Living Connections Inc is a local nonprofit, supporting adults with developmental
disabilities to live their best life in their own home and community. AA/EOE

A p p ly ! www.clconnections.org/careers.php
608.661.7999

“I’m committed to the
Town of Madison,” he said.
Discussions of a change
came up two years ago, but
Town of Madison officials
made financial demands the
cities considered unreasonable – including that their
staff be offered jobs of the
same level in the city governments.
Richardson said he was
concerned about the potential costs to serve the area
with public safety, and he
said some of the lower-income housing there could
be a challenge.
“We’re not doing enough
with those parts of the City
of Fitchburg as it is right
now,” he said.

Ozinga is hiring drivers,
quality control techs, and
diesel mechanics.
If you’re ready to earn a rewarding
career with a family owned American
company, apply today!

Contact Scott Girard at
ungreporter@wcinet.com
and follow him on Twitter
@sgirard9.

adno=61960

Contested on the ballot

ozinga.com/careers

Town of Madison
One of the starkest differences between the candidates was their plans for the
Town of Madison.
The 150 acres and 1,500
residents in the Rimrock
Road area set to become
part of the City of Fitchburg
in 2022 would add both tax
revenue and potential services costs.
It was part of the reasoning behind the location of
the new fire station under
construction on the city’s
east side at Clayton and
Syene roads, and Richardson said the revenue was
outweighed by the cost.
He said he’d like to “look
at other options” for the land,
including having the City of
Madison take it over. He suggested a potential swap with
land in the North Fish Hatchery Road corridor, or even
just giving it away.
Gonzalez said the town
land offered “a lot of opportunities,” and said changing
the 2003 agreement is challenging, anyway, given that
it involves three parties.

VERONA DRIVERS WANTED

RESPECT

WELL-BEING

FUN

DEVELOPMENT

SERVICE

TEAMWORK

OWNERSHIP

Office & Inside Sales
Do you like to meet people?
Are you self-motivated?
Do you possess computer skills?
If you answered yes, let’s talk! Consider joining our Uniﬁed Newspaper
Group (UNG) team in a ﬂexible full-time, advertising sales and administrative
role. This is a very rewarding opportunity where you will sell and process
classiﬁed ads, sell special projects, welcome and assist customers by
phone and in-person, process reports and provide other administrative
functions.
Ofﬁce hours will be split between our Oregon and Verona locations.
This is a ﬂexible-full time position (averages 38 hours per week) and is
eligible for our full beneﬁts package which includes paid time off, health/
dental/vision insurance, healthy activity reimbursement and much more!
Interested in learning more about our publications? Visit us at
uniﬁednewsgroup.com. Apply online as shown below. Please include
your resume and a cover letter.

Full/Part Time Positions Available

Drive
Locally andWages
Support your Community
•Excellent
Badger
BusTraining
Offers:
•Paid
• $150
Sign-On
Bonus for Van Drivers
•CDL
Program
• $500
Sign-On Bonus
for (If
Qualiﬁed
School Bus Drivers
•Signing
Bonus
Applicable)
• Paid
Training and Available
Bonus to get in
your CDL
•Positions
Madison
and
Verona
• Full and
Part-Time
Positions
Available
Call: 608-255-1551

Apply Locally at: 219 Paoli St., Verona, WI
E-mail: Jobs@BadgerBus.com
Call: 608-845-2255 or Go Online: BadgerBus.com

Apply in Person: 5501 Femrite Drive Madison, WI

COMMUN ITY MEDIA

To learn more about this opportunity, submit your
application and resume today at www.wcinet.com/careers
Woodward Communications, Inc., is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
WCI maintains a tobacco-free campus.

adno=54359

first disagreements of the
night.
Gonzalez has previously
said he would not run for
re-election to the three year
term that will follow, but he
changed course Feb. 20.
“Politics is politics, I
can’t say for sure I won’t
run,” Gonzalez said. “I will
consider 2020 when that
time comes.”
Richardson, during his
answer to a question about
the term length, stressed
that he will run for re-election if he’s elected this year,
and said stopping after the
one-year term would be
“bailing in the middle” of
long-term projects.
Richardson focused his
campaign announcement
in the fall – and again Feb.
20 – on three main priorities as mayor: the scheduled
comprehensive plan rewrite,
negotiations on the Town of
Madison dissolution scheduled for 2022 and leadership.
“You want someone that
has that long-term commitment to Fitchburg, someone who’s going to be here
long-term,” Richardson said
during his closing statement. “Someone who you
can be proud of as mayor, and someone who isn’t
going to bring a lot of controversies to the role.”
Those controversies, or
“negative headlines” as
Richardson referred to them
earlier in the discussion,
have included some clashes
between Gonzalez and residents, as well as the recent
news reports about Gonzalez’s conduct in 2007 while at
the Oregon Fire Department.
Gonzalez defended his
leadership record and
said it’s been a challenging council to work with
at times over the past two
years.
“This council has been
less than respectful to residents, to developers, to
business leaders,” he said.
He added that he’s had to
reach out to city staff after
some meetings to apologize
for how they were treated.
Richardson said the behavior of the council “really
starts with the mayor,” who
needs to “be a leader.”
“It’s embarrassing for
me when I sit up here and
there’s some of these things
going on,” Richardson said.
“You really need to be that
leader that is holding other
people accountable and setting the standard. I think the
standard can be raised.”

adno=60812
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City Hall - Main Line
Administration
Assessing
Building Inspections
City Clerk
Economic Development

270-4200
270-4213
270-4235
270-4240
270-4210
270-4246

FACTv
Finance
Fire Department
FitchRona
Human Resources
Library
Municipal Court

270-4225
270-4251
278-2980
275-7148
270-4211
729-1760
270-4224

Parks & Forestry
Planning/Zoning
Police
Public Works
Recreation/Community Center
Senior Center
Utilities

270-4288
270-4258
270-4300
270-4260
270-4285
270-4290
270-4270

5520 Lacy Road, Fitchburg, WI 53711 • www.fitchburgwi.gov
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Go to www.fitchburgwi.gov/recreation and click on “View Activities”
to see our list of programs for this Sring!

JOIN OUR TEAM!
The City of Fitchburg’s Recreation
Department is looking for talented and
enthusiastic people to join our summer team.
Applications are currently being accepted
for the following positions:
• Recreation Program Coordinators
• Recreation Program Assistants
• Tennis Instructors
Visit the City of Fitchburg’s website
for more information and apply today:
www.fitchburgwi.gov

Musikgarten – Spring Music 1

Join us for Music and Songs of Spring! This is a
multi-age music experience for families of children
ages birth-4 years old. We sing, play instruments,
and move through-out the room! Children are
fully engaged in the playful music making process
right along with their parent/guardian!
• Age – Birth-4
• Day/Time – Thursdays, April 4 – April 25,
9:00-9:40 am
• Location – Fitchburg Community Center
• Fee - $40

Spring Break Boredom Busters – Day
Camp

Youth Soccer (Birth Year 2008 - 2013)

Spring Youth Soccer is here, sign up now!
The soccer programs will be 6 weeks long
on Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 5:15 6:30pm and instructed by ACE Soccer Club
coaching staff. Please note that each night is a
separate program, but you can register for both
if you like. The programs will focus highly on
training and learning fundamental soccer skills
and techniques. We will break up the kids based
on age groups and/or skill levels. Each week
there will be a focused area or theme that will
be carried throughout the practice. At the end of
every practice will be a scrimmage, the program
is designed to build up a player’s knowledge of
the sport while increasing their confidence both
on and off the pitch. Players finishing the 6-week
program will leave with a better understanding
of the rules and techniques used in soccer,
teamwork and sportsmanship while gaining confidence in themselves.
• Ages – Birth Year 2008 - 2013
• Day/Time – Mondays, Apr. 22nd-May 27th
from 5:15pm-6:30pm
Wednesdays, Apr. 24th-May 29th from
5:15-6:30pm
• Location – McKee Farms Park
• Fee - $40 for Mondays and $40 for
Wednesdays

Spring Dance Classes for Kids

We offer a variety of dance classes for
kids ages 2-12. We offer Monday, Tuesday and
Saturday classes. See the list below!
• Monday Classes Offered – Ballet 1 (Ages
5-7), Ballet 3 (Ages 7-10), Jazz 3/Lyrical
(Ages 7-10)
• Tuesday Classes Offered – Pre-Ballet 1
(Ages 3-5), Pre-Ballet 2 (Ages 4-6), Tap 1
(Ages 5-7), Tap 2 (Ages 7-10), Hip Hop
(Ages 7-12)
• Saturday Classes Offered – Creative
Movement (Ages 2-3), Pre-Ballet 1 (Ages
3-5), Pre-Ballet 2 (Ages 4-6), Ballet 1 (Ages
5-7), Ballet 2 (Ages 6-9), Jazz 1 (Ages 4-7),
Jazz 2 (Ages 6-9)
• Day/Time – Monday nights, Tuesday nights,
Saturday mornings, April-May
• Location – Fitchburg Community Center
• Fee – Fees range from $56-$84

Spanish for Preschoolers – Welcome
to Spanish

Children ages 3-5 learn Spanish vocabulary
and basic phrases in a fun and active way with
these lively classes. Award-winning teacher, Marti
Fechner of Grow into Spanish LLC, incorporates
music, movement, games, stories and more to
make learning Spanish easy and engaging for
preschool-age children. It is easy for children to
learn a foreign language at this young age, and SO
beneficial. Come try it! It’s a great way to prepare
your child for a bilingual future.
• Ages – 3-5
• Day/Time – Mondays, April 15 – May 20,
12:45-1:30 pm
• Location – Fitchburg Community Center
• Fee - $70

A whole week at home can feel long. Break
the boredom by joining in on the fun with CI at
the Spring Break Boredom Buster event! There
will be games, crafts, relay races, and more!
• Ages – 5-10 year olds
• Day/Time – Friday, March 29th from
9-11am
• Location – Fitchburg Community Center
• Fee - $30

Basketball Shooting Camps

FACTV NOW ON APPLE TV & ROKU
Fitchburg Access Community Television
(FACTv) has added two new media outlets to
its large list of options for residents to watch
local community media. FACTv can be viewed
through AT&T U-Verse, Spectrum, TDS TV,
and through the City of Fitchburg website at
www.fitchburgwi.gov/FACTv. They also have
a social media presence on Facebook - @

FACTVFitchburg and YouTube - @FACTv City
of Fitchburg.
To view on Apple TV or Roku, download
“Cablecast Screenweave” and find FACTv.
For more information, contact Jeremy
Crosby, Community Media Services Manager
for FACTv at (608) 270-4226 or (608) 2168037 or email jeremy.crosby@fitchburgwi.gov.

SENIOR CENTER
Q & A with County Executive Joe Parisi - Monday, March 11th @ 10:45 am
County Executive Parisi will be visiting the Fitchburg Senior Center to have a discussion and
give an update on the work Dane County is doing to clean up our lakes, finance renewable
energy development, and how it benefits county taxpayers. Joe will talk for roughly 30 minutes,
then allow time for questions.

Alzheimers Community Forum - Thursday, March 14th @ 6 pm

Take part in a Community Forum on Alzheimers disease and other dementias. The forum will
provide an opportunity for people of all ages to come together and ask questions about the
disease, share their personal experiences, learn about available resources and discover volunteer
opportunities to support families affected by the disease. Call: 800-272-3900 to register

Discoveries in the Depths of the Madison Lakes - Thursday, March 21st @ 1 pm

Attend this program as local diver Rick Krueger discusses the history of the Madison lakes,
as well as the fascinating items he has found over the years at the bottom of the lakes. After the
program, Rick will be available for questions.

