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Our top story in 2017, nonprofit funding the city’s budget, brought a crowd of more than 100 to a Common Council meeting in October.
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Fitchburg will always have its
share of political battles, it seems.
But there’s plenty more happening, even if those fights sometimes
overshadow the progress in other
areas.
Stories about one of those two topics filled out our staff’s choices for
top stories of 2017 – including some
that were a combination of both.
At the top was the controversy
over the budget and how – or if – the
city should continue to fund nonprofit organizations. That process
attracted hundreds to a budget meeting, brought regional media coverage and led to a public apology.
At No. 2 was how a key person

in that saga came to his position,
as Mayor Jason Gonzalez defeated incumbent Steve Arnold in the
spring election, part of a major turnover at City Hall that included four
new Common Council members.
Much of the rest of our list
includes items the city or residents
have worked toward for years, from
the opening of the new fire station
on Marketplace Drive to the Verona Area School District referendum
– the largest successful capital referendum in state history. Lower on
our list are a pair of parks, one for
kids in the King James Way neighborhood and one for dogs.
The city also took a step toward

increased public transportation
with the start of a rideshare program that will help leaders make
future decisions on intracity transportation, and it got the long-expected bad news that an ash tree
pest was here.
Public safety also experienced
turnover in 2017, as the chief of the
police department and director of
Fitch-Rona EMS both decided to
retire.
Finally, at No. 10, Verona Road
construction continued and included the closure of a pair of side
streets as the $175 million state
highway project continued on its
path toward a 2020 completion.

Stories of 2017
Read more about each of our top
10 stories on pages 15-16:
1. Nonprofit funding
2. Gonzalez wins mayoral race
3. Fire station opens
4. VASD referendum approval
5. Ride Share program
6. EAB confirmed
7. Police, EMS chiefs retire
8. King James Way park
9. Dog park
10. Verona Road work

Stories to watch 2018

A waiting game on police chief, construction projects
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from the longtime administration of retired chief
Thomas Blatter.
We won’t know until
April whether there will be
a mayoral recall, something
that was promised, softened
and then possibly relieved
because of a compromise
arrangement in the budget.
On that same note, it will

be worth watching to see
how the city doles out the
$50,000 it has made available to nonprofits.
The rest of the top stories involve building things,
processes that will continue throughout the year.
We’ll keep an eye on the
planning of the new Verona
Area High School, which

accommodates more than
one-third of Fitchburg’s
high school-age students.
We’ll grit our teeth as
Verona Road construction
reroutes us occasionally.
And we’ll follow the progress of the second new fire
station, which is likely to
open in early 2019.

Inside
Read about our
stories to watch in
the year ahead
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Floor360 celebrates
20 years

For most of the top stories to watch in 2018 in
Fitchburg, we’ll have to
wait a bit to see how they
turn out.
While we’ll find out in
short order who the next
police chief will be, it will
take some time to judge
exactly how things might
change under his watch
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Christmas in the park
Chapel Valley Church held a Christmas party in Huegel-Jamestown Park, 5902 Williamsburg Way, Saturday,
Dec. 9.
The first annual Christmas in the Park party featured an
eggnog bar, refreshments and hot cocoa, and Santa Claus
himself. The church also gave away 100 Christmas trees.

Olivia Jacobson, left, and Louise Sullivan, 5, enjoy a kickball
game in the snow at Chapel Valley Church’s first annual
Christmas in the Park party on Dec. 9 at Huegel-Jamestown
Park
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Elf (and student pastor) David Frederickson leaps to catch
The entrance to the Mistletoe Forest at Chapel Valley
Church’s first annual Christmas in the Park party on Dec. 9 at the kickball at Chapel Valley Church’s first annual Christmas
in the Park party on Dec. 9 at Huegel-Jamestown Park
Huegel-Jamestown Park
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Fitchburg Police Department

Send it here

PFC hopes to hire
new chief this month

If you have news you’d like to share
with readers of The Fitchburg Star, there
are many ways to contact us.
For general questions or inquiries,
call our office at 845-9559 or email
ungeditor@wcinet.com. Our website
accepts story ideas, community items,
photos and letters to the editor, at ConnectFitchburg.com. Several types of items have
specific emails where they can be sent
directly.

Unified Newspaper Group

Finalists for the Fitchburg Police Department
police chief position have
been narrowed to two, one
of whom is expected to be
hired by Feb. 1.
The Police and Fire
Commission voted on Dec.
15 to move
ahead with
background
checks on
both candidates. The
commission
will meet on
J a n . 1 7 t o Kent
review the
results and
make a hiring decision.
Gregory
Jones, president of the
PFC, said
police chief Brecklin
is a fundamental role in both promoting safety and building
the community. He said the
commission members will
evaluate the two candidates
based on their experience,
administrative background,

‘We want the community to see the future
police chief is down to the earth, who is
reachable and approachable.’
Gregory Jones, Police and Fire Commission chair

and most importantly the
ability to “work with the
community and within the
community.”
“We want the community
to see the future police chief
is down to the earth, who is
reachable and approachable,” Jones said.
The two candidates, FPD
Lt. Chad Brecklin and Oshkosh Cpt. Kelly Kent, both
are senior leaders at Wisconsin police departments.
They shared their policing
perspectives when meeting
with community members,
including members of the
Fitchburg Common Council, PFC and other city
committees last month.
Brecklin has been lieutenant with Fitchburg
Police Department since
2005 and has worked with
the department since 1999.
He frequently acts as the
public face of the department.

Election terms will be
staggered starting in ’19
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

Fitchburg residents will
soon have a vote on their
city officials every spring.
Beginning in 2019, twoyear aldermanic terms will
be staggered, with four
coming up for election each
year. The following year,
the mayoral election will
be for a three-year term
instead of the current two.
Mayor Jason Gonzalez had proposed the idea
during the campaign for
mayor last spring, and
alders supported it with a
7-1 vote Jan. 9. Gonzalez
said the current system, in
which all eight alders and
the mayor are up for election every two years, “really leads to some instability.”
The plan will kick off in
2019, when the next municipal election is scheduled,
with the candidates for
even-numbered seats and
the mayor running for oneyear terms.
Officials in even-numbered seats would be elected in even years thereafter,
while those in odd-numbered seats would continue
to be elected in odd-numbered years. Each district

Brecklin said he looks
forward to continue working with the community
and making sure the police
department meets the community’s needs.
“I’m serving both the
community and the department,” Brecklin told the
Star.
Kent has been a captain
with the Oshkosh Police
Department since 2008 and
has been in law enforcement since 1990. He is confident that his experience of
working in Oshkosh, a city
with double the population
of Fitchburg, will allow him
to adapt smoothly to the
community policing here.
“It will be a different role
here, but I’m ready for the
new challenges and building the community relations,” Kent said.
Contact Helu Wang at helu.
wang@wcinet.com.

Get
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Mayor term will be
for 3 years starting
in 2020
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ungcalendar@wcinet.com

has one odd-numbered and
one even-numbered seat,
so every voter would have
an alder to vote for each
year.
City clerk Patti Anderson told the council the
only fiscal effects would
be some staff time and
the cost of ballots the city
would pay for each spring
if it has its own elections
and there are no other state
or local races.
Ald. Aaron Richardson
(Dist. 3) voted against the
plan, saying he was worried
about having to bring new
alders up to speed every
year rather than having a
council that could ease into
the process together and
then get more efficient as
time goes on. He was also
worried about turnout in
non-mayoral election years,
he said.
“I don’t see the need to
change,” he said. “I haven’t
heard any reason to really
do that.”
His fellow District 3
alder, Dan Carpenter, disagreed.
“I think this is a really
good idea,” Carpenter said.
“I’m in my third term and
third mayor. I don’t think
having a new mayor every
two years is healthy, either.”
Contact Scott Girard at
ungreporter@wcinet.com
and follow him on Twitter
@sgirard9.

ConneCted
Find updates and
links right away.
Search for us on
Facebook as
“Fitchburg Star”
and then LIKE us.

Come see for yourself what public Mandarin Chinese-immersion
looks like at the only school in the Verona Area School District
that “significantly exceeds expectations” according to the WI
Department of Public Instruction. We’d love to welcome you into
our school family! Enrollment begins soon for the 2018-2019
kindergarten class.
January 11, 6:00 p.m.
Verona Area School District Elementary Schools Overview Badger Ridge Middle School Gym
January 13, 9:30 a.m.
Chinese & English Storytime & Craft - Verona Public Library
January 24, 6:00 p.m.
VAIS Informational Meeting - Stoner Prairie Elementary School
Library
February 3, 9-11 a.m.
VAIS Chinese Immersion Mini School - VAIS Classrooms
February 10, 9:30 a.m.
Chinese New Year Celebration - Verona Public Library
VAIS school tours are available Friday mornings in January
at 8:30 a.m. Call to reserve a spot, or just drop in!
VAIS is housed within Stoner Prairie Elementary School,
located at 5830 Devoro Road, Fitchburg.
Questions? Contact VAIS Director Ann Princl at
princla@verona.k12.wi.us or 608-845-4293.
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Your Business Is Our Business
Our business bankers don’t work
for the bank, they work for you.
We treat your business like it’s our
business, and we know how to
get stuff done. .

From loans and lines of credit to equipment nancing
and cash management services, we have tools to
create a custom-t solution, tailored to your needs.

Visit OakBankOnline.com to learn more about
our services and meet our business bankers!

