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Plan for Northeast Fitchburg
Presented by Fitchburg Fields

Our Mission is to promote sustainable living, especially regionally-based food systems - primarily by creating a center 
for teaching and practicing small-scale, organic agriculture and sustainable living in Fitchburg, Wisconsin.



Advisory Board
David Bohnhoff

ú Professor of Structural Engineering, Biological Systems Engineering Dept., College of Ag and Life Sciences, 
UW-Madison

Gerald R. Campbell
ú Professor and Extension Specialist, Agricultural and Applied Economics, UW-Madison/Extension 
ú Appointed member of the Dane County Food Council

Sam Dennis, Jr.
ú Board Member, Friends of Troy Gardens

Ron Doetch
ú Executive Director, Michael Fields Agricultural Institute

John Hendrickson 
ú Coordinator, Wisconsin School for Beginning Market Growers, CIAS, UW-Madison *
ú Board Member, Madison Area CSA Coalition *

Molly Jahn
Brian Joiner

ú Co-Founder, Past President, and Member of the Board, Sustain Dane  *
Jerome Kaufman

ú Emeritus Professor of Urban and Regional Planning, UW-Madison
ú President, Growing Power, Milwaukee, Board of Directors

Dale Secher
ú Owner and Operator of Carandale Farm, Town of Oregon

Joy Zedler
ú Aldo Leopold Professor of Restoration Ecology, Arboretum and Botany Dept., UW-Madison *

* Organizations listed for identification purposes only



Features
Farm School
§ Incubator Plots with low rent and short-term lease
§ Mentoring from CSA farmers
§ Match New  & Retiring Farmers
§ Share Tools/Equipment/Buildings
§ Public education including conversion to Organic 

Farming
§ Pastures & Orchards

Community Gathering Room
§ Public Gatherings – Weddings, Dances, Potlucks

Economic Development Assets
§ Year Round Farmers’ Market
§ Bike & Breakfast Inn

Public Benefits
§ Community Gardens
§ Restored Wetland/Prairie
§ Bike Path
§ Bike Park
§ Pesticide/Herbicide–Free Living
§ Sustainable Land Use
§ Gleaning Program

Eco-Village for Farmers and Others
§ 30 Units of Workforce Housing
§ Renewable Energy
§ Living Machine 

(Innovative,  Natural, Waste Water Treatment)



Regional Design



Regional Design
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§ Farm Incubator Program
§ CSA (Community Supported 

Agriculture)

§ Courses for General Public

School of Organic Agriculture
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Farm Incubator Program 

• Lease Small Acreage
• Mentoring by CSA Farmers
• Tool /Equipment Sharing
• Common Buildings



Incubator Farms



Farm School
§ Incubator Plots - with low rent and short-term lease

§ Mentoring - from CSA farmers

§ Matching Service - new  & retiring farmers
§ Sharing - tools, equipment, buildings, and pastures

§ Public Education - ex: conversion to Organic Farming

§ Gleaning Program - donates excess produce



Shared Vegetable Washing Table

Community Gleaning Program

Building 
Community







Joel Salatin (seated) 
works with family and 
other helpers to process 
250 broilers at their farm. 

Stewardship 
and 

Innovation



One well-known model for raising free-range poultry was developed by Joe Salatin of Virginia. 
Salatin wrote Pastured Poultry Profits: Net $25,000 in 6 Months on 20 Acres. In Salatin's model, 
chickens are raised in floorless field pens and moved daily to fresh pasture, where the chickens 
receive exercise and fresh air while foraging for plants and insects.                   

-- The Third Crop - Vol. 1, Number 3 February 27, 2002

Movable Chicken Coops

Example of temporary fence 
to control grazing   [Photo by T.L. Gettings] P
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(Above) Building houses Offices  
and Community Center 

at Michael Field’s Ag Institute

Common Buildings & Picnic Areas

Intervale Photos









Car?         Bus?     or Bike?









To GreenTech Village – 1 mile





Community Gardens





Restored Wetlands 
& Prairie



Orchards





Eco-Village 
with Co-Housing

Energy Efficient – Sustainable – Small Footprint

Troy Gardens

Illustration by Jim Glueck



“Not So Big House” book series
by Sarah Susanka



Constructed Wetlands 
and/or 

Indoor Systems

www.toddecological.com

http://www.toddecological.com


www.toddecological.com

http://www.toddecological.com


Rainwater  Catchment

Rainwater is 
channeled from the 
roof to a screen 
before entering the 
cistern. 

Cistern

Rain Barrel



Eco-Village 
with Co-Housing

Energy Efficient – Sustainable – Small Footprint

Troy Gardens

Illustration by Jim Glueck



Northeast 
Fitchburg 

Today



Preserving  rural  character   
and  protecting  resources  . . .       while

expanding  
local  markets

Barn near Spring Green photographed by Joann Ringelstetter

Fitchburg Fields



Preserving  rural  character   
and  protecting  resources  . . .       while

expanding  
local  markets

Barn near Spring Green photographed by Joann Ringelstetter

Thank you for this opportunity
to share a new vision for Fitchburg!
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