Want to make more shots? We can help! This
camp is designed to teach players the fundamental
skills involved with shooting and scoring the basketball. In addition to proper skills and technique,
players will also have a chance to learn skill-building drills and games they can use on their own
to reinforce good habits after camp. This camp
is a fun way to get better together with friends
while gearing up for some warm summer weather.
Hope you and your friends can join us!
• Ages – 1st-3rd Grade Session and 4th-6th
Grade Session
• Day/Time – Tuesdays, April 23-May 7
• 1st-3rd Grade 6:00-6:50 pm, 4th-6th Grade
7:00-7:50 pm
• Location – Savanna Oaks Middle School
• Fee - $30

Baseball (T-Ball) 4 & 5 yr. olds

Every player will bat every inning and experience each fielding position during the season.
Players will receive a t-shirt and baseball cap.
• Ages – 4 & 5 yr. olds
• Day/Time – Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
June 11-July 30
• Location – McKee Farms Park
• Fee - $35R/$45NR

Baseball (Coach Pitch) 6 – 8 yr. olds

Players will continue to work on the fundamentals of the game while being introduced to
some more advanced baseball skills. Players will
receive a t-shirt and baseball cap.
• Ages – 6-8 yr. olds
• Day/Time – Monday and Wednesday evenings, June 10-July 31
• Location – McKee Farms Park
• Fee - $35R/$45NR

Baseball (Machine Pitch)

Teams will practice once a week and compete
against local communities playing both home and
away games. Note: This league is machine pitch.
Players will receive a t-shirt and baseball cap.
Baseball pants must be purchased separately.
• Ages – 8-10 yrs. old
• Day/Time – Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
May 28-August 1
• Location – McGaw Park and Traveling
• Fee - $45R/$55NR

Softball Girls Minors

Teams will practice once a week and compete against local communities playing both
home and away games. Players will receive a
T-shirt and a visor. Softball pants/shorts must
be purchased separately.
• Ages – 8-10 yrs. old
• Day/Time – Monday and Wednesday evenings, May 22-July 31
• Location – Tower Hill and Traveling
• Fee - $45R/$55NR

SAVE THE DATE
SPRING SHRED DAY, MEDDROP & ELECTRONICS RECYCLING
Saturday, April 13th, 8:00-11:00 am

Gather up old papers, electronics and meds and join us at Fitchburg’s spring cleanup events,
held on City Campus, 5520 Lacy Road. Watch for directional signs for traffic flow.
1) The paper shredding event, co-hosted with Pellitteri Waste Systems, residents can bring no
more than three bankers boxes of confidential paper documents for free shredding & recycling.
2) The Fitchburg Police Dept. will collect unwanted prescription medications (MedDrop).
Enter at the Police Dept. entrance.
3) Resource Solutions Corp. will collect old electronics for recycling. Please note there is a fee for
recycling certain items. Large appliances and machines will not be accepted at this event. Updated
cost information is available at: http://www.fitchburgwi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/16752
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An ‘industry leader’
Mandli Communications ‘problem-solving’ for 36 years

EMILIE HEIDEMANN
Unified Newspaper Group

Map courtesy City of Fitchburg

The parcels in light blue were added to the City of Fitchburg’s tax-increment district 9 Feb. 12 with Common Council
approval. The new areas are expected to be used by Promega and Sub-Zero for new facilities.

Sub-Zero, Promega plan
expansions near Lacy Road
Expanded TID would
help fund facilities
near Lacy-Seminole
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

Two of Fitchburg’s biggest employers are hoping
to expand. And they’re asking for taxpayer funding to
help pay for it.
The Common Council
approved an expansion of
Tax Increment Financing
District No. 9 Tuesday, Feb.
12, to add 10 parcels north
of Lacy Road and west of
Seminole Hwy. Promega
Corporation plans to build
a 145,000-square-foot manufacturing facility there,
while Sub-Zero is working
on a 350,000-square-foot
facility for research and
development, testing, manufacturing and office space.
Sub-Zero is expected
to add 100 jobs, while the
Promega addition would
add 25 jobs initially and
eventually up to 45, according to the TID project plan.
Both are requesting taxpayer funds, the exact
amounts of which will
be outlined in developer

agreements expected to be
considered in the coming
months. The expansion is
expected to add just over
$29 million to the planned
project expenditures in the
district by the city, much of
which will go toward grants
for the developer and infrastructure improvements
related to the project.
TID 9 was originally
created in 2015 to keep
Sub-Zero here with an
expansion of its existing
facility as the company
publicly considered a move
to Kentucky.
The TIF will be structured in a “pay as you go”
model, meaning payments
from the city will be based
on how much the project
adds to the taxable value
rather than requiring the
city to take out loans to
cover the payments.
“It really defers the risk
from the city onto the
developer,” explained Greg
Johnson, a senior municipal advisor with Ehlers, the
city’s financial consultant.
“If the increment that’s generated … is not sufficient
to cover their full development incentive, the city is
not obligated to make up
that shortfall.”

You may not know what
Mandli Communications
does or have even heard
of the Fitchburg company.
That’s intentional, CEO
Ray Mandli told the Star.
The company, which celebrated its 36th anniversary Feb. 25, is an “industry
leader” in highway and
geospatial data collection,
three-dimensional pavement technologies and
LiDAR – Light Direction
and Ranging, according to
its website.
The business was first
located three miles away
from its current 2655
Research Park Dr. location on Index Road at the
end of Fish Hatchery when
it opened in 1983. Since
opening, the company has
grown to more than 170
employees during its peak
season – doing projects in
more than 30 states across
the country.
“In an average year,
we’ll work for about 14 or
15 states,” he said.
Mandli said the next big
venture for the company is
autonomous transportation
– Mandli Communications
uses its data for more than
“assets and pavements.”
The data has also been
used to study how cultures
use the road.
One project involves a
corridor study to determine
how to relieve traffic congestion and mobility solutions – asking “Where can
you put vehicles that can
take a larger capacity (of
people)?”
Another project is taking
place right in our backyard
in Madison. Having partnered with American Family Insurance, Mandli Communications is looking at
bringing an autonomous
shuttle vehicle into the
Capitol Square – he said it
could hold up to 15 people
at a time.
“(Mandli Communications) exists to solve problems,” Mandli said.

Humble beginnings
The company didn’t start
out quite as a highway data
collection enterprise.
In 1983, Mandli Communications was formed on
the first day of the University of Wisconsin-Madison

Photo by Emilie Heidemann

Ray Mandli, CEO of Mandli Communications, stands in front of the company logo.

Photo submitted

A Mandli Communications X35 vehicle helps collect data
for road assets.
state wrestling tournament,
Mandli said. No recording devices were allowed
in the field house where
matches took place, so
Mandli secured a contract
with the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association to film and sell each
competition. Mandli then
began converting each film
into a videodisc.
Mandli Communications soon caught
wind that state Departments of Transportation
across the nation were
using film to study their
respective state’s infrastructure. Mandli said it
then became a mission
to improve how DOTs
collected that data – the
company transferred
D OT fi l m s t o v i d e o disc, which allowed each

department to tie its photolog to a computer and to its
maps, allowing access to
any point on a state road.
And it went from there.
In 1988, Mandli said
the company built its first
photolog van for the Iowa
DOT. In 1990, Mandli
Communications integrated a GPS system into a
photolog vehicle for the

Arizona DOT. In 2001,
the company entered the
pavement market. In 2007,
the business came across
Mobile LiDAR, which
helps collection vehicles
perform measurements of
road assets – signs, lighting, safety barriers, etc.
In 2012, the company switched from two- to
three-dimensional pavement profiling software,
which improved imaging
accuracy.
In 2016, Mandli Communications started using
Maverick, a mobile mapping system that uses a
combination of imaging
and LiDAR technologies to
collect data.
“That’s always been the
DNA of Mandli Communications – moving beyond
and raising the bar in a
visualization and infrastructure management
(industry),” Mandli told the
Star.
Email Emilie Heidemann
at emilie.heidemann@
wcinet.com or follow
her on Twitter at @

This Free Paper
Strengthens
Our Community

We’re Looking for Land to Dump FREE Wood
and/or FREE Wood Chips in Dane County

Did your company recently move to Fitchburg? Open a new
branch? Promote someone to a senior management position?
If so, we’d be glad to include it with our monthly “Biz
Briefs” on this business page, but we need you to tell us!
Send us business updates to ungbusiness@wcinet.com or
call 845-9559 and ask for Scott Girard for consideration.

Tina’s Home

Doug’s Handyman Service, Inc.

Since 1999

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE
For an Interactive Experience

Specializing in Residential Cleaning
Weekly • Biweekly • Monthly
Insured • Move-In Move-Out • Free Estimates

608-513-3638

tinashomecleaning@gmail.com
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www.DougsHandymanService.com
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608.845.8110

To bring this ad to life, download this app:

Cleaning, LLC

Honey Do List No Job Too Small

Gutter Covers • Gutter Cleaning

Tree Removal - Tree Trimming - Stump Grinding
Call 608-347-8510 Today!
adno=50060
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For Results You Can Trust
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West boys swimming

Edgewood boys
swimming

Edgewood
snaps MG’s
string of D2
state titles
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Photo by Mark Nesbitt

Madison West’s Wes Jekel competes in the 100-meter breaststroke. Jekel repeated as the state champion in the 100-yard backstroke and won the
backstroke at the WIAA Division 1 state meet Feb. 16. The Regents repeated as the state champion.

Repeat complete
Jekel sets state record as Regents win back-to-back Division 1 titles
MARK NESBITT

Assistant sports editor

The Madison West boys swim
team set three state records on the
way to repeating as the WIAA Division 1 state champion Saturday, Feb.
16 at the University of Wisconsin
Natatorium.
West senior Wes Jekel, a University of Wisconsin-Madison recruit,
repeated as a state champion, setting
a state record in the 100-yard backstroke (48.09 seconds). He also won
gold in the 100 butterfly (48.14) and
had a hand in the Regents winning
state titles in the 200 medley and 400
freestyle relays. Jekel has won seven
gold medals in his career.
Jekel said he knew the winner of

the 100 back would probably set the
state record.
“I knew they were all going to be
close,” Jekel said. “I just put my head
down and went for it. It was an awesome feeling to come out on top.”
Jekel enjoyed bringing the gold
trophy back to Madison West before
he swims with the Badgers next year.
“I couldn’t think of a better ending,” he said. “Everyone stepped
up and contributed and went best
times,” Jekel said. “It was an awesome team effort.”
All nine of the swimmers for the
Regents scored points at state.
“We couldn’t really have asked
for a better meet,” coach Amanda
Ellmaker said. “Everyone improved
their times. We were seeded to win

by less than 40 points, and anything
can happen.”
The Regents’ 400 freestyle relay
team of junior Isaac Casey, junior
Andrew Fernandez, senior Constantin Bensch and Jekel won the title in
a state-record time of 3 minutes, 2.24
seconds. The 200 free relay team of
Casey, Fernandez, Bensch and junior
Charlie Feller, broke the state record
with a time of 1:23.6, but took second to Middleton (1:23.12) in the
race.
“Going into the season, the goal
was to try to get all those three relay
records,” Ellmaker said. “We knew
the 200 free relay was close. The last
10 days, everything has gone to plan
with a taper.”
West took gold in the 200 medley

relay, with a team of senior Jaden
Weiss, Miller, Jekel and Feller finishing in 1:33.29.
Feller posted a second-place finish
in the 100 breaststroke (56.72) and
took fifth in the 200 individual medley (1:54.71). Miller finished third
in the 100 breaststroke (56.96) and
sixth in the 200 IM (1:55.91).
Casey took third in the 100 free
(45.61) and seventh in the 200 free
(1:42.85). Weiss placed sixth in the
100 back (51.25) and seventh in the
200 IM (1:55.960).
The Regents are graduating five
seniors.
“I think watching their team win a
state title is motivating for the entire
team,” Ellmaker said. “We have
some divers ready to move up.”