5951 McKee Rd, Suite 100 • Fitchburg, WI • 608.441.6000 • OakBankOnline.com
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Letter to the editor

Unity in government is needed
We live in improbable times on a tiny speck in an enormous universe, on a world that is full of both perils and
promise. And while wars, terrorism, unemployment, Twitter
and global warming dominate the headlines quiet acts of
generosity and kindness too often go unnoticed.
As we reach another year, we have an opportunity to
reflect on where we have been and where we are headed.
It’s not all pretty. As the richest nation on earth, we are
faced with growing income inequality, hunger and child
poverty that betray the hopes of millions for whom the
American Dream is rapidly fading.
With debates in Congress over whether to increase the
minimum wage, the net-worth of both David and Charles
Koch increased last year by more than $6 billion. That’s
equivalent to nearly $3 million per hour for a full time
worker or 62 times more in an hour than the average household income for a year. The real kicker is the tax rate on
investments is often lower than the rate paid by average
wage earners.
Too much of politics has become about narrow partisanship and divisions, dominated by self-serving ideologies
and divide and conquer strategies that serve special interests
and do little or nothing to promote the general welfare.
We are indeed in need of the spirit of Nelson Mandela
and reconciliation. Our conversations need to be about what
we might and must do together if we are to achieve greatness, for small governments are rarely capable of big things.
Landing a man on the moon, building an interstate highway
system or creating universities or national parks are the
result of our collective efforts, working together to build a
better country and communities for our children, and to preserve the world that we must share with future generations.
Our debate must not be so much about big or small government as what might be done to make our institutions and
our government more responsive, efficient and representative of the spirit and the will of the people and how we can
share those costs more fairly.
We have become too dependent on leaders. If our government is to be a democracy worthy of the name it must
truly be of, by and for the people and if leaders falter or fail,
perhaps it is the followers who must lead.
Charles Uphoff
City of Fitchburg
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Take time to reflect on health
goals before jumping in
This year, my holiday travel plans
were canceled because of winter
storm warnings we would have hit on
our way to Michigan.
We decided on Christmas Eve that
we wouldn’t be driving
the next day, so suddenly I had three extra
“free” days I didn’t
expect. I was happy to
avoid the weather, we
rescheduled with family, and I got a little
extra end of year time
to pause and reflect Konopacki
on changes I’d like to
make in 2018.
A lot of people are getting started with goals and resolutions for
the New Year. But if we pick a goal
without thoughtfulness, awareness,
and reflection, we can be setting
ourselves up to have to work on the
same resolution next year.
One of my mentors has a list of
questions anyone can use to make
changes in their own health each
year. They are straightforward, introspective questions about what you
want from your health and why,
what you’ve been doing, what’s been
working and what isn’t working and
what will motivate you to keep going
when it gets difficult.
The idea is by getting clear on
what you want to achieve, defining
the plan, and reflecting on why it’s
important for you and others, you’ll
be more likely to get where you want
to go.
First ask yourself what aspect of
your health is most important to
develop this year. That can be one
of the hardest questions, but pick
one thing and, if it helps, start small.
Make sure it’s a building block
toward your ultimate goal.

Then consider what you want to
accomplish by doing this. Maybe
it means being able to fall asleep
and stay asleep during the night,
to reduce your neck pain or to feel
steady energy and focus after lunch
during your workday.
Ideally, choose a time frame in
which you’ll reach your goal. This
helps change a vague wish into trackable results.
Consider what has held you back
in the past. Once you see what’s been
stopping you, you can do something
about it.
It’s likely something will have
to change in your daily mindset or
actions, or you’d already be there. If
you’re spending 45 minutes on social
media per day but can’t find the time
to get to the gym, becoming aware
of it can help shift your actions
and decisions toward what’s more
important.
When something is a true priority for us, we’re almost always able
to find the time, energy and focus to
make it happen.
Next, take stock of what you’ve
been doing, what you need to do,
what you’re willing to do and what
resources you have.
Instead of an entirely new plan,
you might just need a better, more
accurate map to help you reach
your goal. Perhaps there are things
you should stop because they’re not
effective or things you can do more
efficiently.
Decide how much time, energy
and effort you are up for. If you want
to run a marathon but schedule one
time per week to train, you probably
aren’t going to get there.
This reality check helps you
choose a goal that fits with what
you’ve got going on in your life, and

it can help you look for ways to creatively find more time (like learning
a language on your commute to work
– no extra time needed!).
Also consider whether working
with an expert can make it more likely you’ll reach your health objective,
in a more efficient, enjoyable way.
Look for friends who have done what
you are looking to do, find out who
they got their support from and see if
you can get the same help.
Finally, get yourself motivated by
thinking of how all of this will feel
and how that will change your life.
Look for positive, energized emotions, thoughts and visuals.
Give yourself a few minutes of
quiet to imagine your life as if you
were already there. Connect to that
version of yourself; the more natural
it feels to you, the more likely you
are to get there.
Our feelings help us unlock and
access the energy of emotion. When
your goal feels flat or if you lack
motivation, connect back to the positive ways it will change your life.
Imagine sleeping through the night,
how your social life might change
and how much better things can get.
It’s exciting to see people really
get clear on what their health could
look like this time next year. As you
begin to take action, remember that
it’s a process and change can be hard.
It might not be a perfectly easy
path, but setting your intention and
taking action allows you a chance
to be in the percentage of resolution
makers who have lasting success.
Good luck, and here’s to not having
to repeat the same resolutions next
year.
Dr. Laura Konopacki is the owner of
Body Wave Chiropractic in Fitchburg.

To shed pounds, cut your sugar intake
In April each year, I typically find
myself trying to squeeze in two to
three training runs per week for the
annual Crazylegs run in Madison,
which takes place the last weekend
in April.
Just six years ago, a handful of
runs was sufficient training for me to
run the five-mile course at an eightminute-mile. However, that pace has
been more elusive for me since having a couple of basketball injuries at
35 (right foot) and 37 (left knee).
In April 2017, I was running nine
to 10-minute miles during my shorter distance training runs, my weight
tipped the scales at 200 pounds for
the first time and my old knee injury
came back to haunt me. I knew I had
to change something.
Fortunately, what I did was not
only successful, it’s given me a tool I
can use any time to get control of my
weight: cutting sugars.
The key moment came one Sunday
night while I was running through
my Swan Creek neighborhood.
I cramped up around my surgically
repaired knee, and I knew instantly
my running was done for the night.
I slowly limped back to my house
about a mile away, and as I walked,
the competitive spirit burned in me
on what changes I could make to get
back to that eight-minute mile.
Adding fuel to the fire were
thoughts that my father had passed of
a heart attack years earlier, at exactly the same age I was, 41 years, 3
months. I wasn’t about to go down
the same path, and I knew the weakest point of my latest lipid panel
was triglycerides, which typically

Chris’s favorite
morning smoothie
The ingredients for Dr. Hyman’s
Almond Strawberry Detox Smoothie are as follows:
1 cup water
1/4 avocado
3 raw walnuts (soaked overnight
to extract enzymes)
1/2 cup frozen strawberries
1 T almond Butter
1 T flax Seed
1/2 t ginger Root (peeled)
1/4 t cinnamon
4 or 5 ice cubes (I like to substitute half of a frozen banana)
correlate to high blood sugars.
Upon arriving home, I searched for
a book I had received from my mom
a year earlier but hadn’t found the
opportunity to open. The name of the
book was the “10-Day Detox Diet”
by Mark Hyman, MD.
That evening, I made my way to
the grocery store to buy ingredients
for five days of blood sugar detox
shakes prior to the Crazylegs race the
following Saturday. In addition to the
shakes, I also dropped granola bars

as my morning snack that week and
replaced them with almonds. I also
cut out my typical after-dinner sweet.
Just five days later, I had lost 10
pounds by making some relatively
simple dietary changes.
And I kept going. From May 1-10,
my wife and I participated in the
10-day sugar detox diet, and I lost
10 more pounds to 180. My wife had
similar returns.
And yet, we found this 10-day diet
was not one of deprivation. The diet
is not strictly plant-based. There are
recipes containing lean animal protein, but, there are plenty of recipes
for vegetarians and vegans.
There is something for everybody.
I hadn’t been 180 pounds in over
10 years, but better yet, I felt great
while running. Eight-minute miles
again seemed achievable, and better
still, my risk of heart disease was
reduced.
For the remainder of 2017, I held
my weight down between 180 and
190. Even if I have a bad diet week,
I now have this dietary tool in my
back pocket to help me get back to a
healthier weight.
Chris Jimieson is chair of Fitchburg’s Resource Conservation Commission and a geological engineer
at SCS Engineers in Madison who
lives in Swan Creek with his wife
and 8-year- old son. The Resource
Conservation Commission is hosting
a “Sustainable You” forum on better
eating habits at the Fitchburg Public
Library on Jan. 25.
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What it means

Landfill subdivision gets OK, TID

TIF district

Speakers express
concerns about pollution
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

A first-of-its-kind in Fitchburg
development got the initial go ahead
from the Common Council Jan. 9,
along with up to $11 million in taxpayer support to help get the project
started.
The Fitchburg Townhomes Development plans to add 47 owner-occupied townhomes off of Lacy Road
and Notre Dame Drive on a former
landfill site. That location created
concerns for many speakers at the
Dec. 19 public hearing about stormwater runoff and the potential for
carcinogens to be released during the
work.
The crowds that packed the hearing in front of the Plan Commission
returned three weeks later for the
Jan. 9 council meeting and repeated
their concerns.
After about a 15-minute debate,
the council voted 6-2, with District
3 Alds. Aaron Richardson and Dan
Carpenter dissenting, to approve a
planned-development zoning for
the site. Developer Randy Alexander said he hoped to open Phase 1
by spring 2019, with construction
beginning later this spring.
The council also voted unanimously to create the tax-increment financing district, No. 11, that could help
fund the development.
Mayor Jason Gonzalez noted that
the agreement will provide “up to”
$11 million, but the exact number
still needs to be worked out in a
developer’s agreement.
The developer is expected to submit final platting and engineering
documents later this month.
Carpenter and Richardson
expressed concerns about adding
high-density housing in an area
that is planned for low density in
the city’s comprehensive plan, an
issue that was brought up by a few

COMMONS

The proposed Fitchburg
Townhome Development
site off
of Lacy Road and Notre Dame Drive.
FITCHBURG
TOWNHOME
DEVELOPMENT
speakers in the form of increased
traffic in the area.
“No one looking at that comprehensive plan would ever expect to
have this much density on that lot,”
said Richardson.
But many of the public speakers’
concerns were either rebutted by the
council or staff or left unaddressed.
Some offered testimony at both
meetings that they had seen materials
being dumped on the site that could
contain asbestos, including ceiling
tiles and insulation, even if those
weren’t supposed to be dumped
there. They questioned whether the
Department of Natural Resources
had sufficient information to deem
the site safe to develop on.
Alexander said there had been no
reports of illegal dumping on the site,
and pointed to the DNR giving the
go-ahead on development there. He
also stressed that if any contractors
working on the site were to come

across any suspicious materials, they
would be required to immediately
stop the work until it can be evaluated.
“We’ve done a significant amount
of due diligence here; the likelihood
of finding something is nonexistent,”
Alexander told the council. “Could
somebody have put something in
there? They could have, and it’s my
responsibility that if we ever encounter anything to take care of it correctly.”
The health concern was dismissed
by some on the council, who said
there was a lack of any evidence that
asbestos was on the site.
Other speakers at both meetings
also expressed concerns over the
density, specifically on how it would
affect traffic with The Crossing condos already nearby and whether it
would add to stormwater issues in
the area.
Alders pointed to information

Horton
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A PDD allows developers to get a wide variety
of exemptions from standard zoning in exchange
for a three-stage review
process that goes to both
the Planning Commission
and the Village Board
each time.
The PDD starts with a
concept plan, which does
not require a vote, then a
general development plan,
which examines layouts,
traffic flow, parking, overall uses of the property and
building types. An approval at the GDP level is the
key vote, ensuring a developer that a project that substantially meets those criteria will be allowed.
The final step, the specific implementation plan,
looks at details such as
architecture, landscaping,
lighting, stormwater control and utilities.

