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Goals
« 001

1. To identify and bring awareness to
Fitchburg’s valuable resources

2. To identify lands to be considered for
protection and future parkland

3. To give citizens an opportunity to weigh-in
on the decision of what future parkland and
open space should/could be

4. To guide responsible urban growth and
planning
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Initial Concept (SRR T EEZeRT 0 )
e Developed by: e Nl
~ Tom Hovel (City Planner) - . . '

— Jim Christoph (former Parks : : -
Director) L et SO

e Goals for the concept were to plan for...
— agreenbelt at the southern boundary of the current urban
service area
— a buffer between current and future development
- asystem of linked parks and open space to protect and

enhance the natural areas of Fitchburg for future generations
while providing more recreational facilities
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Planning Model
-

e Original proposal considered the importance
of significant geologic, environmental, and
historical attributes

e More research regarding those and other
characteristics led to....

...a Resource-based Planning Model



Purpose of the Model
-

e To identify all natural (environmental) and
cultural resources within Fitchburg

e 10 determine the most sensitive areas
needing protection



Analysis Criteria
-

Environmental Resources

* Vegetation * Public lands
o Forest o City, County, State, Federal
o Heritage oaks e Dane County Environmental
o Potential specimens Corridors
o Potential oak savanna e Natural Infiltration
remnants (groundwater recharge)
* Steep Topography J _ _ J
e Wetlands * Productive soils
e Hydric Soils * DNR’s Natural Heritage

e Water Resources Inventory

o Streams, channels
o Springs



Analysis Criteria

Cultural/Historical Resources

* Indian Archaeology
o Trails
o Mounds
o Camps
* Historic Buildings/Sites

o National Register of Historic
Places

o Historic schoolhouses
o Fitchburg landmarks
o WI Arch. & History Inventory

* Historic Lead Mines/Quarries

Recreational Trails
Railroad Corridors
Existing Schools

Building Footprints

Rights of Way

Scenic Resource Inventory



Development of the Proposal
-

e Developed with resource-based planning model
— Overlay of all resources

— |dentification of areas outside of the urban service
area that should be protected from development

Ultimately, the formation of environmental
and cultural resource corridors

e Future Objectives

- Integration of Proposal into the City’s Park & Open Space
Plan (requires approval by Common Council)

- Phasing of Proposal into the Comprehensive Plan as areas
are implemented
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Conceptual Park & Otfen Space Proposal
Bgco_mmende Boun aries

Criteria

- Moraine Edge Park
(initial concept)

- Water features,
wetlands, and buffers

« Woodlands
« Public lands

- Dane County
environmental
corridors

- Areas with multiple
resources

- Linkages to provide
wildlife corridors

- Single resources
adjacent to areas listed
above
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Park & Open
Space Proposal:

North McGaw
Neighborhood

Environmental Resources

Possible Hydric Inclusion  <—— Medium Moraine % Scenic Resource

B open water & Spring
I 200-ft Water Buffer ®  Heritage Oak Tree
— Water/Stream @  Potential Specimen Tree

Cultural Resources
& Historic Schoolhouse [__| Proposed Park & Open Space

& Current School [ 1 MNorth McGaw Neighborhood

~ Env. Corridor (Dane County) Public Land - Iniian Trail

B +12% Slopes " Forest %%, Indian Mounds

£57 Wetland wi 300-ft Buffer | | Tree Line & Indian Camp % Historic Lead Mine
Hydric Soils =~ ssses Small Moraine 0 Building Footprint 48 Historic Stone Quarry

[i] Historic Building/Site
Mational Register
of Historic Places

]

Urban Fitchburg
City Limits

Right of Way
Potential Road
Existing Rec. Trail
Proposed Rec. Trail
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Priority Levels
- Priority 1
- Priority 2
— Priority 3




Breakdown of Land

Developable vs. Undeveloped
Public and Protected Lands

URBAN SERVICE AREA

0 025 05 1
Miles

= vm City Limits
1 Right of Way

“ Protected Land A
Fuhlic Land
Proposed Park & Open Space (Urhan Grawth Area) City of Fitchburg Parks,
I Froposed Park & Open Space (Undevelopable) Recreation & Forestry Departrent

Urban Growth Boundary June &, 2008




Benefits
«__ 0

e Preservation and enhancement of natural resources
— Wildlife corridors
- Water resources
— Sensitive environmental areas
— Productive soils

e Showcase of Fitchburg’s historical and cultural
features

e Preservation of Fitchburg’s rural character
e Diverse recreational opportunities



Implementation
-

e Acquisition Agree Neutral Disagree
— Purchase of land 100%
— Landowner donation 100
- Park dedication 100
- Purchase or transfer of development rights| 62.5 37.5%
— Conservation easements 75 o5
e Funding
- County, State, Federal Grants 100
— Recreational user fee 50 12.5 37.5%
- City funds
e Property tax increase 37.5 50 12.5
e Park dedication $ buys land 75 25
e Park dedication $ buys easements 75 25




Questions or Comments?
-

See Parks & Forestry website for more
details and maps
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Legend
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Wetlands
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Hydric Soils
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Water Resources
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Public Lands
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- City of Fitchburg Property
| Other Public Land

= Existing Recreational Trail
=::= Proposed Recreational Trail
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Dane County Environmental Corridors

Dane County Environmental Corriclors are

. . defined as "continuous systems of open

- Environmental Corridor space in urban and urbanizing areas, that
; o include environmentally sensitive lands and

=== City Limits natural resources requiring protection from

; : disturbance and development, and lands
_'—'_ 4 -
Railroad Corridor needed for open space and recreational

1 Right of Way use."
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Legend
[ SsoilClasses 1&2

=== City Limits

—+—+ Railroad Corridor

X Data Source:
1 Right of Way Capital Area Regional Planning
Commision, 2006.

Map prepared by Fitchburg Parks Dept.
February 2008



Scenic Resources

Legend
2¢  Scenic Resource

——+ Railroad Corridor

- Urban Service Area
i 5 City Limits
C— Right of Way a1 d chburg Parks Department
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Groundwater Recharge
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Data Source:
Capital Area Regional Planning
Commision, 2006.

Map prepared by Fitchburg Parks Dept.



Groundwater
Recharge
Opportunities:

North McGaw
Neighborhood
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