Verona boys swimming

Verona nets three medals at state
Updegrove sets two
school records
MARK NESBITT
Assistant sports editor

Senior Aidan Updegrove
broke school records in the
200 and 500-yard freestyles
and won three medals Saturday, Feb. 16, to help the
Verona Area/Mount Horeb
boys swimming team finish
ninth at the WIAA Division
1 state meet at the UW-Natatorium.
Updegrove finished
fourth in the 500 free in a
school-record 4 minutes,
44.07 seconds, which broke
Alex Mathson’s record. He
added a ninth-place finish
in the 200 free (1:44.76),
which broke his previous
school record (1:45.34).
“It really means a lot,”
Updegrove said. “I’ve had

that goal (breaking 500 free
record) in mind the whole
season. To finish the season
at state getting that goal,
swimming the best race
of my life and to leave my
footprint of a record means
a lot.”
Coach Bill Wuerger said
Updegrove is the best distance swimmer the program has ever had.
Updegrove went from a
junior varsity swimmer his
freshman year to winning
three state medals.
“It takes some inner fortitude to keep going for that
long and to keep that fast of
a pace,” Wuerger said. “It’s
a credit to him for getting
to the point he can do that.”
The Wildcats’ 200 free
relay team of freshman
Oscar Best, senior Shane
Rozeboom, junior Kyle
H o p p e a n d U p d eg r ove
finished sixth with a season-best time of 1:26.41.

In the 400 free relay, Updegrove teamed with sophomore Ben Wellnitz, Shane
Rozeboom and Best to
take sixth in a season-best
3:11.17.
Wuerger said the goal
was for the 200 and 400
free relays to finish in the
top six.
“Those relays were the
second-fastest in school
history,” he said. “We had
an amazing week at sectionals. To get faster this
week was tougher to do.”
Madison West racked up
314 points to repeat as the
state champions over runner-up Middleton (257).
VA/MH scored 95 points
to finish ninth. VA/MH was
coming off a record-breaking sectional where the
Wildcats took third which
was their best finish since
2010.

Photo by Mark Nesbitt

Verona senior Aidan Updegrove hugs senior Shane Rozeboom after the Verona Area/Mount Horeb boys swim team
finished sixth in the event at the WIAA Division 1 state
Turn to Swimming/Page 2 meet Feb. 16 at the UW Natatorium.

The Madison Edgewood
boys swimming team won
four individual races and
added two of three relay
titles Feb. 15 as the Crusaders scored 289 points to win
the WIAA Division 2 state
swimming meet.
The Crusaders’ victory
ended a four-year stretch
of dominance by Monona
Grove, which finished second, 105 points back, with
a 184. Rhinelander and
Elkhorn Area tied with 169
to round out the top three
schools.
Junior Truman teDuits
had a hand in four gold
medals, winning pair of
individual events and also
leading the 200 medley and
400-yard freestyle relays to
victory.
The junior shaved five
seconds off his seed time
in the 200 IM and more
than three seconds in the
100 breaststroke to win in
1:51.84 and 56.93, respectively.
Juniors Alex Moen,
freshman Colin Senke,

Turn to State/Page 5

Verona boys
hockey

State run
ends in
semis
MARK NESBITT

Assistant sports editor

The Verona boys hockey
team has thrived scoring
short-handed goals all season. In a WIAA state semifinal Friday, March 1, the
script was flipped.
University School of
Milwaukee junior Casey
R o e p ke c a u g h t Ve r o n a
in a line shift and scored
a short-handed goal that
ignited a four-goal second
period as the USM Wildcats
defeated Verona’s Wildcats
5-0 at the Dane County
Coliseum.
It was the second straight
year Verona (21-6-2) lost
in the state semifinal. The
Wildcats had entered the
state tournament giving up
an average of 2.2 goals per
game.
“We had a little lack of
urgency,” senior defenseman Jake Osiecki said. “It’s

Turn to State/Page 2
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Verona boys basketball

State: Verona outshoots USM 25-18 but loses

Verona ousted by Sun Prairie

Continued from page 1

MARK NESBITT

Assistant sports editor

Junior guard Haakon
Anderson scored a gamehigh 13 points in the Verona
boys basketball team’s WIAA
Division 1 regional semifinal
against Sun Prairie on Friday,
March 1, but the season came
to an end with a 50-38 loss.
Verona finished the season
7-16 and lost to the Cardinals
for the third time this season. Sun Prairie (18-6) tipped
Madison Memorial 61-59 to
advance to the Division 1 sectional semifinal, where it will
host Racine Horlick on Thursday. Racine Horlick upset
top-ranked Madison East in a
regional final.
The Wildcats had lost a
much closer game to the Cardinals, 73-67, in their last
meeting before the tournament, and Friday they got off
to a strong start, staying within
four points at halftime, 22-18.
But in the second half, Sun
Prairie picked up its defensive
pressure, coach Jevin Budde,
said.
“That led to some turnovers
and easy baskets on the other
end,” he said. “We turned the
ball over too much.”
Sun Prairie’s Anfernee
Austin scored 13 points, and
senior forward Cooper Nelson
had 10.
The Cardinals limited Verona’s leading scorer, senior
Ryan Van Handel, to four
points. He entered the game
averaging 16 points per game.
“They did a great job of
focusing in on him and not
allowing him to get off many

Photo by Todd K. Olsen

Verona junior Haakon Anderson scores over Delaware Hale
while Brock Voight (23) and Dawson Hughes (24) look on
March 1 in a WIAA Division 1 regional semifinal. The
Cardinals beat the Wildcats 50-38.
clean looks,” Budde said.
Senior guard Tyler Slawek
chipped in eight points.
It was the final game for the
senior trio of Regan Klawiter,
Van Handel and Slawek.
“The commitment that they
have shown to their teammates and our program has
been great,” Budde said. “All
three put others above themselves and are going to do
great things as they move forward in their lives.”

Verona will have Anderson and junior forward Malik
Odetunde back next season.
Budde is looking forward
to the challenge of trying to
break into the top half in the
Big Eight Conference. Budde
wants his returning players
to learn from the loss to Sun
Prairie.
“They need to take advantage of every opportunity that
they get to compete at the
high school level,” he said.

Swimming: Wildcats take ninth at state
Continued from page 1
The state meet was a day
of near-misses early on for
the Wildcats.
Rozeboom finished seventh, .05 of a second away
from a medal in the 50 free,
with a lifetime-best 20.96.
“I was really happy I was
able to go under 21 (seconds),” he said. “I felt like
I had a really good race.
It was just really fast this
year.”
In the 100 free, Rozeboom appeared to finish
fifth (46.41), but he was
later disqualified when an
official ruled he had false
started by flinching before
the start. Rozeboom didn’t
know he was disqualified
until one of the coaches
informed him after the race.
“I felt if I did flinch they
should have said stand up
or something like that and
they just decided to DQ
me,” Rozeboom said. “I felt
cheated out of fifth place. I
allowed myself to be mad
about it for a little bit. My
teammates needed me to
move on and step up for the
relays and that is exactly
what I did.”
It wasn’t the start Wuerger envisioned for his senior
sprinter at the state meet.
“It was a little bit of
bad luck,” Wuerger said.
“Sometimes that happens in
sports. I think it says more
about a person how they
bounce back. I know those
two relays would not have
got on the podium without
him.”

Rozeboom was excited to cap his career with a
medal in the 400 free relay
with Updegrove. The two
hugged after the race.
“It’s bittersweet,” Rozeboom said. “It’s sad that it’s
over. We had a really good
race and it was a happy
moment I got to share with
him. My relationships with
my teammates is what I will
carry with me all throughout my life.”
Best placed 12th in the
100 butterfly (51.21). He
was coming off a school-record performance from
the Middleton sectional
(50.66), which would have
moved him up to 10th at
state.
“He was tapered to peak
last week,” Wuerger said.
“It was probably the second-fastest time of his life
behind last week.”
The Wildcats’ 200 medley relay team of sophomore Conner Arneson,
freshman Nathan Rozeboom, junior Owen Rothamer and Hoppe took 19th
(1:40.76).
Arneson finished 15th
in the 500 free (4:52.81)
a n d We l l n i t z p l a c e d
21st (4:57.69). Wellnitz
was 17th in the 200 free
(1:46.86).
The Wildcats will have
six out of eight swimmers
back that swam at state this
year but here will be a big
void when Rozeboom and
Updegrove graduate.
Wuerger hopes the state
experience will be a driving force for training in

the offseason with various
clubs.
“We hope they put in the
work in the offseason to
swim at this level,” he said.
“You can’t just swim during
the high school season. You
have to be a year-round
swimmer.”

Sectional
It was a record-breaking
day for VA/MH Saturday,
Feb. 9, at the WIAA Division 1 Middleton sectional.
The Wildcats qualified five
individuals to the WIAA
Division 1 state meet in
nine events, including three
relays.
Mount Horeb senior
Shane Rozeboom won a
sectional championship in
the 50-yard freestyle in a
pool-record time of 21.19
seconds. Rozeboom also
qualified in the 100 free
with a second-place finish
(46.95) and will be part of
the Wildcats’ 200 and 400
free relays at state.{/span}
“I felt like I won when I
needed to win,” Rozeboom
said. “It’s a relief to get that
first swim out of the way.”
Best set a school record
by taking second in the 100
butterfly.
The other individual state
qualifiers for the Wildcats
are Verona senior Aidan
Updegrove (200 free, 500
free), Verona sophomore
Ben Wellnitz (200 free, 500
free) and Verona sophomore Conner Arneson (500
free). Best qualified in the
50 free with a sixth-place
finish of :21.82.

going to happen. It’s hockey. Power plays are a huge
part of the game.”
Verona coach Joel Marshall said the turning point
was when USM got a
short-handed goal at the start
of the second period.
“That short-handed goal
against is almost like two
goals against mentally,”
Marshall said. “We kind of
deflated a little bit, and they
inflated and didn’t look back
from that point.”
University School (25-2),
ranked No. 2 in the state,
went on to win the state title
with a 6-2 win over the Neenah co-op.
Osiecki said it was disappointing to have the Wildcats’ season ended at the
state semifinal for the second
straight year, but he’s one of
10 seniors who takes pride in
setting a high bar for the program.
“Being back here two
times in a row is super-exciting,” he said. “There were
a lot of upset faces. We love
each other, played for each
other the whole year. We
gave it our all. That’s all we
can ask for.”
Marshall said it was “an
easier pill to swallow” losing
to what he felt was the top
team in the state and the best
Verona had seen.
“It wasn’t really a bad
game on our part,” Marshall
said. “I think the score is
maybe a little lopsided from
what the pace of the game
was.”
Verona outshot USM
25-18. And with no score in
the final minute of the first
period, Verona had two golden opportunities on the power
play.
Sophomore forward Leo
Renlund’s shot ricocheted off
the post, and then junior forward Cale Rufenacht had a
shot sail wide of the post with
33.8 seconds to go.
Verona then started the
second period on a power
play but couldn’t cash in, and
USM broke the game open.
“You have to outwork
them and get some bounces,”
Marshall said. “They were
kind of smelling blood that
second period. Their top line
took advantage of us time
and time again.”
USM sophomore forward
Reid Woods slipped a shot in
past the near post and Verona
sophomore goaltender Kaden
Grant to extend the lead to
2-0 at 8:30. Senior forward
Robby Newton and junior
forward Tyler Herzberg
tacked on goals to give USM
a 4-0 lead.
“It becomes more and
more frustration the more
you miss and don’t get those
bounces,” Marshall said. “It
kind of snowballed, not in
our favor.”
Verona sophomore forward Walker Haessig had
a team-high seven shots on
goal, but USM junior goaltender Patrick Kelly had 25
saves.
“He was on today,” Haessig said of Kelly. “My
thought process was to get as
many shots as possible and
hope a couple or one would
go in and that would change
the momentum in the game.”
Hasseig was excited to
repeat as Big Eight Conference and sectional champions and make a run back to
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Verona sophomore forward Leo Renlund tries to get
around University School sophomore Noah Eghbali in the
second period.
the state semifinals. After the
game, he was already looking
forward to the future and a
possible third straight trip to
state.
“People really didn’t have
expectations for us,” Haessig
said of this year’s team. “As a
team, we had expectations to
come back to the Coly (Dane
County Coliseum). It’s hard
to take in because you get so
close. But at the end of the
day we are pretty happy with
our season. We left it all on
the ice and we’ll be back next
year.”