Contact Scott Girard at ungreporter@wcinet.com and follow him on
Twitter @sgirard9.
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tenure here, Horton oversaw projects including the
Lacy Road reconstruction
earlier this year.
Bill Balke is serving as
an interim public works
director. Alders have not
yet discussed a plan to
search for a successor.

Planned-district
development
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The City of Fitchburg is
looking for a new director of public works after
Cory Horton left the job in
December.
Horton, who began with

the city in
September
2014, is now
a senior project manager
at raSmith,
according to
his LinkedIn
page.
During his

Tax-increment financing
is an economic development tool that puts combined property taxes within a defined area under
control of a municipality.
This is powerful,
because municipal property taxes are usually
around one-third or less
of the overall property
tax.
When a TIF district is
created, any increases to
property taxes paid are
paid to that district, rather
than to the taxing jurisdictions, and the money
must be used to pay for
improvements benefiting
that district.
School districts and
other taxing bodies in
Wisconsin tend to not
object to TIF districts
because the state’s school
aid formula factors out
the districts in its calculations, making them revenue neutral.

REVISED DECEMBER 6, 2017
1”=80’ @ 11x17

from interim public works director
Bill Balke, who said it was unlikely
to cause more problems on stormwater.
Some members of the public were
unhappy with the idea of providing
public money for the development.
But the city’s financial adviser, Mike
Harrigan of Ehlers, Inc., said the
development would not happen without the money, meaning it meets the
“but for” standard TIFs are required
to by state statutes.
Harrigan added that as a pay-asyou-go arrangement – in which the
district pays only as taxes are accrued
– the risk falls with the developer
rather than the city.
“It’s really a textbook case of proper tax-increment financing use, in my
opinion,” Harrigan said.

Public works director leaves after 3 years
Horton moves to
private sector

Rendering courtesy JLA Architects
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Spacious Apartments with a Variety of Floor Plans
Free Transportaon 7 Days A Week
Underground Parking
Restaurant Style Dining
• Full-Time Nursing & 24 Hour Staﬀ
• Housekeeping
• Daily Acvies
• Movie Theatre & On-Site Salon

FREE!

Cheese Bread with any
$25 order or more.

Online code: CHEESE

Fetalicious ®

LATE NIGHT DELIVERY!

2:00 a.m. Fridays & Saturdays
L O C A L LY OW N E D A N D O P E R AT E D

Please
Pleasemention
mentioncoupon
couponwhen
when ordering.
ordering. One
One coupon,
coupon,
specialorordiscount
discountper
perorder/table.
order/table. Prices
Prices subject to
special
change.Sales
Salestax
taxnot
notincluded.
included. Expires
Expires 6/30/15.
change.
2/28/18. VP

Please
ordering. One
One coupon,
coupon,
Please mention
mention coupon
coupon when
when ordering.
special or
or discount
discount per order/table. Prices
special
Prices subject
subjecttoto
change.Sales
Sales tax
tax not
not included.
included. Expires
change.
Expires 6/30/15.
2/28/18. VP

For a full menu, coupons or ordering online, tap your fingers to glassnickelpizza.com
Sign up for PizzaMai l ™ at glassnickelpizza.com and get special, subscriberonly deals and promotions. It’s email you can use, not email we abuse.

608

848-4877

3191 Muir Field Road • Fitchburg, WI 53719

Late Night Delivery. Dine-in. Carry-out. Catering.
*Gluten-Free Crust is made offsite, but pizzas may share equipment with items containing gluten. We accept Credit Cards, Business Checks, Charge Accounts & Cash. Sorry, no Personal Checks.
Please note that products and pricing may vary by location. Pricing is subject to change. $10 minimum for delivery.
adno=553476-01

Happy
Holidays!
WINTER
MOVE-IN
SPECIAL

Move in before
December
and608-620-6010
receive half oﬀ your lifestyle fee
Call
for a 1st,
tour
Our mission is to take care of our loved ones with compassion and grace.

471 Prairie Way Blvd. • Verona, WI • 608-620-6010 • noelmanorliving.com

adno=547951-01

Ask about our
$6 Buck Lunch dealls!
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Ag committee requests
input from rural residents
ALEXANDER CRAMER
Unified Newspaper Group

The city’s Agricultural
and Rural Affairs Committee will host a listening
session at 4 p.m. Monday, Jan. 22, at the Doerfer Farm, 2271 Fitchrona
Road., to hear from rural
residents about issues
important to them and
gather feedback on the
committee’s work.
Members of the Common Council and the
committee will start the
session with a roughly
10-minute presentation
about what they’ve been
working on and what’s
coming up. They’ll then
open the floor for a general discussion and Q&A
period, City of Fitchburg
resource/project planner
Wade Thompson told the
Star in an email.
This is the first general
listening session for the
ag/rural affairs committee
in his five years working
for the city, Thompson
wrote, but it’s not uncommon to host these events

If You Go
If you go
What: Agriculture/Rural Affairs Committee
listening session
When: 4 p.m. Monday,
January 22
Where: Doerfer Farm,
2271 Fitchrona Road
Info: 270-4258 or
email wade.thompson@fitchburgwi.gov
for specific issues or to
develop plans.
Anyone who is interested is welcome to attend
the roughly hour-long
meeting, Thompson said.
“No need to register or
bring anything,” he wrote,
“showing up is all that is
needed.”
Contact Alexander Cramer at alexander.cramer@
wcinet.com.

See something wrong?
The Fitchburg Star does not sweep
errors under the rug. If you see something you know or even think is in error,
please contact editor Jim Ferolie at 8459559 or at fitchburgstar@wcinet.com so
we can get it right.

Coming up

File photos by Kate Newton

“Say ‘Orange’!” Mike Norris of Madison poses for a quick picture with Percy the pig, who gets a welcome reward for his
cooperation at last year’s event.

Bowling fundraiser to support rescued animals
The annual bowling fundraiser,
Boomer’s Bowl Your Balls Off, will
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, at
Ten Pin Alley, 6285 Nesbitt Road.
People can team up in the tournament to raise money for Fetch Wisconsin Rescue and Heartland Farm
Rescue. There will be both a live and
silent auction. A DJ from Big J will
provide entertainment all day.
The event is coordinated by the

nonprofit Cash for Critters. More than
400 people attended the event last
year, raising more than $14,800.
Check-in for the first round of doubles bowling will start at 10 a.m. and
the second round will be at 12:30 p.m.
The cost for each person is $20.
To r e s e r ve a s p o t , c a l l 5 7 6 2 1 0 3 o r v i s i t f e t c h w i . o rg a n d
heartlandfarmsanctuary.org.

testing, mobile x-ray, cardiology
To register, visit acsss.wisc.edu.
and pulmonology consultation,
Children ages 13-17 can par- transitional care expertise and Afternoon Art
ticipate in a succulent terrarium home care coordination.
Children ages 5-12 can particifrom 3-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13,
For information, call 270-4290. pate in an afternoon art workshop
at the library. All materials will be
at 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, at the
Yarn Crafts
provided.
library.
For information, call 729-1760.
Children ages 9 and above can
They can explore different art
participate in an art salon making mediums and make a beautiful
Blood drive
yarn crafts with their parents at 6 take home project. No registration
People can donate blood to p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the is required.
the Red Cross from 11:30 a.m. library.
For information, call 729-1760.
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, at
For information, call 729-1760.
Healthcare scam prevention
the Fitchburg Community Center,
Microsoft Word workshop
5510 Lacy Road.
People can get tips on healthCompletion of a RapidPass
People can learn how to use care scam prevention at 1 p.m.
online health history question- Microsoft Word from 7-8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 24, at the senior
naire can speed up the donation Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the library. center.
process. A blood donor card or
The two-part program will
Kevin Brown from the Senior
driver’s license or two other forms cover the basics, from creating Medicare Patrol will present how
of identification are required at and editing a document to more to detect Medicare fraud, report
check-in. Individuals who are advanced tools, such as styles, Medicare errors, fraud and abuse.
above 17 years old, weigh at least image manipulation and tem- Registration is requested.
110 pounds and are in generally plates.
To register, call 270-4290.
good health may be eligible to
To register, call 729-1763.
‘Sustainable You’ forum
donate blood. Donors under 18
Weekly
wellness
checks
years old need to meet certain
The Resource Conservation
height and weight requirements.
The senior center will offer Commission will host a sustainTo m a ke a n a p p o i n t m e n t , weekly wellness checks starting ability forum at the library at 6:30
visit redcrossblood.org or call Jan. 18, from 10 a.m. to noon p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25.
1-800-REDCROSS.
every Thursday.
The forum, “Sustainable You,”
A
volunteer
nurse
will
provide
features
a nutrition expert from
Smartphone workshop
service, including blood pressure Dane County Extension who will
The senior center will host a checks, glucose checks, weight talk about meal planning, food
smartphone workshop at 1 p.m, monitoring, as well as individ- shopping, label reading, brand
Tuesday, Jan. 16, where people ual education on chronic health comparison, grocery lists and
can learn about new software and problems, healthy lifestyles, diet, physical activity. Healthy refreshphones.
nutrition and medication manage- ments will be provided.
To register, call 270-4290.
ment.
Attendees are asked to bring
For
information,
call
270-4290.
extra
new or gently used reusable
Home care services
bags for the RCC to reuse locally.
Visiting Physicians Association Career Change 101
For information on this event,
Community will present a proUW-Madison adult career and call Erika Kluetmeier at 270-4274
gram that brings primary care ser- special student services will host or visit fitchburgwi.gov.
vices home at 1 p.m. Wednesday, a career change workshop from
Jan. 17, at the senior center.
6-8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, at the Buying a franchise
Liaison Jolene Lucas will library.
People can learn about how to
explain how the program works.
People can learn about how to project costs and fund a franchise
The VPA offers physical examina- get started in a new career and from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday,
tions, disease management, medi- resources for taking the next step. Jan. 25, at the library.
cation management, laboratory

DIY succulent terrarium

Franchising is a way to become
a business owner, but presents its
own set of challenges. The Women’s Business Center will also
present what the “due diligence”
process is for investigating a franchise opportunity. For information, visit wwbic.com.

Communication Innovation
storytime

If You Go
What: Bowling fundraiser for rescue
animals
Where: Ten Pin Alley, 6285 Nesbitt
Road
When: 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 3
Info: 576-2103

at the library.
They will learn about 3-D printing and Tinkercad to get started creating their own designs.
Space is limited and registration
is required.
To register, call 729-1762.

