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Wire Mesh Compost Bin 

 
Wire mesh composting bins are inexpensive, easy to assemble and hold a large volume of yard 
materials. Hardware cloth wire is recommended to provide a sturdy bin that holds its shape.  
This bin can be used as a holding or turning unit.  To turn, undo the latches or ties, set the bin 
up next to the pile and transfer the composting material into the empty bin.  Stakes can be 
added for additional stability, but this will make it harder to turn the bin and harvest finished 
compost. 
 
Cost:  <$25 
 

Capacity: holds 1 cu yd or 8-10    30 gal bags of yard materials 
 

Materials: 
• 12 ½ ft of 36” wide ½” hardware cloth 
• 4    metal or plastic clips or wire ties 
• 3-4    four ft metal posts (optional) 
 
Tools 
• Heavy-duty wire or tin snips 
• Pliers 
• Hammer 
• Metal file 
• Work gloves 
• Level 

 

Construction Details: 
Roll out and cut 12-½ ft of hardware cloth.  Snip the ends off of the hardware cloth close to a 
cross wire.  Then file down the sharp edges to make it easy to clip together and eliminate 
snagging hands.  Bend hardware cloth into a circle and lap the ends of the fencing over each 
other.  Attach clips or ties and set bin in level place.  (Optional – place metal stakes evenly 
around the inside edge of the bin and hammer stakes in place.) 

 
Revised 7/2003 by Kathy Powell, SHWEC Adjunct Faculty  
Other References:  The Master Composter Program sponsored by Seattle Tilth Assoc and Seattle Solid 
Waste Utility, WA. 
 

For More Information, Contact Your County Extension Agent or SHWEC 
 
 

SHWEC   at  http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/shwec 
 

Green Bay 
University of Wisconsin 
2420 Nicolet Dr, MAC212 
Green Bay  WI  54311 
920-465-2278  
FAX 920-465-2376 
 
 

Madison 
UW Extension 
610 Langdon St.,  Rm  528 
Madison  WI  53703 
608-262-0385 
FAX  608-262-6250 
 

Milwaukee 
UWM UW-Extension 
161 West Wisconsin Ave, 
        Suite 6000 
Milwaukee WI   53202 
414-227-3160  
FAX  414-227-3165 
 

Stevens Point 
University of Wisconsin 
   College of Natural    
          Resources 
Stevens Point  WI  54481 
715-346-2793  
FAX  715-346-3624 
 

 