Verona 5,
Eau Claire North 1
Junior forward Mack
Keryluk scored a pair of
short-handed goals and sophomore forward Leo Renlund
added two more Thursday, as
Verona beat Eau Claire North
in the WIAA state quarterfinals.
What started as a penalty-riddled opening seven
minutes, finished as a 5-1
victory that sent Verona to the
semifinal. Fifth-seeded Eau
Claire North took advantage
of a 5-minute major in the
first period but fourth-seeded
Verona stormed back with
five unanswered goals.
“We sustained and weathered the storm,” said Marshall, whose Wildcats outshot
North 34-12 after the first
period.
Despite the final score,
the Wildcats’ offense struggled out of the gate. Verona
spent much of the first half
short-handed while trying to
contain the Huskies’ offense
and Wisconsin Hockey
Coaches’ Association Player of the Year Sam Strange.
A senior forward and University of Wisconsin recruit,
Strange was held to one
assist.
Although the Huskies
found the back of the net first,
Verona fought back to take a
2-1 lead by the end of the first
period.
Keryluk, who led Verona
with 42 goals and 81 points,
scored his first short-handed
goal 9 minutes, 45 seconds
into the first period to tie the

game 1-1.
“That’s a good thing, isn’t
it?” Keryluk asked. “It’s all
energy, and it’s super-contagious. It has a trigger effect
for everybody.”
Sophomore forward Walker Haessig pushed the lead to
2-1 with :22 left in the first
period.
Rarely challenged following the first period, Grant
stopped seven shots in the
first and third periods and
faced just five in the second
as Verona outshot Eau Claire
North 43-20. Twenty-four of
those shots came in the second period as the Wildcats
opened up a 4-1 lead with
a pair of goals less than six
minutes apart by Renlund.
The Verona sophomore’s
first goal came following a
hard shot by Ryan Mirwald
from the right of Eau Claire
goaltender Tyler Schreiter
6:42 into the second period.
The Huskies kicked the puck
around the top of the crease
before the left-handed Renlund stepped up and wristed a
rebound into the open net.
Renlund’s second goal
came 12:22 into the period,
following a second scrum
in front as he roofed a power-play goal over traffic in
front to essentially ice the
game with a 4-1 lead.
“Part of it is luck, but every
goal comes with luck,” said
Renlund, who now has nine
goals and 28 points on the
year. “Even if you’re just in
the right place at the right
time, you’ve still got to bury
it.”
Keryluk closed out the win
with a second short-handed
goal, deking and going to the
backhand to score against
Scheither.
The Huskies’ lone goal
came 6:20 into the first period on the power play following a 5-minute major
for checking from behind
assessed to Drew Dingle.
Thirty-four seconds later,
forward Joey Koller and
Eau Claire North were celebrating. It was Verona’s
second penalty of the period.

Photo by Mark Nesbitt

Verona senior forward Drew Dingle reacts after a 5-0 loss
to the University School on March 1 in a WIAA state
semifinal game at the Dane County Coliseum.
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Oregon girls basketball

Oregon can’t escape MG
MARK NESBITT

Assistant sports editor

The WIAA Division 2
regional semifinal rubber
match between the Oregon boys basketball team
and Monona Grove lived
up to its billing on Friday,
March 1.
And there were a lot of
positives for the Panthers
in a 51-48 home loss to the
Silver Eagles, despite the
disappointment of ending a
promising season.
Sophomore guard Erik
Victorson knocked down
five 3-pointers and scored
a ga m e - h i g h 2 1 p o i n t s
while the Panthers (14-9)
collectively shot 7-for-18
from beyond the arc.
They limited the Silver Eagles (16-7) to 24
points in the second half.
Rebounding and freet h r ow s h o o t i n g p r ove d
decisive, however, as MG
outrebounded Oregon
33-23, and the Panthers
managed only 5 of 10 from
the free-throw line.
“One of the areas that
definitely made the difference in the game was on
the glass,” coach Chris Siebert said. “They got some
second-chance opportunities and they made plays.”
The Silver Eagles
jumped out to a 27-21 lead
at the half, led by Henry
Huston and Caden Nelson,
who each scored a teamhigh 14 points. They used
a 3-2 zone for stretches
of both halves, a defense
Siebert said they didn’t
use in the teams’ first two
meetings, though he knew
it helped them in other
games.
“They are long and athletic, and with Sam Hepp
at the top of that zone, it
helps them get out in transition,” he said.
T h e Pa n t h e r s ke p t i t
close and nearly tied it
at the end. Senior guard
Ethan Victorson scored
on a layup with 40 seconds left to cut the deficit
to one, and senior guard
Nolan Look later scored
with 15 seconds to go to
cut the lead to 49-48. After
two free throws gave the
Silver Eagles a three-point
lead, Ethan Victorson’s
potential game-tying 3 at
the buzzer bounced off the
rim. He scored 18 points.
“We are really proud of
the way we competed to
the final buzzer,” Siebert
said. “We wanted to come
out every day and stay
mentally tough.”
Oregon tied Stoughton
for second in the Badger South Conference
behind the Silver Eagles
and dropped two of three
games between them, this
year.
“It’s two even teams,”
Siebert said. “Every time
we played them, it was a
grind.”
The Panthers will graduate four senior starters
this spring. The nucleus
of their team next year
includes Erik Victorson,
junior Adam Yates and
freshman Ryne Panzer.
Siebert said he was
excited by how Erik Victorson emerged as a scorer toward the end of the
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Oregon junior Kaitlyn Schrimpf drives in for a layup on
Friday in a WIAA Division 2 regional semifinal against
DeForest. The Norskies beat the Panthers 48-46. Schrimpf
scored a team-high 14 points.

Season ends
with a stunner
MARK NESBITT
Assistant sports editor

Photos by Eddie Brognano

Junior Adam Yates pivots around Monona Grove senior Henry Huston to score to extend
Oregon’s first-half lead. The Panthers lost to the Silver Eagles 51-48 in a WIAA Division 2
regional semifinal in Oregon on March 1.

‘We are really
proud of the way
we competed to the
final buzzer. We
wanted to come out
every day and stay
mentally tough. It’s
two even teams.
Every time we
played them, it was a
grind.’
- Oregon coach
Chris Siebert
season.
“He really turned the
c o r n e r t h e fi n a l t h r e e
weeks,” Siebert said. “He
shot the ball at an elite level. He did a really good job
of staying aggressive and
he did a good job of guarding Caden Nelson.”
Siebert said while next
year’s team should once
again contend for a conference title, he wants the
players to set those goals,
not the coaches.
“We don’t want to set a
goal because then it seems
like a demand and it won’t
be fun anymore,” he said.
“We are confident in what
we have in place and the
talent that we have coming. Conference championships are won March
through November.”
In addition to developing

Oregon sophomore Erik Victorson scores on a layup through
the reach of Monona Grove senior Sam Hepp on March 1.
quickness, strength, agility
and shooting ability this
coming off-season, Siebert
wants to see his players
involved in other sports in

the spring.
“We want kids in other
sports, because it builds
competitiveness, toughness and builds athletes.”

Locked in a tie with 33
seconds to go in a WIAA
Division 2 regional semifinal Friday, Feb. 22, Oregon
girls basketball coach Adam
Wamsley put his trust in the
team’s three-guard lineup.
The Panthers had pulled
even with DeForest on
junior guard Izzie Peterson’s
3-pointer with 1 minute, 53
seconds left. And Wamsley
wanted the Panthers to hold
for a final shot, but Oregon
was called for traveling with
9.4 seconds left.
DeForest junior guard
Sam Schaeffer capitalized
with a layup with 1.8 seconds to go, stunning the Panthers 48-46.
“It was tough,” said junior
guard Kaitlyn Schrimpf, who
scored a team-high 14 points.
“We still had some time left.
We knew we had to play
until the last buzzer and play
for our seniors.”
It was an abrupt and
shocking end to the season
for fourth-seeded Oregon
(14-9), which had gone
10-2 in its final 12 games
entering the tournament,
including wins over Monroe
and Stoughton. DeForest
(17-7) beat Monona Grove
in a regional final Saturday
to advance to the sectional
semifinal and will play Monroe at 7 p.m. Thursday in
McFarland.
“You don’t expect it to end
like that,” Wamsley said. “It’s
a fleeting moment. For the
seniors my heart goes out to
them. We gave all we had.
The effort and energy was
there.”
Wamsley didn’t second-guess his plan to hold
the ball for a final shot on the
Panthers’ home court before
the turnover.
“When you have your
three-guard lineup in, we
should have been able to handle that pressure,” he said.

“Based on the pressure they
were showing us, the play
we would have run with 15
seconds left, we would have
caught them with a screen
action that would have got us
a good shot. It wasn’t a good
last few seconds for us.”
Oregon had one last-ditch
effort after calling a timeout
with 1.5 seconds.
Senior Jenna Statz’s baseball pass was batted out of
bounds by DeForest sophomore forward Grace Roth,
and a second try with 1.4
seconds sailed out of bounds.
Junior guard Liz Uhl
added 10 points and Statz
chipped in nine.
It was a see-saw battle
in the second half, with the
largest lead for either team
being six points. Early on,
the game had the makings of
one that would go down to
the wire.
Senior guard Katie Eisele
and Schrimpf each knocked
down 3-pointers midway
through the first half to give
the Panthers a 14-8 lead.
Schrimpf scored eight points
in the first half and hit two
3-pointers to help the Panthers take a 21-20 lead at the
break.
“Ever since the first minute of the game we were hitting our 3s,” Schrimpf said.
“We probably shot the best
we have all season. We knew
that when you catch the ball
if you’re open you had to be
confident and they would be
closing out pretty hard. We
just had to shoot it and block
everything else out.”
DeForest senior Aleah
Grundahl scored a teamhigh 12 points and had seven
rebounds, and junior forward
Sam Mickelson added 10.
The Norskies had 10
offensive rebounds in the
second half.
“Rebounding and defensive breakdowns really hurt
us,” Wamsley said. “I wish
we could have grabbed a
few more rebounds.”
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West boys hockey

Baldwin named Big Eight player of the year
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Madison West senior forward
Drake Baldwin might not have
been able to lead the Regents
to a Big Eight title, but coaches
around the conference took note
of his play once again.
One of the elite scorers in the
state for the second straight year,
Baldwin earned first-team honors and was named the conference’s player of the year.
Baldwin, not only led the conference in goals, he finished second in the entire state – falling
two behind La Crosse Aquinas/
Holmen senior forward Ryan
Wink with 46 goals. The Regent
senior was fifth in the state with
70 points in just 24 games.
And hockey is not even the
best sport for the Missouri State
U n ive r s i t y b a s e b a l l r e c r u i t .
The Regents’ catcher, Baldwin
earned second-team all-conference honors as a junior, when he
batted .344 with 16 runs scored,
three doubles, one triple, one
home run and 12 RBIs. He also
stole nine of 11 bases. Baldwin
also hit .328 as a sophomore
when he earned all-conference
honorable mention honors.
Junior defenseman Devin Huie
was named to the second-team,
and junior defenseman Beckett
Frey and sophomore goaltender Ian Hedican were honorable
mentions.
H u i e s c o r e d s ev e n g o a l s
and assisted on 12 more in 24
games along the blue line. He
scored three power-play goals
and set up six more. A fellow
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Madison West senior Drake Baldwin was named Big Eight player of the year. He finished second in the state in goals and fifth in points.

defenseman, Frey scored three power play goals.
a 13-6-2 record to goal along Sun Prairie’s Chris Finkler and
goals and assisted on 11 more in
Hedican was a rock in net for with a .912 save percentage and Janesville’s John Mauermann
his first year as a varsity starter. the Regents, starting 21 of 23 a 2.49 goals-against average.
shared coach of the year honors.
He scored and assisted on three regular season games. He posted
Madison West’s Steve Libert,

Verona boys hockey

Verona lands three on first-team all-conference list
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