String art

Children ages 13-17 can create
masterpieces using wood, nails
Children ages 2-5 and their and string at 6 p.m. Thursday,
caregivers can participate in a Feb. 15, at the library.
For information, call 729-1762.
communication innovation storytime from 10:30-11:15 a.m. No sew scarf making
Thursday, Feb. 8, at the library.
Children ages 9-12 can make
A licensed speech-language
pathologist and occupational ther- their own scarf from 4-5 p.m.
apist of Communication Innova- Friday, Feb. 16, at the library. No
tions Pediatric Therapy Services sewing is required.
For information, call 729-1762.
will present how to enhance children’s language skills through Fractured fairy tales
reading, incorporating songs and
storytime
motor activities with books.
For information, visit
Children ages 2-5 can listherapymadison.com.
ten to fractured fairy tales from
11-11:45 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at
Olympic Game Night
the library.
Children age 5-12 can particiThe storytellers will put a silly
pate in a “Winter Olympics” from twist on classic fairy tales.
4-5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9, at the
For information, call 729-1762.
library. They can make their own
torch and compete in a variety of Escape room
games.
Participants ages 18 and over
For information, call 729-1760. can join an escape room from
6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb.
Blackout poetry
19, at the library. They can solve
Children ages 13-17 can create clues and puzzles to open locks to
their own blackout poetry from escape the room.
6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13, at the
For information, call 729-1762.
library.
They can grab a marker, a page Paper crafts
from a book and make it their
Crafters ages 9 through adult
own.
can participate in an art salon
For information, call 729-1760. making paper crafts from 6-7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 21. This fine arts
3-D Printing for beginners
program is a bonding experience
Children ages 9-12 can learn for parents and children.
the basics of 3-D printing from
For information, call 729-1762.
6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 14,
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Photos by Helu Wang

Talia Ivry and Mason Bascemi ponder a question.

Photos by Amber Levenhagen

Jayden Hall, left, and Damien Wilson watch the train set.

Children’s Holiday Party
The Community Center hosted Fitchburg’s
31st annual Children’s Holiday Party on Dec.
10.
The party was open for families to enjoy
crafts, snacks and holiday-themed activities.
Santa was on the scene for pictures with families, in addition to face painting and an inflatable playground.

Friday, January 12
workshop, library, 729• 11-11:45 a.m., Book boo- 1760
gie, library, 729-1760
Friday, January 19

Friday, January 26

• 10:30-11:15 a.m., Do
Re Read Mi a story (ages
2-5), library, 729-1760

Trivia of Thrones
The library hosted a Game of Thrones Trivia night on
Jan. 8. Participants rallied their bannermen and signed their
House up for Game of Thrones Trivia.


Aaron Belt enjoys his cookie almost immediately after finishing the
decorations.

Calendar of events

Hannah Ehrlich and Austin Cotharn team up at a Game of
Thrones Trivia.

(ages 5-8), library, 7291760
• 7-8 p.m., iPhone and
iPad workshop, library,
729-1763

Monday, February 12 1760
Tuesday, February 20

• 9:30-10 a.m. or 11-11:30
a.m. (ages 2-5), Preschool storytime, library,
729-1760

adno=555362-01

• 11-11:45 a.m., Lapsit storytime (ages 0-2), library,
Saturday, January 27
729-1760
• 3-4 p.m., DIY Terrarium, Megan Leavey, senior
center, 270-4290 
Thursday, February 8 Tuesday, February 13 • 5 p.m., READ to a dog
library, 729-1760
• 2-3 p.m., Book Bingo
4-5 p.m., Winter science (ages 5-12), library, 729• 10:30-11:15 a.m., Com• 11-11:45 a.m., Lapsit sto- (ages 5-12), library, 729Monday, January 15 •(ages
5-12), library, 7291760
munication Innovation sto- rytime (ages 0-2), library, 1760
• 9:30-10 a.m. or 11-11:30 1760
(ages 2-5), library, 729-1760
Monday, January 29 rytime
Wednesday, February 21
a.m., Preschool storytime,
729-1760
Saturday, January 20 • 9:30-10 a.m. or 11-11:30
Wednesday, February 14 • 10-11 a.m., Book dislibrary, 729-1760
• 1-1:45 p.m., Bouncing
• 10:30 a.m., Silly stories
a.m., Preschool storytime babies (ages 0-1), library, • 10-11 a.m., Toddler art,
cussion: Orange is the
• All day, senior center
and crafts (ages 2-5),
(ages 2-5), library, 729library (ages 1-3), 729New Black: My Year in a
closed
729-1760
library, 729-1760
1760
1760
Woman’s Prison by Piper
• 1:30 p.m., REACH Book
Tuesday, January 16 • 1-3 p.m., Lego build
Tuesday, January 30 Club: Circling the Sun by Thursday, February 15 Kerman, library, 729-1760
• 11-11:45 a.m., Lapsit sto- (ages 5-12), library, 729• 10:30-11 a.m., Toddler
• 11-11:45 a.m., Lapsit sto- Paula McClain, senior
• 6-6:30 p.m., Guys read, dance party (ages 1-3),
rytime, library, 729-1760
1760
rytime (ages 0-2), library, center, 270-4290 
library (ages 9-12), 729• 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
library, 729-1760
Monday, January 22 729-1760
1760
Blood drive, Fitchburg
Friday, February 9
• 9:30-10 a.m. or 11-11:30
Community Center, 5510
Thursday, February 1 • 4-5 p.m., Olympic Game
Friday, February 16 Thursday, February 22
a.m., Preschool storytime
• 10:30 a.m., Adventure
Lacy Road,
• 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Night, library (ages 5-12), • Noon, Friends book
(ages 2-5), library, 729storytime (ages 2-5),
redcrossblood.org
729-1760
A good yarn book club,
sale, library, 729-1760
1760
library, 729-1760
• 1 p.m., Smartphone
library, 729-1760
Saturday, February 10 Saturday, February 17 • 1-1:45 p.m., Bouncing
• 6-7 p.m., Candy art
workshop, senior center,
(ages 13-17), library, 729- • 6-7 p.m., Valentine
• 1-3 p.m., LEGO build,
babies (ages 0-1), library,
• 10 a.m., Friends book
270-4290 
breakout challenge
1760
library
(ages
5-12),
729729-1760
sale,
library,
729-1760
• 5 p.m., Read to a dog,
(ages 5-12, registration
1760
•
2-3:40
p.m.,
Kids
movie:
library, 729-1760
Tuesday, January 23 required), library, 729Friday, February 23
Sunday, February 11 My Little Pony, library,
• 11-11:45 a.m., Book
Wednesday, January 17 • 11-11:45 a.m., Lapsit sto- 1762
729-1760
rytime (ages 0-2), library,
• 1-3:30 p.m., Valentine’s
Boogie (ages 1-5), library,
• 10-11 a.m., Toddler art
Friday, February 2
729-1760
Day card making, library,
729-1760
M

onday,
February
19
(ages 1-3), library, 729• 11 a.m. to noon, Valen729-1760
• 9:30-10 a.m. or 11-11:30 • 4 p.m., Canvas tape
1760
Wednesday, January 24 tine’s Day crafts (ages
a.m., Preschool storytime painting for tweens (ages
• 10-11 a.m., Book discus- • 1 p.m., Healthcare scam 2-5), library, 729-1760

9-12), library, 729-1760
(ages 2-5), library, 729sion: The Nest by Cynthia prevention, senior center, • 4 p.m., Mario Kart
D’Aprix Sweeney, library,
270-4290 
tournament (ages 9-12),
729-1760
Thursday, January 25 library, 729-1760
• 1 p.m., Home care serSaturday, February 3
vices, senior center, 270- • 10-11 a.m., Preschool
Art (ages 2-5), library,
• 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Free
4290 
729-1760
Mending Day, Badger
• 6-7 p.m., Arts salon:
Prairie Needs Network,
• 1-1:45 p.m., Bouncing
Yarn crafts (ages 9 and
1200 E. Verona Ave., 279babies,
library
(ages
0-1),
above), library, 729-1760
7596
729-1760
• 7-8 p.m., Microsoft
Word: basics and beyond, • 6-6:30 p.m., Guys read
Monday, February 5
(ages 9-12), library, 729Leaving July 26, 2018 and returning August 9, 2018,
library, 729-1760
• 9:30-10 a.m. or 11-11:30
1760
you’ll
tour
the heart of Switzerland including Lucerne, Ballenberg,
a.m., Preschool storytime
Thursday, January 18 • 6:30-8 p.m., New ways
(ages
2-5),
library,
729Bern,
Grindelwald,
Zermatt and More — Unpack Only Once.
• 10 a.m. to noon, Wellto get healthy, library,
1760
ness checks, senior cen– TOUR PREVIEW –
729-1760
ter, 270-4290 
Tuesday, February 6
Saturday, January 20, 2018 • 2 pm
• 6:30 p.m., “Sustainable
• 10:30-11 a.m., Beary
• 11-11:45 a.m., Lapsit stoYou” forum, library, 270Varsity Bar & Grill
fun storytime, library, 729- 4274
rytime (ages 0-2), library,
1205
W Main St., Sun Prairie
1760
• 6:30-8:30 p.m., Buying a 729-1760
The
deposit
of
$500
per
person
is due January 26, 2018. Balance due by April 6, 2018.
• 4-5 p.m., Afternoon art,
franchise, library, wwbic.
W

ednesday,
February
7
Please
call
or write for a brochure.
library, 729-1760
com
• 6-6:30 p.m., Book club
Rosann Steinhauer • 608-255-1154 • master@itis.com
• 6-8 p.m., Career change

Saturday, January 13 • 12:40 p.m., Movie:
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Ask the Fitchburg

ASSISTED LIVING AND MEMORY CARE

CHIROPRACTOR

Q. What do you look for when touring a community?
A. This is a MAJOR decision; first impression is ALWAYS the best indicator.

Q. I’ve been getting headaches at least once a week and my med-

ical doctor has ruled out any underlying condition. Is there
anything a chiropractor can do that will have a lasting effect?

A. 95% of headaches are primary headaches, meaning they are

tension or migraine headaches and are not caused by disease but
originate from muscle tension in the head and neck. Chiropractic
Jill Unwin,
Lee Unwin,
adjustments restore normal spinal function which helps to alleviate
DC, CCEP
BCMT, CSCS
tension and increase circulation to these areas. Chiropractors will
also guide you in correcting common causes of headaches such
as stress reduction, ergonomics, and diet. As far as long-term effects, a report released in 2001 by researchers
at Duke University Evidence-Based Practice Center in Durham, NC, found that spinal adjustments resulted in
almost immediate improvement for those headaches that originate in the neck, and had significantly fewer side
effects and longer lasting relief of tension-type headache than a commonly prescribed medication.

adno=553348-01

When you walk in the door, are you greeted by staff in a warm welcoming
manner? Attitude and friendliness are great indicators if staff enjoy their job,
does it appear that staff are enjoying what they do?
Take a breath, what do you smell? Does the community smell of a home cooked
meal? Cookies baking? If there are odors, is it concentrated in one area, or throughout the entire building? Feel free
to ask staff what they think is causing the odor.
Cleanliness is very important, does the community look clean, look past the furnishings, is there any garbage laying
around, cracked or dirty walls, dusty air vents?
Do the resident’s look clean and well kept? Are there activities going on, if they are, are the residents engaged in
the activity? Does staff leading the activity look like they are enjoying the activity? Is there a monthly calendar and
would it match your loved one’s interests?
When talking to staff, do they listen and establish eye contact, watch how staff interact with the resident’s and is it in
a manner you would want your loved one interacted with. Ask about staffing patterns, staff turnover and education.
Meet the management team, spend time getting to know them. It is VERY important
you have confidence in the staff providing care for your loved one. LASTLY, go with
your gut, trust your instincts. Would you rather have a community that will treat your
loved one with dignity and respect? Or a community that has great décor?

