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Open House Purpose

= ...
Update to the 2009 Comprehensive Plan

> Summarize the process to date

> Learn about the draft Plan & main revisions

City of Fitchburg B8

> View Plan content via information boards Comprehensive Plan - Fitchburg

> Learn about next steps
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What is a Comp Plan?

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP

Adopted document that sets forth O —

policies (physical, economic, social)

to direct future development of

the community... | e ame
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Why Do We Plan?
I

State Law
How to shape
Predictable & Transparent the City in motion”
Reg u I ato ry SyStem Fitchburg has laid a foundation for success by
. - . cultivating a strong local economy, building
Effl cient US € Of EC onomic carefully-planned neighborhoods, and
Resources achieving numerous high-quality development

N atur al ReS ource projects and initiatives. However, as a “City in

M an ag ement motion” where new ideas are continually brought to
the table, Fitchburg’s identity and economy are not
fully-formed. Fitchburg needs a bold vision that

Develop Community &

Se nse Of PI ace unifies the City behind a common path while forging

Man ag e Lan d Use a strong identity and sense of community.
Conflict
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Fitchburg’s Growth & Geography
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> 1974 Land Use Plan
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» 2019 Draft Future Land Use Map
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Regional Context

» Microcosm of Dane County
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Growth
Z0Nnes

Developable Land within the Urban Service Area
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> ~1,200 available acres within current
USA (may increase with infill capacity)

Greenfield Growth Zone]
Farmfield Growth Zonet

mi City boundal X 2

(Greenfield)
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Additional lands not shown on the map, in the City's
urban service area but not in a grayfield growth zone.
are also available for growth. These areas will be
included in the greenfield growth zone.



Planning Process Milestones

» June 2019

» Council direction to maintain planned growth areas and
many of the policy directives of the current 2009 Plan

» October 2019
» Robust outreach and engagement efforts, Plan drafting

> November 2019
» Summary of engagement efforts and Plan drafting

» December 2019
» Final Plan drafting

» January 2020 — April 2020
» Anticipated public hearings and request for Plan adoption
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Outreach Summary
.-

Comprehensive Plan Update -

> District Meetings (5)
> 150 Total Attendees e e e

> Committee Meetings (10)
> Incl. 2 Non-City Committees

> Survey
> General and Visual
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>

General Survey Results

Growth rate: 45% of respondents think Fitchburg should grow at the same rate it has over the
past 30 years, 36% think it should grow slower

Growth areas:
»  70% think growth should occur in areas carefully evaluated by the City
»  64% think grayfield (infill) growth should be a priority, 26% think greenfield growth should be a priority

“City center”: 63% think Fitchburg does not have a “city center”

Agriculture: 75-80% think preserving ag land and development of local food system is
important

Housing: 62% are satisfied with amount and availability of single-family homes, 56% for multi-
family rentals

Living and working: 90% are satisfied with Fitchburg as a place to live, 41% are satisfied with
Fitchburg as a place to work

Playing: 85% have used City parks in the past year and 72% are satisfied with the City’s off-
street path/trail system



Community Outreach Meetings Results

What do you like about Fitchburg / Your
Neighborhood?

Feedback Themes:
» Parks / Open Space
> Bike Network / Walking Paths
» Regional Proximity
> Rural and Urban Character / Rural Proximity
> Diversity
» Schools
» Other: Small Town, Services, Safety, Library, etc.

*Based on initial tally of similarly worded items / not representative of every comment



Community Outreach Meetings Results

What could Fitchburg / Your Neighborhood Do
Better?

Feedback Themes:

» Improve transportation / bus

More affordable housing

Less density / apartments

Lack of identity / downtown / neighborhood centers
Lack of schools

Traffic problems

Resources for low-income neighborhoods / reinvestment in older
neighborhoods

Transparency / critique of government
» Preserve farmland / rural character
» Flexibility in development review / developer friendly

YV V V V VY VY

Y

*Based on initial tally of similarly worded items / not representative of every comment



Committee Outreach Meetings Results

L ——————
> Summary and Themes

>

>

CARPC - Stick to the Plan, Avoid Leapfrog Development,
Natural Resource Protection

MABA — More than one amendment per year, support Housing
Plan policies, review parkland dedication fees, streamline review
processes

Affordable housing (CEDA)
Mixed-Use Neighborhoods (RCC, Aging Well)

Transportation (Metro Service, East-West Connectivity,
Alternative Modes of Transportation / Bicycle Network)

Preserve Rural Land Base / Allow Agricultural Accessory Uses
Ensure adequate land base for industrial development

Explore more flexibility in regulatory approach including more
than one minor amendment per year



New Plan Framework
6§

> GROWING FITCHBURG:
HOW will Fitchburg grow?
WHAT are the pillars of Fitchburg’s growth?

WHAT are the tools Fitchburg needs to maintain it's
growth pillars?

WHERE will Fitchburg grow?

GZI




New Plan Framework
B L e

Nine Elements Growing Fitchburg
Introduction Plan Primer
Issues & Opporunities — Chapter 1
Housing — Chapter 2
Economic Development —» Chapter 2
Transportation — Chapter 3
Utilities & Community Facilities — Chapter 3
Natural, Agricultural, & Cultural Resources —» Chapter 3
Land Use — Chapter 4
Intergovenmental Cooperation — Chapter 5
Implementation — Chapter 5
Appendices Appendices
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» Growth Principles

How will Fitchburg Grow?
15

»>Sustainably
»Equitably Growing
>Cooperatively
>Vibrantly

Fitchburg
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What are the Pillars & Tools of Fitchburg’s Growth?
lﬂ—

Growth Pillars N |
» Housing (Live)
» Education and Jobs (Work)
\f Recreation (Play) y

A

Growth Tools

» Transportation
» Utilities

> Governmen’r
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» Growth Zones

Where will Fitchburg Grow?

20
»Greenfield

» New land development
on the urban fringes

>Grayfield

» Re-development and infill in
existing developed areas.

»Farmfield

llllllll

» Supporting and enhancing the
City’s agricultural industry in its
rural areas.
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Main Themes & Changes

_ 21
» Continue major policies of last 10 years for physical
growth locations
» Focus on healthy, balanced neighborhoods
» Maintain rural character

» Promote redevelopment and improvement of existing
neighborhoods and commercial nodes

> Increase flexibility by allowing more opportunities for
amendments in the USA per year

» Added Growth Principles
» Added Growth Zones
» Re-Organized the Plan



Policy Changes (Procedural)

> Clarifies a minor amendment as “parcel specific land
use change within the Urban Service Area”
» Changes to future urban areas outside of the urban service
area may not follow the minor amendment process
> Allow two minor amendment processes per year

> Added guidelines to encourage objective review of
minor amendments

> Clarified minor amendment procedures, which require
that the Council and Plan Commission agree on the
amendment



Draft Map
FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP _
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Let’s take a closer Iook..

TN

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP

1.

Red outline denotes parcels with
Draft 11-8-19 D potential Land Use change
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Next Steps
225 4

»December 2019

Continued refinement of Draft Plan

»January 2020

Plan Commission Public Hearing
Recommendation Regarding Adoption of the Plan

»> March / April 2020

Common Council Public Hearing
Potential Adoption of the Plan
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