The Verona boys hockey team
had a Big Eight-best seven all-conference honorees, including three
first-teamers, when the team was
announced in late February.
Junior forward Mack Keryluk,
senior defenseman Jake Osiecki
and sophomore goaltender Kaden
Grant led the Wildcats at their
respective positions. The rest of the
conference took notice, selecting
each to the first-team.
Junior forward Cale Rufenacht
and senior defenseman Kade Binger were second-team honorees and
sophomores forward Walker Haessig and defenseman Nathan Jurrens
were honorable mentions.
The group helped the Wildcats
win their third straight conference
title with a 13-1 record (17-5-2
overall).
Keryluk powered Verona’s
offense all season, scoring 34 goals,
which was sixth in the state, and
setting up 32, which tied for eighth
in Wisconsin. He finished second to
only Big Eight Player of the Year
Drake Baldwin in goals (46) and
points (70). Keryluk comes from a
family of hockey players, as both
his father, Ken (81-82), and brother
Zac (2015-16) played for the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His
sister Steph plays at St. Lawrence
University, and his brother Jack
is playing in the Eastern Hockey
League.
A finalist for the Wisconsin
Hockey Coaches Association’s
player of the year award, Osiecki
also comes from a hockey family.
His father Mark, was drafted by the
Calgary Flames, and he is the associate head coach of the UW men’s

Big Eight AllConference
First team: Mack Keryluk, Jake
Osiecki, Kaden Grant
Second team: Cale Rufenahct,
Cade Binger
Honorable mentions: Walker
Haessig, Nathan Jurrens
hockey team. His grandfather was
also a longtime coach at various
levels from high school to college.
That tutelage helped serve him
well, as Osiecki made the conversion from forward to defense two
years ago to help the team shore up
the blueline. Osiecki finished sixth
on the team with 19 points (4 goals,
15 assists). He helped set up four
power-play goals.
Osiecki was one of five players to earn the Davis Drewiske top
defenseman award by the Wisconsin Prep Hockey Association at a
banquet Saturday, March 2 in Madison.
Osiecki said he’s planning on
playing junior hockey next year and
is looking to making it to college
hockey.
He credits his father for his success.
“He definitely pushes me and
gives me advice that is super-crucial in a hockey career,” Osiecki
said.
Following the graduation of both
goaltenders from last year’s state
run, Grant was a welcome addition as a sophomore. He stepped in
right away and joined Keryluk and
Osiecki on the first team.
Four of the sophomores’ first

Photo by Jeremy Jones

Verona junior forward Mack Keryluk celebrates after scoring a short-handed goal in the Wildcats’ 5-1 win over
Eau Claire North Feb. 28 in a WIAA Division 1 state quarterfinal at the Dane County Coliseum.
five starts (Madison Edgewood,
Waukesha, Notre Dame and Sun
Prairie) were against teams that
were ranked at some point during
the season. Still, he weathered the
storm and went 2-0-2 during that
stretch. He finished the regular season 12-5-2 in goal with a .914 save
percentage and a 2.47 goals against
average.
Rufenacht finished second only
to Keryluk in goals (18), assists
(25) and points (43) for the Wildcats and earned second-team

honors. The three-sport star who
also plays football and golf at Verona, he was invaluable on the power play, scoring a team-best sixth
times. He tied Keryluk for the most
game-winning goals (5).
Binger played in 24 games and
posted a team-best plus-minus 23
as a top-tier defenseman. He proved
he could score, recording five goals
(3 ppg) and assisting on 17 more
goals to earn second-team honors.
Haessig missed three games with
an injury but still finished third on

the team with 17 goals, (19 assists)
in 21 games and was named to the
honorable mention team. Playing
the majority of the season on a line
with Keryluk and Rufenacht, he
scored three power-play goals and
set up six more.
Jurrens was the third defenseman
by the Wildcats to be named to the
all-conference team. His numbers
were nearly identical to his freshman season and he scored four
times and assisted on eight more,
including three power-play goals.
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Gymnastics

Happy landings at state
Dohnal 25th, Veak
26th on vault in first
state experience
MARK NESBITT
Assistant sports editor

Hailey Dohnal and Maggie
Veak got to experience the
WIAA Division 1 state gymnastics meet for the first time
Saturday, March 2, in Wisconsin Rapids.
Dohnal, a Verona Area High
School junior, finished 25th
on the vault with a score of
8.517 and Veak, a sophomore
at Verona, took 26th (8.3).
Verona/Madison Edgewood
co-coach Rachael Hauser was
excited Dohnal and Veak got a
chance to experience the state
meet.
“They both stood up one of
their two attempts, so that’s a
success in my book,” Hauser
said.
Hauser said the goal for the
pair of first time state qualifiers was to take in and enjoy
the experience at state.
“For first-timers, this meet
can be overwhelming, and
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Verona sophomore Maggie Veak took 26th on the vault with
a score of 8.3 at the WIAA Division 1 state meet Saturday in
Wisconsin Rapids.
we had the added stressor of
being first up under the new
competition format which
had everyone a little frazzled
behind the scenes,” Hauser said. “I think Hailey and
Maggie both had a great finish
to what we’ve considered a

rebuilding year for the V/ME
program, and I know they are
driven to get back to state next
year.”
Dohnal said she didn’t have
high expectations for herself.
“I just wanted to go and do
my best,” she said. “My goal
was just to stand up one of my
vaults.”
She did that on her second
attempt, a Tsukahara vault.
The “tusk” vault requires
Dohnal to do a roundoff onto
the springboard, and then she
has to do a quarter-turn onto
the horse before pushing off
with her hands and finishing
with a backflip. It’s named
after Japanese gymnast Mitsuo Tsukahara, who used it in
1972.
Veak began the season
doing a Yurchenko tuck vault.
On Saturday, she changed it
to a Yurchenko pike vault. The
starting value is a 9.8 instead
of a 9.6 for the Yurchenko
Verona junior Hailey Dohnal took 25th on the vault at the
tuck.
WIAA Division 1 state meet on March 2 in Wisconsin Rapids.
“I got a good grasp of what

gymnastics looks like at an
elite level,” Veak said. “I
didn’t have my best vault at
state. I’m happy I landed one.”
Hauser said she would like
to see Dohnal compete with a
pike vault next year.
For the first time at state,
gymnasts warmed up for the
vault in a different gym before
competing.
“It was a little nerve-wracking because I was the first one,
and there was a lot of good
competition there,” Dohnal
said.
Junior Gracie Holland of
Marshfield won the all-around
competition with a score of
37.267, edging out last year’s
champion, Alexis Woida of
Middleton, who compiled a
score of 37.233 for second
place.
Holland won the vault
competition with a 9.567,
and Woida was second with a
vault (9.467) after taking third
last year.
Hartford sophomore Emily Perkowski was crowned
champion in the floor exercise
with a 9.4.
Hauser said the team should
be improved next year and
will emphasize the vault over
the summer.
“We have big aspirations for
the other three events as well,”
she said. “This team has a lot
of untapped potential, and I
expect to see upgrades across
the board from the whole
team come next November.”
Veak is going out for track
and field in hopes of becoming a more versatile athlete.
“I will take a couple weeks
off from gymnastics, but I will
attend some open gyms and
workshops so I don’t lose my
core skills,” she said.
The Wildcat/Crusaders
finished second in the Big
Eight Conference in the
regular season behind Sun
Prairie and fourth in the
conference tournament.
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Continued from page 1
senior Sean O’Connor and
teDuits opened the meet
by winning the 200-medley relay in 1:35.07. Junior
Nate Frucht, Senke, Moen
and teDuits closed out the
meet with more than a two
second victory over Elkhorn with a time of 3:12.3.
It was more than a five-second record for the quartet.
Frucht also found success in the pool individually, dropping more than
three-and-a-half seconds
from his season time to
add the 200 freestyle in
1:42.26. Later, he shaved
nearly 15 seconds off his
500 free to finish third in
4:43.73. Shorewood senior
Evan Szablewski won the
race in 4:39.48.
Earlier in the day, sophomore Ben Stitgen defended
his state diving title with
458.65 points.
Senior Tommy Beyer,
sophomore Chase Korb,
O’Connor and Frucht

fi n i s h e d r u n n e r- u p t o
Rhinelander with a time
of 1:28.15 in the 200 free
relay. The Hodags posted a
state-best 1:27.76.
Moen finished runner-up
to Badger South rival Jeremiah Mansavage in the 100
free with his time of 47.89.
Mansavage, who also won
the 50 free (:21.9), took the
100 free in 47.49. Moen
also added a third-place
individual finish in the 100
backstroke with his 51.41.
Rhinelander senior Nolan
Francis won the race in
49.91.
Senke added a medal
in the 100 back, finishing
fifth in 53.74.

The rest
Senke (200 IM) and
O’Conner (100 free) each
placed ninth. Beyer finished 12th in the 50 free.
Freshman Davis Petersen
was 12th, and O’Connor
finished 15th in the 100
back. Petersen was also
15th in the 200 free.

Get Connected

Find updates and links right away.

Search for us on Facebook as
“Fitchburg Star” and then LIKE us.

The Legacy at Noel Manor

Our new 32 apartment memory care community
for our residents with demena is now open.

LOW

Call Howard to discuss
your Future Home

State: Crusaders win four
individual, two relay golds

NOW OPEN

Local Home
INVENTORY is
Let’s talk about
lot & construction
loans.

Photo by Mark Nesbitt

Madison Edgewood’s Truman teDuits swims the butterfly during the 200-yard individual medley in a dual meet
against Stoughton. The top-ranked Crusaders won the
WIAA Division 2 state meet.

MEMORY CARE SERVICES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24-hour dedicated staﬀ
Personal emergency call system
Secured door system
Specialized acvity program using It’s Never 2 Latee
Three daily home cooked meals plus snacks
Housekeeping and laundry
Walk-in showers
Beauty salon and barber shop
Ulies (except phone)
Basic cable TV
Scheduled transportaon

LIFESTYLE FEE
WAIVED
NOW - APRIL 30!

CapitolBank.com/mortgages | 108 E. Verona Avenue | 608.845.0108 | Member FDIC

435 Prairie Oaks Dr. • Verona, WI
608-729-9001 • noelmanorliving.com

adno=54781

Our mission is to take care of our loved ones with compassion and grace.
grace
adno=59872
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Winter time is party time

Beat the winter blues with a fun time – indoors or out
ALEXANDER CRAMER

off their shoes. From there,
kids can jump into the heavily-padded world of ninja agility.
There’s a party room for
exchanging gifts and eating
cake, but Howard said most
parties only end up spending about 15 minutes in there
before the kids hustle back
out to the gym to burn off
more energy.
For information, call 8492591.

Unified Newspaper Group

As cabin fever starts to
fully take hold, it might
be time to take the kiddos
and their friends out for an
old-fashioned party, birthday or not.
Luckily, there are many
options in Dane County, as
varied as a classic arcade,
a park shelter beside a
sledding hill overlooking
a beach and playground
and a ninja gym based on
a popular competition TV
show. So pack up the family and get celebrating,
spring is just around the
corner.

Lake Kegonsa State
Park

Geeks Mania Arcade
6502 Odana Rd, Madison
This “classic arcade out
of the 1980s or 90s” boasts
dozens of arcade games, pool
tables, air hockey, pinball
and ski-ball, co-owner Mike
Arndt said.
There’s a rental room set
aside for parties, and renting
it for two hours includes a
wristband that allows participants in and out all day.
Partiers bring their own food
and decorations, and are let

Photo courtesy Geeks Mania Arcade

Geeks Mania, 1980s and 90s classic arcade on Odana Road, offers birthday parties.
off a little more of the kids’
energy than they would at an
arcade, Go Ninja in Waunakee might be your best bet.
The “ninja gym” is styled
Go Ninja
off the American Ninja Warrior TV show and has obstacles
1100 Frank H St.,
designed to challenge young
Waunakee
If you’re looking to burn and old alike.

loose on the games, which animals, there are two “skill
are all set to free play.
cranes,” Arndt said.
Though the ski-ball tickets
For information, call 316can’t be turned in for stuffed 1644.