5784 Chapel Valley Rd. Fitchburg WI 53711 • 608-274-1111

102 N. Franklin Street • Verona, WI 53593
(608) 848-1800 • unwinchiropractic.com

adno=553349-01

SENIOR CARE

VETERINARIAN

Q. Are there jobs available to care for people in their homes?
A. The need for personal care workers will rise by over 50 percent through 2018, according to the Bureau

Q. My dog’s feet get really sore on walks in this cold weather. What can
I do to help her?
A. Between salty sidewalks and cold temperatures, dogs feet do get sore.
Avoiding walks on heavily salted paths is ideal but not always feasible.
At home, choose a dog - friendly salt product such as Safe Paw or pot ash.
Mushers Secret balm for paws is helpful to protect the pads. Many dogs
benefit from wearing boots if they are particularly sensitive. It may take
a few tries to get them used to wearing them, though.

Stephen Rudolph
FACHE, CSA

1350 S. Fish Hatchery Road
Oregon, WI 53575

579 D’onofrio Dr., #10, Madison, WI 53719
(608) 218-4861 • www.comfortkeepers.com

adno=553331-01

adno=550588-01

WINDOW FASHIONS & COVERINGS

Q. Where do I start on projects for the New Year?
A. With the start of a New Year, it’s OK to take stock of all the projects

you didn’t get to in 2017 and have a do-over! During the remaining
winter months, make a list of home projects you’d like to tackle in
2018 and attach a budget to each. Divide the projects throughout the
year to keep you on track. If you decide to makeover a room, then
don’t let new window coverings intimidate you. Call today to book
your free consultation and get started on your project. Everything
seems easier once you take the first step.

A. Many of you have gone to Zillow to get a “Zestimate” and other websites to
find out what your home is worth. What you get, unfortunately, is a wide price
range. The reason for the value discrepancies is that many of those websites
rely on third party companies to access local public records to find out details
on your home. The information that is used could be outdated or lack crucial
details that are needed to find the most accurate value of your home. That
Shawn Pfaff
is why you need to meet with a Realtor - that uses up-to-date neighborhood
comparables - to find out the most accurate and updated value of your home.
As a Fitchburg Realtor, I can provide you with a no obligation market appraisal of your home. I
look forward to hearing from you soon at pfaffs@firstweber.com

adno=553333-01

(608) 628-3275

2985 Triverton Pike Dr., Ste. 200, Fitchburg, WI 53711
pfaffs@firstweber.com • www.shawnpfaff.firstweber.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

adno=553338-01

Q. What kinds of things can I do to ensure my elderly mother doesn’t feel isolated?
A. There are a number of things you can do to ensure your mother isn’t feeling alone. Here are a few tips that might
help. 1) Provide transportation to and from appointments. 2) Visit her often! This could be anything from enjoying a
cup of coffee with her to taking a short 15-minute walk, have a lunch date, or a shopping trip to her favorite store. 3)
Encourage your mother to participate in activities. If none are offered in her living situation, help her find something
close to home. Join her in the activity and of course, make sure she gets to and from safely! 4) Help make her home
a special place. Display her favorite photos where she can view them daily, this will help her reminisce over the
fond memories. Ask her about her memories, even if you’ve heard it before! 5) Encourage her to invite a neighbor
or friend over for coffee or tea. If she is struggling to make friends, feel free to help her meet people in her apartment
complex or in her neighborhood. 6) Suggest an exercise class that is safe for seniors. Often times, there is something
right where she is living. We hope these few suggestions will help prevent your senior from feeling isolated.

600 2nd Avenue
New Glarus, WI 53574
608-527-2126
www.nghome.org

Kathleen C. Aiken

adno=549774-01

Q. How long has Stellar Rehab been in business and what services do you provide?
A. Stellar Rehabilitation, LLC is celebrating its 14th Anniversary! Stellar opened its doors on January 19, 2004 in the Prairie Oaks

area of Verona with only 2 employees, providing outpatient physical, occupational and speech therapy services for residents in and around
Verona. It didn’t take long to realize the need for services in a variety of Independent, Assisted Living and Memory Care Facilities (ALF’s)
so Stellar expanded quickly to cover the need. The most exciting Stellar news of 2017 was the opening of a 2nd Stellar clinic on the campus
of All Saint’s and seeing the staff grow to 25 excellent employees. Some of the communities that Stellar provides on-site therapy include:
All Saint’s, Noel Manor, Willow Pointe, BrightStar, Sylvan Crossing’s, Avalon, Harmony, Kindred Hearts, Legacy Gardens, Parkside,
Emmerson, Hyland Crossings , Willowick and Aster Retirement Communities. Stellar also has had contracts with Oscar Mayer (on-site
Susan Armstrong, MPT therapy and worker’s compensation injuries), the Wisconsin Virtual Academy (home-school based therapy), Select Specialty Hospital
(long-term acute-care therapy), Unity Point at Home (speech therapy services and power wheelchair evaluations), Southern Care (hospice
Physical Therapist
services), Heartland Hospice (hospice services), BrightStar care (homecare, assisted living and private therapy services), and Care Wisconsin
(contracted and homecare therapy). Stellar has 3 additional partnerships with Recover Health, Interim and Transitions to provide homecare
therapy services in multiple counties. Stellar Rehab provides physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech therapy services with an
excellent team of highly talented professionals. You can read more about Stellar’s services on the website: www.stellarrehab.com. It’s
exciting to see the places we’ve been, the people we have been able to help, and the opportunities that have opened up over the past 13 years.
Thank you to the Verona and surrounding cities for their support and the opportunity to do what we love to do – help people.

Comprehensive Therapy Services
1049 N. Edge Trail • Prairie Oaks
(608) 845-2100 • Verona, WI 53593 • www.stellarrehab.com

adno=553339-01

draperies • blinds • shades • home furnishings

Andrea@exquisiteWD.com
(608) 609-1488, call/text
www.exquisiteWD.com
Find me on

REALTOR

Q. How do I get an accurate estimate of what my home is worth?

adno=553334-01

(608) 835-0551

Andrea Hedquist,
Owner/Designer

of Labor Statistics, due to the rapid growth in the 65+ population and the growing desire of elders to continue
living in the comfort of home for as long as possible. Personal care workers help elders safely and happily
maintain an independent in-home lifestyle by assisting them with the activities of daily living.
Home health care aides provide elders companionship as they perform light housekeeping and routine
personal care duties. Their services vary according to each client’s specific needs. They help clients get out of
bed, bathe, dress, and groom, clean clients’ houses, launder clothes, change bed linens, plan and cook meals,
and make sure elders stay on diets prescribed for health maintenance.
Home health care providers also partner with elders’ families to provide elders the care they need. Home
health care aides can be scheduled to visit from just a few hours a week or many more depending on the
needs of the elder. As more elders and their families embrace this kind of care, opportunities for home health
care jobs will continue to grow.
Contact Comfort Keepers, the premier home care agency in the greater Dane County area at 218-4861 if you
may be interested in a caregiver position with us.

MORTGAGE BANKING

ADVERTISING

Q. Should I get a fixed rate or adjustable rate?
A. A fixed-rate mortgage means that you’ll pay the same interest rate

Q. You’re an expert in your line of work interested in joining

throughout the life of your loan. On the other hand, an adjustablerate mortgage starts out with a low interest rate for a set period of
time (three or five years are common), and then adjusts according to
market rates. In a low-rate environment, like we’re currently in, it’s
generally beneficial to lock in a fixed rate, unless you only plan to be
in the home for a short period of time.

A. It’s simple, just call Donna Larson at (608) 845-9559 or
Dawn Zapp at (608) 835-6677. We can fill you in on all the
details. Don’t miss out on this valuable piece of advertising
that runs every month in the Fitchburg Star and Great Dane
Shopping News.

117 King St. • Stoughton, WI 53589
608-873-6755
kathy.aiken@associatedbank.com

our Ask a Professional page. What should you do?

Your Photo
Here!

Fitchburg Star &
Great Dane Shopping News
adno=553330-01

133 Enterprise Dr. • Verona, WI 53593 • (608) 845-9559
connectfitchburg.com
adno=548357-01
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Virtual tour shows changes to new VAHS
After cutting back,
project is $24 million
closer to budget
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

Photo by Scott Girard

Epstein Uhen Architects project designer Chris Michaud, center left, talks about features of the school as a colleague uses his laptop to lead a virtual tour through the latest design.
“ We m a d e a c o n s i d e r a b l e
amount of changes to the plan,”
EUA project designer Chris
Michaud told the board.
Board members used the opportunity to ask about certain features, from color scheme to classroom placement, while consultants explained how they would
build for natural light and accessibility.

The meeting also provided an
important update on the budget,
which was a “problem” early on
in the schematic design phase, as
projections put the plans at $26
million too high, owner’s representative Mike Huffman said.
“The last time we checked in,
that problem was down to about
$2.3 million,” he said.
The Common Council decided

Oregon School District

SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Unified Newspaper Group

Behind the scenes, the
work has been going on for
nearly a year.
Next month, a task force
charged with examining
growth in the district will
make its recommendations
to the Oregon school board.
It’s a decision that could
go a long way in determining how the district looks in
the future.
Faced with a student population estimated to rise
50 percent by 2030 from
planned developments in
Oregon and Fitchburg,
the board is taking a longterm look at growth and
how to best proceed with
any expansion of existing
schools or construction of
new ones.
The district task force
on growth, created by the
board in January 2017, has
met frequently in the past
year as it studied area population trends and capabilities of district schools.
The 10-member group

Contact Scott Girard at ungreporter@wcinet.com and follow
him on Twitter @sgirard9.