4 6 5 1 CO . R D Z Z D O D G E V I L L E , W I

Parties are generally aimed
at kids age 4-16, manager
Stephen Howard said, who
are set loose on apparatuses
such as monkey bars, warped
climbing walls and padded
obstacle courses.
Parents sign a waiver, andmake sure their kids take

Fostering a better understanding of God, self, others and nature

2019 SUMER C AMP REGISTRATION OPEN NOW!

At left, cross-country skiing
is popular in many areas,
including Lake Kegonsa State
Park, 2405 Door Creek Road,
just north of Stoughton. The
park is open for use all year.

adno=60577

GRADES 2-11
SUMMER CAMPS 2019 INCLUDE:
Music camp with Leotha Stanley
Aquapalooza
Ultimate survivor
Adventure Camp
Nature at Night
Whiz Bang Boom

Photo courtesy Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

www.bethelhorizons.org/what-we-do/summer-camps

The Caring Center/
Verona Montessori House

Kids
Need
Good
Homes

Summer Enrichment Camps

Foster Parents Needed!
Desire to make a difference in a child’s life?
Family Works Programs, Inc. is looking for people
interested in becoming treatment foster parents.
We provide:
• Training
• Weekly Social Worker
Contact
• Respite

Serving Verona families for 47 years!

Visit our website for more info:
www.caringcenter.com

Make a difference, call today!
adno=60092

608-845-8620

• Monthly Support Groups
• 24-Hour Crisis Intervention
• Compensation Based On
The Needs Of The Child

608-233-9204 or 800-660-9204
www.family-works.com

adno=60726

ecause learning doesnt stop in the summer!
Strengthen skills,
Grow in knowledge,
Reach a little higher!

2405 Door Creek Rd,
Stoughton
It might seem strange to
have an outdoor party in the
middle of March, but the
park shelters don’t go anywhere in the winter, and it’s a
better time than ever to soak
up some Vitamin D. When
it’s harder to find the motivation to get out and exercise,
Lake Kegonsa State Park’s
extensive cross-country skiing and snowshoeing trails
make a great excursion.
The upper picnic area at
the state park just north of
Stoughton is next to a sledding hill and has picnic tables
and a grill for cooking. At the
bottom of the hill, there’s a
playground and a beach for
when the weather warms up.
Kids can take a break from
sledding to roast weenies or
make s’mores and its close
enough to a parking area to
make lugging the gear bearable, especially on a sled.
Shelters are available on a
first-come, first-served basis,
and costs $45 to reserve for
a day, but reservations aren’t
generally necessary in the
winter.
Parking requires a Wisconsin State Park pass, which is
$8 per day or $28 per year
for state residents.
For information, call 8739695.

BRINGING A DIVERRSE COMMUNITY
OF YOUNG MUSSICIANS TOGETHER
JUNIOR SESSION

SENIOR SESSION

For students compleng grades 6-8

For students compleng grades 9-12

JUNE 16-22

JUNE 23-28

smc.wisc.edu
adno=60736
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Kids to the ‘Rescue’

Youth CPR, safety classes available around Dane County
SCOTT DE LARUELLE

do.
“They talk to kids about what
to expect if a real emergency
happens, if an ambulance comes
to your house, what are they
going to see,” he said. “If you
expect things, they won’t be as
scary.”
When Schulz retired from
teaching full-time a few years
ago, he was presented with a
lifetime award by the American
Red Cross for his years teaching
the kids’ First Aid class. Calling
it a “huge honor” he was never
expecting, it was overshadowed
recently by a letter he received
from a “Rescue Kids” alumnus.
The fifth-grader, home with
her little brother and a teenage
babysitter, noticed her brother
was choking and immediately
her training from the class took
over.
“She told the babysitter to call
911 and went through the steps,”
Schulz said. “She noticed he
couldn’t make any sounds, so she
gave him abdominal thrusts and
opened up his airway again.
“She wrote me a letter, ‘Mr.
Schulz, please tell the kids on
your class to pay attention,
because it helped me save my
brother.’”
While most kids won’t face
life-or-death situations like that,
Schulz said the whole point of

Unified Newspaper Group

“Don’t be scared, be prepared.”
Kids of all ages like to show
they’re independent and can do
things for themselves. When it
comes to health and safety, there
are plenty of courses around
Dane County where kids can
learn skills and confidence they
can use their whole lives, even if
they don’t grow up to become an
EMT or firefighter.
Since 1991, Oregon School
District educator Dale Schulz has
taught safety and basic First Aid
classes for kids, which in recent
years has morphed into the “Rescue Kids” course for fourth-graders. With a class motto of “Don’t
be scared, be prepared,” he said,
it’s a good time for kids to start
learning how to take care of
themselves and others.
“Kids are starting to stay home
a little bit, are assigned a little
more responsibility with their
parents and are taking care of little brothers or sisters for a longer
time,” Schulz said. “We thought
it would be a good thing to introduce to kids the happenstance –
what if?”
Schulz said he appreciates
working with their EMTs and
firefighters during the classes to
let kids see up close what they

Voted Madison Hulafrog’s
Best Learning Center!

Photo submitted

Landon Schulz and Jameson Noack practice saving infants who are not breathing at the Rescue Kids class in
Brooklyn in January 2018.
the class, and many others like
it offered by the Red Cross and
other groups, is to be prepared.
“You can go home and talk to
your parents about what kind of

plan do you have just in case, injured?
“You are that age where you’re
and share this with your family, the skills you guys have just old enough to learn this stuff.”
learned,” he said. “What if someone in your family becomes

LUNCH + HAPPY HOUR + DINNER + LATE NIGHT

Program Guide
available March
11 th at
CITherapies.com

J in us for
Join
or
SUMMER
S
SUMME
UMMER
MM
JJune 10th
10 - AAugust
g st 30th

Speech Therapy
Occupaonal Therapy
y
Physical Therapy
•
Feeding Therapy
•
Aquac Therapy
•
Music Therapy
•
Social Groups

Eight community clinics across Wisconsin!

Recreaonal Groups
Intensive OT/PT Program
Specialized ASD Program
Free Birth-to-3 Play Groups

adno=61315

(608) 819-6394 | CItherapies.com
h

VERONA

@citherapy

2nd
Friday
of each
month

957 liberty dr
608-497-1800

NEW GLARUS

700 railroad st
608-527-5000

adno=59958

& more!
An o
Announcing
our newest
e s clinic
i c Hatchery
e Hill at
2990 Cahill
Ca Main,
M
S
Suite
204 in Fitchburg!
t

adno=60731

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WWW.SUGARRIVERPIZZA.COM

Discover the

Looking for
some family fun?
You’re invited to check out Family Connect
at Hillcrest Bible Church!

8

April

12

May

10

Enjoy family-style dinner, music, drama, games,
and more... for the whole family!
For families with kids in K-4th grade
Siblings welcome
Cost: $10 suggested donation per family

Ballet, Pointe, Hip Hop, Jazz, Contemporary,
Modern & Tap for ages 3-Adult
adno=62171

•
•
•

752 E Netherwood St, Oregon • 608.835.7972 • www.hbclife.com
To stay up to date, like us on facebook!

Summer camps and classes offered in all skill levels!

608-273-3453

3214 Syene Rd., Ste. 4 Madison, WI 53713
www.madisonprodance.com
email: madisonprodance@gmail.com

adno=61338

March

adno=61334

6-8
pm

www.kindermusikwithdebbie.com
Madison’s Near West Side
608.274.6635
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Season’s ‘readings’

Library programs help prevent ‘summer slide’
EMILIE HEIDEMANN
Unified Newspaper Group

File photo by Kimberly Wethal

Luca Totaro reads a magazine in
the children’s section in the Verona
Public Library.

programming age groups are
more “ambiguous,” with more
loosely defined “baby,” “kids,”
and “teens” programs. Kids
have the option as sixth- and
seventh-graders if they want to
read as teens, or stay with the
kids program until they become
eighth-graders, since the incentives to read may no longer suit
their interests, Montague said.
“You’re never too old to do it,”
she said.
Montague said readers are able
to get prizes – an example could
be a pass to a Madison Mallards
game.
When kids complete the summer program, she said they get
a yard sign that reads “A library
champion lives here.”
Lori Bell, a children’s services librarian at the Middleton
Public Library, said its program
is similar to other Dane County
libraries, except participants gain
entry into a grand prize drawing
for a party at the Henry Vilas
Zoo. Bell said one year, a child
won a ride on a biplane.
Middleton Public Library
offers programs for 0-12-yearolds, 13-19-year-olds, and adults

John Cho, 8, creates a bubble out of a geometrically shaped wand.
beyond 20. The “bones are the
same” but the prizes are different
for each group, Bell said.
Like most libraries as well,
Bell said “all summer long we
have special events and special
performers” that coincide with
programming.

At right, Adyson Weaver Larson,
4, runs through a cloud of bubbles
during the Oregon Public Library’s
summer reading kick off party in
2017.
File photo by Amber Levenhagen

Salon, Spa,
Massage and More

New Families
Join and Pay by May 1 and get $25 off 2019 Annual Dues

787 N. Main, Oregon
adno=60720

adno=61343

(Next to Bill’s Foods)

WWW.SEMINOLEPOOL.ORG • FITCHURG

835-3666

www.cuttingedgehairetc.com
adno=60734

YEAR ROUND LESSONS • SIGN UP TODAY!

It’s messy, it’s fun,
it’s adventurous...
it’s

swim smarter | swim safer

Girl Scout
Camp!
WEST MADISON
1001 Deming Way
831-6829

FITCHBURG
6220 Nesbitt Road
276-7946

Behind
Pancake
Cafe

Photo by Kimberly Wethal

adno=60949

Summertime is the season for
outdoor activities, get-togethers with friends and family and
making memories while school
is out.
But librarians across Dane
County say those summer
months are also the perfect time
to grab a book, sit under the sun
and get some reading done.
For children and teens, it help
sprevent what’s known as the
“summer slide.” That’s when,
during the three-month break
from school, kids might not
retain what they’ve learned during the previous year.
To help prevent that slide,
libraries have summer reading
programs in place to engage people of all ages – this year’s theme
is all about a “universe of stories.”
The Verona Public Library
has programming available for
0-2-year-olds, 3-11-year-olds
and kids 12 and older. Assistant director and head of youth
services Julie Harrison said the
most popular program is for
the 3-11-year-olds, as they can
obtain coupons, some are which
donated from the local Culver’s.
“Kids can sign up to track what
they are reading and come back
for coupons and free books,” she
said.
Harrison explained the program is spread out throughout
the entire summer break, whereas
other libraries may confine theirs
to June and July. In the middle of
the summer, participants have the
option of buying prize books the
library was able to buy because
of donations.
“I don’t know what other
libraries have the funding to buy
prize books,” Harrison said.
Lynn Montague, head of youth
services at Sun Prairie Public
Library said she built its summer reading programs from “the
ground up,” shaping it around the
interests of parents and kids, who
can track time spent reading or
the quantity of pages.
She said in comparison to
other Dane County libraries,

www.swimwest.com
adno=59963

ALL GIRLS WELCOME
gsbadgerland.org
800.236.2710
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How to set up parental controls on children’s electronic devices
The Internet is a valuable tool
that can benefit kids in the classroom and beyond. But as parents
know, the internet also can be a
danger to youngsters.
As hard as parents may try to
govern their children’s Internet usage, kids’ curiosity often
compels them to go online when
parents aren’t keeping watch.
Parental controls are a great
way to protect youngsters while
they’re online. Setting up such
controls may vary depending on
the type of devices kids use, and
the following guide can help parents whose children use popular
Android, Amazon Fire and iOS
devices.

and when it is on. When using
the Family Link app, parents will
need to create a separate Google
account for their children.

Amazon Fire

Amazon Fire is another popular, user-friendly tablet that many
children use. Each Fire device
comes with FreeTime built-in.
FreeTime bans advertisements
and restricts purchases so kids
cannot spend their parents’ money without permission.
In addition, FreeTime allows
parents to restrict content, ensuring kids will only be able to see
content already approved by
adults. Adults also can set up time
restrictions to limit the amount of
Android
time their kids spend online, and
T h e p a r e n t a l c o n t r o l s o n they can even prevent access to
Android devices allow parents certain activities, including video
to restrict access to various types games.
of content, including television
shows and movies, games and iOS
apps. The Family Link app, which
The iOS is an operating syscan be downloaded through the tem for mobile devices manufacGoogle Play store, enables par- tured by Apple. The Screen Time
ents to track their kids’ online function on iOS devices allows
usage and even set up limits on parents to restrict the use of and
how much time they can spend downloading of certain apps,
online each day, as well as mon- including those built-in on iOS
itor the location of the device

devices.
Parents can specify which websites their children are allowed
to visit, preventing them from
visiting sites that kids should
not see. Screen Time also allows

parents to block purchases made
through iTunes, ensuring kids
won’t run rampant spending money on music, television shows and
music.
Parental controls can help

parents’ monitor their youngsters’
tablet usage and protect them
from visiting websites designed
for adults.
– Metro News Service

Making the most of family vacations with the kids
Family vacations can
seem like daunting endeavors to organize, as planners
must cater to each member
of the family and their individual needs.
Family vacations can cost
several thousand dollars,
which only adds to the pressure planners may be under.
But careful planning makes
it possible to simplify the
process so more time can be
spent resting, relaxing and
having fun.

accommodations.This often
means booking rooms at
family friendly hotels.
Things to look for when
seeking hotels include
amenities like swimming
pools and recreation areas, nearby parks and other attractions that kids can
enjoy, and easy access to
stores that sell necessities.
When booking a room,
request one that is close to
the elevator or the breakfast
buffet. If you have youngsters who nap or go to bed
Child-friendly hotel
early, try to book adjoinOne of the “musts” when ing rooms or one-bedroom
booking a family vaca- suites. This way the kids
tion is finding the right are tucked in but accessible,

allowing adults to enjoy w h e n y o u a r r ive . F ew
things can be as head their downtime.
ache-inducing as dragging
Plan the trip together
along extra luggage with
Get the entire family kids in tow.
Choosing a hotel or
involved when planning a
vacation and let children resort with laundry facilwho are old enough to have ities can be advantageous
a say in some of the trav- to active families who may
el plans. Let kids choose get messy along the way.
some activities, pick some
Allow for downtime
restaurants or even select
While it’s beneficial to
which seats to sit in on the
have an itinerary, leave
airplane.
some moments for sponPack as lightly as
taneity and rest. You don’t

possible

Pack light and, if possible, buy some necessities

want to return home so
tired from the trip that you
need another break. Use
downtime as opportunities
for kids to lead the way.

Travel off the beaten
path

to families, there’s plenty of enjoyment to be had
exploring lesser-known
islands or villages. And
while you’re at it, introduce children to native cuisines so they can broaden
their culinary palates.

M a t u r e c h i l d r e n m a y Relive the memories
like sights and sounds that
Make lasting vacation
aren’t necessarily designed
memories
more by putting
for kids.
together
a
photo album or
So while it may be
scrapbook.
tempting to stick to bigname resorts that cater
– Metro News Service

Feeding…
the Leaders of Tomorrow!

80%

Of Learning
Is Done Through
Sight!
It’s not too early to have your child’s vision checked.
Dr. Tami S. Hunt, Optometrist
Dr. Emmylou Wilson, Optometrist

Proud supporter of today’s kids.

Open Daily
6:30am - 9:00pm

adno=59960

608-845-6478
adno=59946

320 S. Main Street, Verona
(608) 848-5168
www.VeronaVisionCare.com

210 S. Main St., Verona
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Madison schools
Leopold
performs ‘The
Aristocats’
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From left,
Abigail
(Anja
DeWald)
and Emilio
(Joshua
White)
sing “The
Gabble
Girls.”

ConnectFitchburg.com

Leopold Elementary
School students put on four
performances of “Disney’s
the Aristocats, Kids” in the
school gym on Feb. 22.
Based on the 1970s Disney movie “The Aristocats”, the play tells the story of four cats trying to find
their way home after being
abandoned in the countrysided by their owner’s butler.
– Justin Loewen

On the web
More photos from the performance:

ConnectFitchburg.com
Photos by Justin Loewen

KEEP IT LOCAL IN FITCHBURG!

adno=15330

The animals celebrate during a schoolday performance.

Banking locally

EVER AFTER

IS MORE INTERESTING
Open the interest bearing checking
account that ﬁts your lifestyle today!

1.76

(608) 845-1010
Children’s Birthday Parties
OPEN BOWLING DAILY
Call for lane availability

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday 4-6pm

%
APY

3050 Cahill Main Street, #6

(Corner of High Ridge Tr. and Fish Hatchery Rd.)
• Se Habla Español
• Free Home Delivery
• Adherence Package
• Psychiatric & Addiction Services

1

for balances of $250,000 and above

SERIES CHECKING

Daily
Lunch
Specials
adno=50067

Nobody covers

Fitchburg
like the

It’s your paper!

ConnectFitchburg.com

608-845-9559

Signature Series Checking Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are accurate as of 01/25/2019. APY tiers apply to the following
balances: 0% APY on balances of $0.00 to $49,999.99. 0.75% APY on balances of $50,000.00 up to $149,999.99. 1.26%
APY on balances of $150,000.00 up to $249,999.99. 1.76% APY on balances of $250,000.00 and above. Rates and terms
may change after the account is opened. Minimum deposit to open account is $1,000. Fees may reduce earnings. Signature
Series Checking is a Consumer Checking account. Member FDIC
1

BECOME PART OF THE FAMILY,
NOT JUST ANOTHER CUSTOMER.
WhatAGreatPharmacy.com

(608) 274-3784

Insurance Accepted • Discount Pricing

Would you like to see your
ad on this page?
Contact your Account
Executive at 608-845-9559

adno=57000

6285 Nesbitt Road, Fitchburg, WI 53719

Fantastic Deck
Corporate Parties
Banquet Facilities
Sports Bar
Pro Shop

GHC, Humana, Express Scripts,
Quartz, Navitus, Forward Health
and all Medicare D Plans.

adno=50069

Friday
Fish
Fry

ALL INSURANCES ACCEPTED:

Oregon/Verona schools
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Oregon School District

What’s online for VASD

NESTs that feel like home

Read these and more Verona Area School District stories at ConnectFitchburg.com:

RCI ‘socialemotional learning’
program shows
promise
SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Unified Newspaper Group

Every Tuesday morning
at Rome Corners Intermediate School, dozens of
“NESTs” spring up all over
the building.
But they’re not the kind
that principal Jason Zurawik needs to call an exterminator for – in fact, he
couldn’t be more pleased
with how they’re developing.
The “Never Ending Support Teams” are a new way
the Oregon School District is supporting students’
social-emotional learning
this school year, with smallgroup, 40-minute sessions
that seem to be helping students control their feelings
and get along better with
their classmates.
Assisting students with
emotional needs has been
a part of school instruction
for years, but in the past,
those needs were addressed
with sporadic meetings
with counselors, and often
those lessons weren’t reinforced by other staff.
In the last few years,
though, the school is
increasingly using a new
curriculum that covers students’ social-emotional
learning, and this past summer refined that approach
by training all staff members to participate.
All fifth- and sixth-graders are randomly divided
into groups of about a dozen students called a NEST,
led by a teacher, administrator or staff member.
The roughly 50 groups talk
informally about their feelings, and cover lessons on
understanding and dealing
with emotions and other
people.
And while it’s only been
going for a few months,
it’s already showing promise as a way to get students
to share their feelings and
communicate better with
each other, Zurawik said.
“Ultimately, we want this
to not just be 40 minutes
once a week, we want this
to be embedded into how
we teach kids and how we
work with kids every single
day,” he told the Observer
last week. “We want it to be
a part of how we do things.”

Inside the NEST
Zurawik said the NESTS
provide an opportunity for
students and staff to develop a “personal connection”

Plan: middle schools ‘aligned’ by 2020-21
The years-long effort to bring consistency to the Verona Area School District’s middle schools is nearing its
completion.
According to a timeline presented to the school board
Monday, remaining changes to scheduling, class offerings and languages at the schools will be in place by the
beginning of the 2020-21 school year. That’s the same
time the schools’ attendance areas will shift and Badger
Ridge Middle School will move into what is now the
high school building.

Apprenticeship program gets students to work
It’s around 1 p.m., and VAHS senior Isaac Sanderson already has a half-day of classes at the current
high school under his belt. Now, it’s time for his youth
apprenticeship and learning about the construction
industry the most direct way possible: being there.
He and the other eight students in the VAHS Youth
Apprenticeship Program Pathways this year are required
to both find an employer and take classes related to their
career path as part of the program. Their work is paid, a
big benefit some of the students involved pointed to, and
it’s during the school day.

Verona Area School District

Photo by Emilie Heidemann

Makira Hamilton, fifth-grader, shares in a NEST program class discussion Feb. 5.
that opens doors and opportunities that go beyond just
academics.
“We’ve had some students coming in that potentially could have had some
struggles with a lack of
connection to someone, or
lack of a sense of belonging,” he said. “This was an
avenue to help build a connection to some of our most
fragile students, as well as
build some bonds among
12 other students that might
not have had those interpersonal relationships.”
Zurawik said his group
comes from “completely different walks of life
or different interests,” yet
through the group, they’ve
gotten to know each other.
“It definitely opened up
each others’ eyes as far as
being able to respect one
another for having differences,” he said. “That’s
been a very positive piece
that our NESTs have
offered us.”
Sessions begin with sharing time, where students
get to talk informally with
a partner about something
before starting that week’s
lesson, such as empathy
toward others, looking at
things from another person’s perspective and getting students to calm down
when they’re angry.
“It might be starting to
focus on your breathing or
counting to 10 or using positive self-talk, so we go into
strategies on how to calm
yourself down,” Zurawik
said.
Schell said the students
get to know each other better in a small group setting,

with more informal topics.
“It’s not, ‘Oh, we’re
going to talk about social
studies,’ it’s ‘Hey, what
did you do this weekend,
or what’s a random act of
kindness you’ve done in the
last week?’” she told the
Observer. “It’s more getting
to have a conversation with
kids, and getting to know
them in a different way.”
While data is still being
collected on specifics like
office referrals, Schell said
she’s already heard and
noticed a “decrease in drama” around the school,
“(There’s) fewer peerto-peer conflicts, because
kids know how to be assertive and have empathy,”
she said. “My group really
started to gel by the second semester; they listen to
each other better. They’re
more connected after a few
months together.”

‘Universal’ approach
Two years ago, to seek a
more standardized method
to teach social-emotional
lessons, the district started
using a national “Second
Step” curriculum. Before
that, things were less structured, said long-time RCI
school counselor Colleen
Schell, with counselors
working with students on
more of an as-needed basis.
And while the new curriculum brought some positive
changes, school officials
realized its potential wasn’t
being maximized with “just
the counselors going into
the classroom and teaching
it as part of a rotation,” she
told the Observer.
“It would just be me and

them, and the classroom
teacher wasn’t there, so
they (didn’t) know what
the kids were learning,” she
said.
Zurawik said Second
Step was designed to be
“universally” implemented
including all school staff,
and that became a focus this
past summer.
Last summer, RCI school
counselors led more than 40
teachers in an all-day professional development session about social-emotional
learning, the premise of the
NEST program, and how to
work with the Second Step
curriculum. Staff members can also participate in
monthly sessions to keep up
on the program and consult
with colleagues.
That training has paid
off, Zurawik said, as now
everyone is “speaking the
same language in teaching
students about social-emotional learning.
“(Before,) you had two
or in some cases one person implementing all these
strategies with 400 kids,”
he said. “Now we have
more than 40 staff members who are implementing
it … using universal expectations and universal language.
“Everyone’s on the same
page, and that’s been a
huge focal point of what we
implemented for this school
year.”
Email Unified Newspaper
Group reporter
Scott De Laruelle at
scott.delaruelle@wcinet.
com.