What’s online

Honing in on growth
Task force
recommendation due
next month

two days after the school board
meeting that they would put “up
to $5 million” toward the construction of a new access road for
the new high school.
“There are going to be a number
of factors (in the budget), some of
which we control, some of which
will be out of our control,” Findorff project manager Aaron Zutz
told the board. “Within reason,

Closed
session
At the end of the meeting,
board members met in
closed session to discuss
superintendent and administrative evaluations. There was
no vote.
includes district administrators, teachers, school board
members and residents
from Fitchburg, Oregon and
Brooklyn. To assist, the district hired urban and regional planner Mark Roffers as a
consultant.
The group, directed to
come up with recommendations on student enrollment
population estimates, longterm capacity of schools
and potential areas for new
schools, is nearly to that
point. Task force and board
member Courtney Odorico
told the board Monday night
the group has narrowed
down options for a recommendation and has begun
“fine-tuning” a report for the
board’s vision/steering committee meeting on Jan. 31.
She encouraged all board
members to attend.
“There will be a lot of
important information

coming from the task force,”
Odorico said.
At that meeting, committee and task force members
will work on a presentation
to give “on the breadth of
what we’ve got” to the entire
board at its Feb. 12 meeting.
Board president Steve Zach
asked the group to figure out
the important points to bring
out for the board meeting.
“It’s going to be critical
to review the entirety of it,
not only with ourselves as a
board who’s going to have
to make a decision on it, but
to start bringing those topics
before the public,” he said.
Zach credited the task
force for their work in the
past year.
“You guys have done an
amazing job with this, and
the amount of data that’s
been assembled and the critical thinking that’s gone in
developing options for the
district for the next 25-30
years is amazing,” he said.
“I’m excited to get this out
to the public so they can see
how much work behind the
scenes has gone into planning for the future.”
Email Unified Newspaper
Group reporter Scott De
Laruelle at scott.delaruelle@wcinet.com.

Submit an idea
Do you have a story idea for something we should cover in the Madison Metropolitcan
School District? Whether it’s a new program at Cherokee, state report card scores for
Leopold and Chavez or a student at Madison West who deserves some recognition, we’d
love to hear your ideas. Please email any story ideas to communityreporter@wcinet.
com.

Read these and more Verona Area School District stories at ConnectFitchburg.com:

City of Verona approves up to $5 million in funding
The City of Verona agreed to pay “up to” $5 million to the school district in return
for a “clean” Sugar Creek site. The Jan. 8 Council approval came after a contentious
November meeting between the two governing bodies where members disagreed
about the city’s financial commitment to the project.

VASD gets state waiver
The state Department of Public Instruction approved a waiver for the Verona Area
School District that will allow the high school to be exempt from some requirements
including hours of instruction. The waiver will allow the school to function like the
Exploration Academy charter high school has, and helped pave the way for a planned
transition from charter school to program for EA in three years.
Read these and more Oregon School District stories at ConnectFitchburg.com:

OSD unveils new website
A new Oregon School District website, which went live Dec. 28, aims for better
functionality for users.

OHS engineering class looks toward students’ futures
The Principles of Engineering class at Oregon High School is more than building
battling robots, as students gain skills for the workforce.

Memorial United Church of Christ
Love Of Neighbor,
Love Of Children,
Love Of Creation
The United Church of Christ has a vision
of a world for all. In this world all are
welcomed, everyone is loved and justice
is inherent.

Worship at 8:15 and 10 a.m.
Sunday School at 10 a.m.
5705 Lacy Road, Fitchburg

273-1008 • www.memorialucc.org

adno=553489-01

The group walked through the
front door, turned left and walked
into a corridor overlooking the
Verona Area High School fieldhouse. From there, they looked
through the athletics training
facilities and the open-area corridor and finally moved to the
classrooms.
None of it actually exists just
yet, and it won’t for another twoplus years. But as Verona Area
school board members, district
administrators and consultants
on the new VAHS project sat in
the board meeting room Saturday
morning, they got an inside look
at the most updated plans for the
building through a “virtual tour”
of the latest plans courtesy of
Epstein Uhen Architects.
The tour highlighted some of
the changes from what’s been
discussed over the nine months
since voters approved the $180
million referendum to build the
school and renovate others. Those
include some functional changes, like new locations for student
check-in and sign-out, and some
cost-related, like no more second
floor for the performing arts center and the removal of a balcony
connected to the LMC.

we’re right where we want to be
with the budget.”
One of the first items that
would be cut if costs run over
would be the second pool, which
the board added to the project in
August. That would save about
$2.5 million now, though consultants explained that building the
pool later – an option the board
has expressed interest in if it cannot be built now – would cost
much more.
“The pool gives us an opportunity,” Huffman said. “That would
be horrible (to build it later), but
there is that opportunity.”
An updated timeline shows
Findorff hopes to mobilize its
crews March 15 for an April 1
groundbreaking, though an official “groundbreaking ceremony”
would likely wait until later, as
that is spring break week, superintendent Dean Gorrell noted.
That timeline would require
approval of the site plan at the
March 5 City of Verona Plan
Commission meeting, something
consultants were confident they
could acquire, despite one vote
they already know will be a “no.”
“In general, I think we’re going
to get Plan Commission approval on March 5, and Findorff can
apply for an early start (for other permits) on March 6,” said
EUA senior design architect Eric
Dufek.

KEEP IT LOCAL IN FITCHBURG!
Friday
Fish
Fry

adno=533296-01
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6285 Nesbitt Road, Fitchburg, WI 53719

(608) 845-1010
Children’s Birthday Parties
OPEN BOWLING DAILY
Call for lane availability

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday 4-6pm

Climatized Storage
Concierge For Moving & Storage
We Can Help You Select Your Mover.

It’s the Little Things That
Make A Huge Difference
608-271-1260 • 608-692-1658 • www.capitalcartage.com
6126 Cottonwood Dr, Fitchburg, WI 53719

• Packing Materials & Service
• Pad Wrapping
• Drop-off or Pick-up Services
• Senior Services

Fantastic Deck
Corporate Parties
Banquet Facilities
Sports Bar
Pro Shop

Daily
Lunch
Specials
adno=553503-01

adno=555001-01

Mondays & Tuesdays:
1⁄2 Price Bottles of Wine
Mom & Dad - Bring in the kids & relax in our
Family Friendly Restaurant!

e purch

(with adult entre

Choose from Pizza, Cheese Ravioli,
Grilled Cheese, Chicken Fingers, Spaghetti
w/Meatball, Burger, Hot Dog and more.
*Gluten Free Options Available!

LUNCH BUFFET: 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM ($9.95)
DINNER MENU: 5:00 - 9:30 PM
CLOSED MONDAYS

GET FINANCIALLY FIT
THIS NEW YEAR.

(608) 274-3333
5957 McKEE ROAD Suite 108, FITCHBURG

Great Things Happen!™ with Cash Rewards Checking.
Great perks and ATM fee refunds
nationwide.1 Join today!
adno=553507-01

Please visit

WWW.BENVENUTOS.COM for locations

$4 off $25
or $8 off $50*
*Dinner only
*Not valid with any other offer

1
ATM surcharge fees of up to $20 per statement cycle will
be refunded if reward requirements are met. Rewards
requirements are: Sign up of eStatements, use direct deposit and post 15 signature debit card transactions within
your monthly statement cycle. Member FDIC.

(MUST PRESENT COUPON)

adno=553511-01

Would you like
to see your ad
on this page?

adno=553398-01

Kids Eat Free
Every Mondaasye)

Design
Remodeling
Home Accessories

3000 Cahill Main, Ste 215
Fitchburg, WI 53711
dcinteriorsllc.com
608 444 0571
Hours: 9:30 - 5:30 m-f

Contact your
Account Executive
at 608-845-9559

Come check out our
home accessories &
visit our showroom
F O R

S P A C E S

T H A T

A R E

U N I Q U E L Y

Y O U R S
adno=553415-01

Jeremy Jones, sports editor

845-9559 x226 • ungsportseditor@wcinet.com
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Madison West boys hockey

Edgewood boys
hockey

Crusaders
undefeated
in Badger
South
EVAN HALPOP
Unified Newspaper Group

Photo by Evan Halpop

Madison West hockey celebrates winning the Culver’s Cup after Regent senior forward Colin Pulkrabek scored the game-winning goal in a 2-0 shootout
win Dec. 29 against Madison Memorial at Madison Ice Arena.

Regents win Culver’s Cup
ANTHONY IOZZO

24.
West began the Culver’s Cup on
Dec.
27 with a 4-1 win over AshTeam
W-L-T
Pts
land.
Sun Prairie
8-2-0
16
Baldwin had a hat trick, and
freshman defender Devin Huie
Verona
7-1-0
14
added a goal. Senior defender KierMadison West 6-2-0
12
an Garvey, senior defender Elliott
Middleton
5-4-0
10
Held, senior forward Conor Huie
and junior forward Feliz Jiang all
Mad. Memorial 4-4-0
8
had assists.
Janesville
3-5-0
6
Buencamino finished with 15
saves. Ashland sophomore goalie
Beloit Memorial 2-8-0
4
Brandon Hudson had 36.
Madison Lakers 0-9-0
0
West came back on Dec. 28 and
defeated Baraboo/Portage 3-2.
Baldwin had two goals and an
assist, and Loving collected a goal
had the assist.
Senior goalie Adam Buencamino and an assist. Garvey and Held each
finished with 27 saves. Memorial had assists.
Freshman goalie Ian Hedican had
sophomore goalie Wes Turner had

Big Eight

Assistant sports editor

Madison West boys hockey went
2-0-1 in the Culver’s Cup from
Dec. 27-29 and won the tournament
with a 2-0 shootout win over Madison Memorial.
The Regents (9-4-2 overall, 6-2
Big Eight Conference) tied the
Spartans 2-2 on Dec. 29 before
winning the game in a shootout at
Madison Ice Arena.
Junior forward Drake Baldwin
scored in the third period to put
West up 2-1, but Memorial tied the
game with a power-play goal by
senior forward Ryan Buckalew.
Senior forward Colin Pulkrabek
scored in the second period to make
it 1-1. Senior forward Sam Loving

The Regents hosted Verona on
Dec. 15 and lost 6-4.
With the game tied 4-4, freshman Nathan Jurrens and junior Jake
Osiecki scored goals late in the
third period.
West led 3-0 in the second period after two goals by Baldwin and
another by Conor Huie. Loving and
Garvey each had assists.
Verona came back with four
straight goals before Loving tied
the game at 4-4 early in the third
period. Pulkrabek and Baldwin had

Turn to West Hockey/Page 13

Turn to Edgewood/Page 13

23 saves. Baraboo/Portage senior
goalie Giovanni D’Asto finished
with 22.

Verona 6, West 4

Once a Regent, always a Regent
Farley steps back, but not away after 11 years

“(The coaching staff) had a meeting with Jeremy Schiltz, who is the
athletic director for the Madison
Metropolitan School District, and he
has approved it,” Farley said of the
JV team.
Despite that expansion, Farley is
confident the time is right to downshift into a limited role, focusing on
goaltenders.
That means he no longer has to
schedule games, busing and ice
time, he said, explaining that those
things combined with his other
coaching duties left him with a commitment of up to 30 or 40 hours a
week.
“That is Libert’s job now,” Farley
said.