What’s online for OSD
Read these and more Oregon Oregon Police Department has postSchool District stories at Connect- ed twice on its Facebook page about
Fitchburg.com:
“traffic congestion and aggressive
driving” around Oregon Middle
Examining parking issues
School and Rome Corners IntermediThe harsh past six weeks of winter ate School, and warned about issuing
has caused problems on area road- tickets.
ways, but it’s also affected traffic in
some school parking lots. And it has Growth ahead
nothing to do with piles of snow.
While there is some disagreeSince the end of January, the ment on just how much, there is

“significant” growth coming to the
Oregon School District that will affect
the district’s finances in the next few
years.
With student enrollment expected to rise rapidly and state lawmakers yet to unveil their school funding
plans, district officials had plenty of
uncertainty in their latest five-year
budget plan.

Four attendance
options remain
Committee asks
to see how plans
would affect middle
school
SCOTT GIRARD AND
KIMBERLY WETHAL
Unified Newspaper Group

Before recommending
new attendance boundaries
for elementary schools to
the school board in the next
few weeks, the committee
that’s been studying the
issue since last fall wants
to see how they would be
affected by middle school
boundaries.
The complex decision
involves several competing
factors, including ensuring
as much racial and socioeconomic diversity as possible, keeping neighborhoods
together, busing efficiently
and minimizing disruptions
to existing students. No
matter what, it seems, there
will need to be compromises beginning in fall 2020.
The committee narrowed
its options from six to four
at Monday’s meeting, its
first since Jan. 8 after two
meetings were postponed
because of inclement
weather.
Two of those are variations of one of the plans,
known as Option E and E2,
both of which would direct
much of the growth over the
next decade to two schools
in anticipation of a future
referendum. One is a variant
of one of the first maps the
committee looked at, known
as Option A1, which, broadly speaking, focuses more
on keeping neighborhoods
together and students
attending the closest school.
The other, Option D, would
split grade levels at two
schools.
Two options that had been
presented Jan. 8, B and C,
were not considered. Monday, the committee removed
Option A and Option E1
from future consideration.
“I think we made some
good progress tonight, and

we’ve got some directions
on how we might move on
with the next meeting,” consultant Drew Howick told
the committee, which had
been expected to get closer
to a recommendation but
decided to instead take a
step back.
At its next meeting, on
March 12, Howick said, the
committee will bring maps
for each option showing
how the elementaries would
feed into each of the two
middle schools.
Some of the concerns
brought up with all the
plans are several neighborhoods that would move
to new schools and a few
that would be split between
schools. Concerns with
some of the plans included
overloading some schools
and not others and unbalanced diversity.
Committee members
explored several small
changes to the maps to see
how they could solve some
of those problems, but there
were no clear decisions.
Unlike some of the meetings, where discussions got
heated, the conversation
was civil throughout. Much
of it focused on variations to
two of the top three options
the committee had already
seen – and how they could
be better improved.
There was almost no
discussion about Option
D, the split-grades proposal, though superintendent
Dean Gorrell reiterated to
the committee that school
administration was not
in favor, partly because it
would require a great deal
of changes in staffing.
Whatever the choice, it
seemed clear committee
members favored ensuring once students are in an
elementary school, they
are able to keep some continuity with their peers
throughout middle school.
Consultant Mark Roffers
told the committee he didn’t
have that data yet but would
bring it at the next meeting.
Read the full story at
ConnectFitchburg.com.
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Students create kindness
Stoner Prairie Elementary School students spent the morning learning about the
negative impacts of bullying and how to be
inclusive with their peers on Wednesday,
Feb. 27.
Lisa Edge, Mineral Point, who rescued
the dog, told students that she originally
felt sorry for Noah, who was born in a puppy mill with no eyes and deformed back
legs. Edge soon changed her tone, she said,
when she realized that Noah was a happy
dog and was living a great life, and instead

Center, student Andres
Salgado
Murillo pets
Noah the
dog during
a visit to
Stoner
Prairie
Elementary
School on
Wednesday,
Feb. 27.

became empathetic to what he needed with
his disabilities.
Noah the dog was named the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals’ “Dog of the Year” award in
late 2018 for the work he and Edge do in
schools to teach students about bullying
and not judging people – or animals – by
their looks.
Students were eager to pet the dog, and
got an opportunity to see him up close and
ask Edge about him.
Photo by Kimberly Wethal

Ask the Fitchburg

SENIOR CARE

MORTGAGE BANKING

Q. Is There Help For My Dad’s Hearing Loss?
A. About one-third of Americans between the ages of 65 and 74 have hearing problems.

Q. If I’m purchasing a home, should I get
pre-approved for a loan before I find a property?
A. Yes. Getting pre-approved lets you know how much home
you can buy before you go house hunting. Plus, it lets realtors and
sellers know that you’re a serious buyer because your financing
is already arranged—which can be an advantage when making
an offer.

117 King St. • Stoughton, WI 53589
608-873-6755
kathy.aiken@associatedbank.com

Stephen Rudolph
FACHE, CSA

About half the people who are 85 and older have hearing loss. Whether a hearing loss is
small (missing certain sounds) or large (being profoundly deaf), it is a serious concern.
If left untreated, problems can get worse. Hearing loss can affect your life in many ways.
You may miss out on talks with friends and family. On the telephone, you may find
it hard to hear what the caller is saying. At the doctor’s office, you may not catch the
doctor’s words. Sometimes hearing problems can make you feel embarrassed, upset, and
lonely. It’s easy to withdraw when you can’t follow a conversation at the dinner table or
in a restaurant. It’s also easy for friends and family to think you are confused, uncaring,
or difficult, when the problem may be that you just can’t hear well. If you have trouble
hearing, there is help. Start by seeing your doctor. Depending on the type and extent of
your hearing loss, there are many treatment choices that may help. Technology has come
a long way! Hearing loss does not have to get in the way of your ability to enjoy life.

579 D’onofrio Dr., #10, Madison, WI 53719
(608) 218-4861 • www.comfortkeepers.com

adno=59915
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REALTOR

PHYSICAL THERAPY

(608) 628-3275

adno=549774-01

DENTIST

Q. We just had our first child. At what age should we bring him in for his first dental
visit?

A. Congratulations! It may surprise you how early you should take your son in for his first

(608) 845-6127

105 N. Main St., Verona • MainStreetDentists.com
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VETERINARIAN

your physician with possible imaging/testing, will allow for an initial assessment to determine
the extent/area of damage. If you fell on an outstretched hand or forearm, which is most often
the case, then the rotator cuff or biceps may be injured. A Physical Therapist (PT) is skilled in
evaluating and treating the shoulder with a thorough assessment of the shoulder’s joints, muscles,
Susan Armstrong, MPT tendons, and nerves, and will determine an appropriate treatment plan for the injury. Initial
treatment may include modalities to heal the injured muscle/tendon/connective tissue (infrared
Physical Therapist
therapy, ultrasound, cryotherapy, etc.), hands-on healing techniques to assist with decreasing
pain (myofascial release, muscle energy, manual edema control, etc.), and a functional exercise
program to promote strength and mobility. Stellar Rehab offers one-on-one, innovative, skilled
Physical Therapy services that will assist your body with the healing/recovery process. Call
Stellar Rehab at 845-2100 with any questions - the sooner, the better!

Comprehensive Therapy Services
1049 N. Edge Trail • Prairie Oaks
(608) 845-2100 • Verona, WI 53593 • www.stellarrehab.com

CHIROPRACTOR

Q. I’m getting severe pain in my wrist and hand. Is this carpal

tunnel syndrome? Is there anything besides surgery that can
help if it is?

A.

There are actually many different compression syndromes that
can cause pain or numbness in the hands and wrists. Once we make
a proper diagnosis we can treat your pain, without surgery, utilizing
a four-step approach. First, we would assess your ergonomics at work
Jill Unwin,
Lee Unwin,
DC, CCEP
BCMT, CSCS
or at home so that you could make immediate corrections to your
environment which is helpful in preventing the situation from getting worse or reoccurring. Second, we would assess
and adjust any subluxations of the spine and extremity. Correcting the subluxation is essential in restoring function to
the nerve, muscle and joint area. Third, we would begin massage treatment of the arm and wrist to reduce adhesions
and maintain flexibility of the wrist flexors and extensors. Lastly, we would prescribe exercises that could be done at
work or at home to maintain strength and flexibility. With these four simple steps you can typically avoid having to
resort to surgery and you come away with the knowledge and ability to prevent it from happening again.

102 N. Franklin Street • Verona, WI 53593
(608) 848-1800 • unwinchiropractic.com

CREMATION SERVICES

Q: My cat is urinating outside of the litterbox, what should I do?
A: Cats may urinate outside the litterbox for a variety of reasons but it may be indicative

of underlying health issues. Always start with a thorough veterinary medical exam. Urinary
tract infections are a common cause of changes in litter box behavior. Maintaining clean
litter boxes is essential, and location matters. A general rule of thumb is to have one box
on each floor of the house with the total number of boxes in the house equaling one more
than the total number of cats. Unscented litter is very important and daily cleaning of all
boxes must be done. There are several products on the market such as Cat Attract litter or
Feliway pheromones that may help. If the problem persists, your veterinarian may prescribe
medications that assist in the re-establishment of good litter box habits.

1350 S. Fish Hatchery Road
Oregon, WI 53575
(608) 835-0551

A. Falls happen so quickly that it may be difficult to tell how/what was injured. A visit to

adno=61093

Q. If I tell my friends and family I want cremation, is that sufficient?
A. Great question, but the answer is no. A surviving spouse can always authorize, but if
there is no spouse, it becomes more complex. State law dictates different procedures for
situations with surviving children or if there are no living relatives. We can explain answers
to your situation upon request.

Cremation Society
Jodi Johnston • 1-608-438-7437
E-Mail: jjohnston_4@charter.net

Affordable, Simple & Dignified
www.cremationsocietyofmadison.com

If you would like to join our Ask the Professional Section, contact Donna Larson at 845-9559 to find out how!
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Drs. Kate & John
Schacherl, D.D.S.

dental appointment. But, unfortunately more children are getting cavities than ever before.
One in four kids has a cavity by the time they’re 4 years old, and many have had a cavity
by age 2. Bring your son in for his first dental visit within 6 months after his first tooth, but
no later than his 1st birthday. Bringing your son to the dentist when he’s young not only
acclimates him to the dentist’s office but also sets the stage for a lifetime of dental health.
At the appointment, your dentist will perform a gentle examination of your son’s teeth,
gums, jaw, and bite and will look for any potential problems. Your dentist will also explain
how to take care of your son’s oral care at home and answer any questions you have. Here
are a few dental care tips for your son. While your son is an infant, wipe his gums with a
warm, damp cloth after each feeding. As his teeth come in, use a small brush with extrasoft bristles. Use water instead of toothpaste, and never give your son a bottle of juice or
sweetened liquid as a pacifier at naptime or bedtime. Starting early is a great first step to a
lifetime of dental health!

shoulder. Is there anything that can be done?
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2985 Triverton Pike Dr., Ste. 200, Fitchburg, WI 53711
pfaffs@firstweber.com • www.shawnpfaff.firstweber.com
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As a Fitchburg Realtor, please contact me at pfaffs@firstweber.com, so I can assist you with the selling of
your long-time family home.

Q. I slipped and fell on the ice and now I am having a hard time moving my

adno=59919

A. The decision to sell your long-time family home can be emotional because you
have lived there a long time, and it’s where you raised your family and created
so many memories. To help you with this decision and to take advantage of our
current “hot” local market, you should connect with a Fitchburg Realtor to prepare a
Comprehensive Market Analysis for you, so together, you will agree on a list price.
You may be amazed at what the current value of your home is. Also, since it has been
a long time since you were involved in a Real Estate transaction and the complexity
Shawn Pfaff
of Real Estate has increased, an Realtor will be able to provide timely and crucial assistance throughout the
whole process and will also work to find a buyer for your home.
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Q. Are you thinking about selling your long-time family home?