Unified Newspaper Group

Bret Farley has stepped down as
coach of the Madison West boys
hockey team after 11 years, but he
isn’t leaving the team yet.
“As long as I can still help the program I will be here,” Farley told the
Star last month.
Farley has had trouble finding
enough time for family with his
coaching duties and his freelance
work in restaurant maintenance in
recent years. But now, he said, he
finally feels comfortable reducing
his role to an assistant because the
program has several dependable
coaches.
Among them are Steve Libert,
who was promoted during the offseason from an assistant focusing
on the defense to be the new head
coach. Libert and his brother, Tony,
coached Middleton from 1993 to
2014.
Four of the five coaches are
Regent alumni, including Farley, a
1987 West graduate who joined the
staff in 1991 before stepping away
after two seasons.

Building a program
File photo by Evan Halpop

Bret Farley (back) decided to step down as head coach of the Madison West
boys hockey team this offseason after 11 years, but he remains as an assistant coach to continue to help the program.
Over the past decade, Farley
has led a Regents program that is
self-sustaining and consistently in
the top half of the Big Eight Conference. A steady flow of talent from

the youth programs at Madison Ice
Arena all the way to the coaching
staff has helped coaches begin to
form plans for a junior varsity squad
in 2019-20 season.

Edgewood 8,
Stoughton 0
Junior forwards Jake
S c h m a l t z a n d Te d d y
Kluesner each tallied two
goals and an assist on
Dec. 15 in an 8-0 win over
Stoughton.
The host Crusaders also
had goals by senior forward Carter Hottmann,
sophomore forward Payton
Smith, sophomore forward
Karl Gilmore and freshman
forward Charlie Jaye.
S e n i o r f o r wa r d G a b e
Brown added three assists,
and senior defender Jack
R oy e r a n d S m i t h e a c h
p i c ke d u p t wo a s s i s t s .
Senior defender Jake Sevenz, senior defender Quinn
Friednow, junior defender Hunter Stracka and

Madison West boys hockey

EVAN HALPOP

Madison Edgewood boys
hockey defeated Stoughton 8-0, Oregon 5-4 and
Monroe 7-1 last month to
remain undefeated and in
first place in the Badger
South Conference.
The Crusaders (11-3-2
overall, 6-0-0 conference)
also defeated sectional rival
Middleton 4-3 and tied No.
6 Green Bay Notre Dame
3-3 but fell 3-2 to Madison
West.

To be a part of a team that makes
it to the state hockey tournament is
special, like the 2006-2007 West
squad, but to treat each other as family is another level.
“Once a Regent, always a Regent”
is a commonly repeated motto at the
school, and it symbolizes the hockey

Turn to Farley/Page 13

Edgewood boys
swimming

Edgewood
ranked No. 4
in D2 poll
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

Madison Edgewood
boys swimming is currently ranked fourth in the
Wisconsin Interscholastic
Swim Coaches Association
poll with 331 points.
Monona Grove is No.1
and is followed by Elkhorn
and Ashwaubenon. Lakeland is ranked fifth.
S o p h o m o r e Tr u m a n
teDuits has the third fastest time in the 200 individual medley (1 minute,
58.27 seconds) and the 100
breaststroke (1:00.52). He
is fourth in the 100 butterfly
(54.31).
Edgewood also has the
third fastest time in the 200
free relay (1:31.32) and the
400 free relay (3:25.76).
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Girls basketball

Season-best times fuel Cats
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Photo by Anthony Iozzo

Sophomore Rayna Briggs barrels past defenders before
knocking in a bank shot in the second half Jan. 4 at Madison East. Briggs finished with 16 points in a 55-49 double
overtime loss.

Missed free throws doom Cats
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

A 55-49 Big Eight loss
Jan. 4 in double overtime at
Madison East came down to
free throws.
Verona girls basketball had
four different chances to win,
but the best chance came as
time expired in the first overtime.
Sydney Rae was fouled at
the buzzer with the game tied
46-46. One free throw would
have won the game, but Rae
hit the rim twice and watched
the ball bounce out.
With another opportunity, the Purgolders were able
to pull away in the second
overtime as they went 5-for-7
from the line in the last four
minutes. Verona was 1-for4 from the stripe during that
stretch and was 9-for-28 in
the game.
“Make free throws
because it is about being
mentally tough. That is it,”
coach Angie Murphy said.
“This team is still trying to
figure out how to do that.
You should want the ball and
want to step up at the line.
We didn’t do that.”
Verona (5-8 overall, 5-4
Big Eight) trailed 49-48
with a minute and a half to
go in the second overtime.

Sophomore Rayna Briggs
banked in a shot off the
glass on a power move to the
inside, and she tired to do it
again and was fouled.
Briggs was unable to hit
either of her free throws,
however. And East senior
forward Tyla Hayes followed
with a traditional 3-point
play and another basket to
put the Purgolders up 54-48
with 40 seconds to go.
“Stepping up and being
confident and doing what
you are supposed to do,”
Murphy said. “How many
times do you go to the gym
and work on free throws?
That is frustrating.”
Verona trailed 25-15 at
halftime but chipped away
at the lead. Senior Chandler Bainbridge drained a
3-pointer, and freshman
Kyiah Penn followed with
another triple to tie the game
at 41.
Kyiah Penn then found
Bainbridge inside, who
nailed a layup to give the
Wildcats their first lead of the
game.
Junior Bre Penn then had a
chance to make it a two possession game with a 1-and-1,
but she missed the first. That
allowed junior guard Shayla
Moseberry to tie the game
with a bank-in shot seconds
later.

veronalacrosse.com
Spring Registration is OPEN
Early Bird Discount Ends February 15
Registration Closes in Early March

Join the fastest game on two feet!

Verona Area/Mount Horeb boys swimming coach Bill Wuerger gave credit to
a good week of practice between Christmas and New Year’s for so many season-best times last weekend.
Off for 2 1/2 weeks, the Wildcats
missed just four practices for Christmas Eve/Christmas and New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day before returning to
action.
The Wildcats had best times in 30 of
40 individual swims in a Big Eight Conference dual at Middleton on Jan. 5, then
posted 19 more season-best individual
times and three more relay best times
Saturday at the Schroeder Aquatic Center
in Brown Deer.
Wuerger said he swam varsity swimmers in off-events Friday because they
were swimming the next day at Marquette and the triple dual would not be
competitive against the top-ranked Cardinals.
“In December, the guys swam most of
the same events, so we wanted to keep
them fresh,” he said.

Middleton triple dual
At the Middleton triple dual on Jan. 5,
the Wildcats defeated Madison La Follette with ease, 131-31, but fell 124-45 to
the third-ranked Cardinals, who won 10
of 11 events.
Juniors Shane Rozeboom and Aidan
Updegrove and sophomore Kyle Hoppe
each posted a team-best second-place finish.
Rozeboom placed second to Middleton’s Nathan Kim by a little less than two
seconds with a 55.6 in the 100 butterfly.
Updegrove was runner-up to Middleton’s Archer Parkin, 49.77-51.31 in the
100 free, and Hoppe touched the wall a
little more than a second behind Michael
Draves (22.51-23.72) in the 50 free.
Middleton showcased its depth, sweeping the top three spots in the 200 freestyle
and 100 backstroke and finishing 1-2 in
the 200 medley relay, 500 free and 100
breaststroke.
Updegrove swam on each of the

Photo by Jeremy Jones

Kyle Hoppe swims to a third-place finish in the 500-yard freestyle on Jan. 5 in 5
minutes, 33.67 seconds. Verona Area/Mount Horeb defeated Madison La Follette
131-31 but lost 124-45 to the Cardinals.
Wildcats’ second-place relays, joining
Kaleb McMillan, Kyle Hoppe and Rozeboom on the 200 free relay (1:33.62)
and Torbin Kittleson, Ben Wellnitz and
Christopher Lofts (3:40.88) on the 400
free relay.
Also highlighting the meet for VA/
MH, Eric Blum achieved his goal time
in the JV 100 butterfly, taking second in
1:03.19.

Marquette Invitational
The Wildcats had season-best times in
19 individual races and all three relays on
Jan. 6, the most of any team at the 24th
annual Marquette Invitational.
Rozeboom posted a pair of top-10 finishes to help Verona finish 10 out of 23
teams, with 88 points.
Top-ranked Madison West won five
of 12 events (Wes Jekel, 100 backstroke
and 200 individual medley; Lain Weaver, 100 butterfly; 200 medley relay and
the 400 free relay) to score a team-best
358.5 points. Brookfield Central won
three events (diving, 100 free and 100
breaststroke) but was unable to match the
depth of the Waukesha South/Catholic

Memorial co-op, which took the 500 free
and 200 free relay for second place, 267250. Middleton finished fourth with 226
points.
Rozeboom posted a team-best sixthplace finish in the 100 free with a time
of 48.61 and took seventh in the 50 free
with a 22.04. Caleb Carlson of Byron,
Ill., won the event in 21.24, finishing .03
ahead of Brookfield’s Ryan Linnihan,
who won the 100 free in 47.42.
Junior Aidan Updegrove was the only
other individual to crack the top 10 for
the Wildcats, finishing 10th in the 500
free with a 5:01.84. He also finished 13th
in the 200 free (1:51.55).
Rozeboom and Updegrove also had a
hand in VA/MH’s top two relay finishes, placing seventh in the 400 free with
freshman Ben Wellnitz and sophomore
Kyle Hoppe in 3:22.52. Senior Korbin
Kittleson, Rozeboom and Updegrove and
Wellnitz also finished ninth as a 200 free
relay in 1:31.21.
Freshman Alex Ritter scored a 290.5
for 11th place in the diving competition,
and Gabe Piscitelli made his goal time in
the 100 breaststroke.

Gymnastics

Dohnal leading Cats during rebuilding
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

was a little rough,” coach
Jessica Schaefer said. “We
gained three points as a team
today, and some of the girls
who were out for the first
meet got to compete for the
first time.”

The Verona/Madison Edgewood gymnastics team had
just eight or nine practices
between meets due to the holiday break before returning to Middleton 136.650,
action with a Big Eight Conference dual meet at Middle- V/ME 120.650
ton.
With the graduation of three
“We had one practice this of the Verona/Madison Edgeweek before the meet, so that wood gymnastics team’s top
four scorers from last year,
Hailey Dohnal knew she was
Parent/Player
going to be counted on even
more in her second season.
Information Meetings:
It’s a role the sophomore
has welcomed as the team’s
Badger Ridge Middle School
top varsity scorer this season.
Commons: 6:30-8:00 pm
She embraced it again on Jan.
* Jan 22: High School Boys
4 in a 136.650-120.650 loss
at Big Eight perennial powerJan 23: Youth (Girls & Boys)
house Middleton.
* Feb 7: High School Girls
“It’s been really fun. I like
being one of the leaders on
At least one parent
the team and getting to work
and the player should attend.
with the other girls, helping
them with their routines,”
*Mandatory
Dohnal said. “It’s been really
fun to cheer them on and work
together.”
Try the sport or tune up your
Dohnal, who did gymnastics for 12 years before high
skillslearn more at
school, was a little nervous at
opengyms.veronalacrosse.com
first not being familiar with
the skill levels of some of the
Registraon quesonsgo to
girls joining the team.
reginfo.veronalacrosse.com
“I thought we did pretty
well,” she said. “I think we
definitely showed improveadno=555176-01
ment, but there are always
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Emelie Lichty performs on the balance beam Jan. 4 in Middleton. The Wildcat/Crusaders lost the Big Eight Conference
dual meet 136.650-120.650.
things we need to work on.”
Dohnal finished third on her
best event (the vault) and on
the floor. The Cardinals were
too strong, though, as Jordan Braggot (34.050), Chloe
Young (33.775) and Taylor
Engelkes (32.675) swept the
top three all-around spots
ahead of Dohnal (31.875).
“My goal this year is to
make it to state (most likely
in the vault) because I was
close last year,” Dohnal said.
“I’ve been upping my routines
and working more on bigger
skills. That’s my big goal, but
for now, I want to continue to
have a good season and stick
my routines.”
Middleton’s Karina Sabol
won the vault with a 9.025
and Braggot was second with

an 8.65. Dohnal finished third
with an 8.4. V/ME’s Janina
Bruhn and Vanessa Wagner
each tied for fifth with an 8.2.
“I’ve been working a bigger
vault,” Dohnal said. “Hopefully, I will be able to compete that at some of the bigger
invites. That’s definitely the
event I would like to make it
to state in.”
Dohnal posted a team-best
8.425 on floor to finish behind
Sabol (9.55) and Braggo
(8.75). V/ME’s Emelia Lichty
took fourth with an 8.1.
Sabol dominated the balance beam by .3 points, scoring a 9.275. Young finished
second with an 8.975. Bruhn
scored a 7.95 for fifth place
and Dohnal finished sixth
with a 7.85.
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West boys swimming

Regents ranked No. 1 in D1 coaches poll
ANTHONY IOZZO

Association poll, which puts the
Regents at No. 1 in Division 1.
Wa u k e s h a S o u t h - C a t h o l i c
Madison West boys swimming Memorial, Middleton, Hartland
has 603 points in the Wisconsin Arrowhead and Brookfield CenInterscholastic Swim Coaches tral-East are the next four teams,

Assistant sports editor

respectively.
West holds the top time in the
200 medley relay (1 minute,
35.58 seconds) and is second in
the 200 free relay (1:27.62). West
is also No. 1 in the 400 free relay

(3:10.55).
Junior Wes Jekel holds the top
time in the 200 individual medley (1:54.36) and 100 backstroke
(51.23).
Senior Lain Weaver is No. 1 in

the 100 butterfly (50.58) and has
the third fastest time in the 50 free
(21.54) and 100 free (47.1).
Junior Henry Miller is No. 2 in
the 100 breaststroke (59.0).

Edgewood girls basketball

Edgewood wins four of last five last month
ANTHONY IOZZO

in the Badger South Conference with
wins over Milton and Monona Grove.
The Crusaders (9-3 overall, 5-2
Madison Edgewood girls basket- conference) fell to first-place Monball moved into a tie for second place roe (13-1, 7-0) but also defeated

Assistant sports editor

non-conference Wauwatosa West and
Hartford.
Senior guard Caitlin Link leads
Edgewood with 220 points, and freshman forward Ella Foti has 178 points.

Farley: Most of coaching staff is West graduates
Continued from page 11
team, which continues to see former
players, like Farley, return to coach.
When players and coaches on the
Regent hockey team are asked what
holds them together, the answer always
involves how the team is like a family.
For Farley, that cultural invention
is nothing new – he joined his alma
mater’s staff after college under Lee
Skille, learning from him over the next
five years.
But to some degree, it’s also the
product of necessity. Between 2008
and 2010, there were talks about how
the Regents and the Madison Memorial Spartans would likely need to combine in order to stay competitive, just
as Madison East and Madison La Follette did to become the Eastside Lakers.
But Farley toughed out the hard
times, and after reaching the state
tournament in 2007, he was told the
youth program that fed into the school
had some up-and-coming talent he’d
just have to wait a few years for. And
now has a stable flow of talent and an
expanding program.
Always a Regent
Farley was in eighth grade when he
saw Madison West win the state championship.
“(I) knew then I wanted to play
hockey,” he said.
He had actually first gotten interested when he was in elementary school,

after attending a Badger men’s hockey
game.
“My mom got me a job as a stick
boy for the Badger hockey team when
I was a kid,” he said. “I got to work
with (legendary Badgers coach) Bob
Johnson during his last year filling up
the team’s water bottles and picking up
pucks after the practice.”
Growing up on Madison’s West
Side, he played for Westmorland
before joining Madison West as a goalie.
He worked for Skille for two years
as a goalie coach and then stepped
away from the game until more than a
decade later.
When he returned, as an assistant
at West in 2003, he had learned how
to manage his time and make time to
coach the team around work.

Playing keepaway
It will be much easier for Farley to
manage his time now that he’s reduced
his role to coaching goalies.
It used to be much more complicated, even during the offseason.
“I would be on beaches with my
girlfriend checking email, setting up
games during the offseason,” he said.
“You have to really love it.”
Now that he’s no longer the head
coach or top assistant, he won’t get the
annual stipend, but he said that doesn’t
matter to him.
“At the end of the year, when you
add up all the time and costs it’s a
wash,” he said.
He noted that strength and

conditioning coach Jared Markiewicz
donates his time and gym for the program “to help our team.”
He and Libert can lean on the experience of Markiewiecz and a pair of
West grads, offensive assistant Rich
Smith (1986) and offensive assistant
Jacob Esch (2007) for support in sustaining the program.

Promising future
With an abundance of seniors on the
21-player team, the Regents are poised
to make a state run this season and
have optimism for next year, as well.
At 9-4-2 heading into Friday’s
game, they’re third in the Big Eight
and seem to have everything going
right this year. They won the Culver’s
Cup for the first time in six years and
took out archrival Madison Memorial
last month.
They’re scoring goals on defense,
picking up short-handed goals, killing
power plays and so far, they’re even
eking out victories in sloppy games.
“We haven’t played a lot of our best
games yet,” Libert told the Star.
Though the graduations will hurt,
coaches can take comfort in knowing
the program is still growing. There’s a
large, talented freshman class coming
in next year, with five or six players
expected to help offset the loss of nine
seniors this year.
And of course, the coaches are back,
too.
“We have coaches now that are
able to stay for the long haul,” Farley
said.

Edgewood: Hockey ties No. 6 Green Bay Notre Dame
Continued from page 11
Hottmann also had assists.
Edgewood senior goalie Ben Cegelski had 16 saves, and Stoughton
junior goalie Carson Roisum finished
with 41.

Edgewood 5, Oregon 4
Stracka scored in overtime to give
the Crusaders a 5-4 win over Oregon
on Dec. 21.
Schmaltz and Lenz assisted on the
game-winner.
Hottmann scored to make it 4-3 in
the third period with assists by Lenz
and Friednow, but Oregon junior Zak
Roskos tied the game two minutes
later.
Kluesner and Hottmann both
scored in the first period. Senior
defender Nathan Rehm and Smith
each had assists on Kluesner’s goal,
and Stracka and Schmaltz had assists
on Hottmann’s goal.
Schmaltz scored the lone Edgewood goal in the second period with
assists to Stracka and Hottmann.
Cegelski finished with 36 saves,
and Oregon junior goalie Jacob Ayers
had 39.

Badger South
Team
Edgewood
Oregon
Stoughton
McFarland
Monona Grove
Monroe
Milton

W-L-T
6-0-0
6-1-0
4-3-0
3-3-1
2-4-1
1-5-0
0-6-0

Pts
12
12
8
7
5
2
0

added an assist, and Stracka finished
with a goal and two assists. Schmaltz
had three assists, and Royer also collected an assist.
Senior goalie Shane Ryan finished
with 22 saves, and Middleton goalie
Cole Garver had 23.

West 3, Edgewood 2

Friednow and Kluesner tied Madison West with goals in the second
period, but Regent junior Drake
Baldwin scored the game-winner in
the third period as Edgewood fell 3-2
on Jan. 5.
Senior defender Mark Luebke,
Smith and Friednow each had assists.
Cegelski finished with 11 saves,
Edgewood 4, Middleton 3
and senior goalie Adam Buencamino
The Crusaders opened the New had 29 saves.
Year with a 4-3 win over Middleton
West 3, Notre Dame 3
on Jan. 3.
Hottmann had a hat trick and
Madison West showed off its

What’s next
Jan. 12: at University School at
7 p.m.
Jan. 16: vs. McFarland at 7 p.m.
Jan. 18: at Stoughton at 7 p.m.
Jan. 30: vs. Milton at 8 p.m.
Feb. 1: at Oregon at 7 p.m.
Feb. 5: vs. Monroe at 7 p.m.
potential with a 3-3 tie against No. 6
Green Bay Notre Dame on Jan. 6.
Schmaltz scored twice, and Friednow added a goal and an assist.
Junior defender Zach Madson, Smith
and Hottmann added assists.
Cegelski finished with 25 saves.
Sophomore goalie Bo Buckley had
29 saves.

Edgewood 7, Monroe 1
The Crusaders knocked off Monroe 7-1 on Jan. 9.
Schmaltz scored twice and had an
assist. Hottmann scored twice and
had two assists. Kluesner and Royer each had a goal and an assist, and
Stracka had a goal and three assists.
Lenz finished with three assists,
and Smith and Madson each had one
assist.
Ryan had seven saves, and Cegelski had three. Monroe sophomore
goalie Heath Bear had 46.
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Junior forward Michael Meriggioli defends Verona senior Bui
Clements in the paint on Dec. 22. Meriggioli had 16 points in
a 63-57 loss.

Edgewood boys basketball

Crusaders go 2-5 last month
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

Madison Edgewood boys
basketball won 65-47 at
Oconomowoc and 62-44
against Milton, but those
were the only wins last
month.

The Crusaders (5-7 overall, 3-3 Badger South) lost
to Monona Grove, Verona,
West Allis Central, Monroe
and Lake Mills.
Senior Mandela Deang
leads Edgewood with 143
points, and junior Michael
Meriggioli has 124 points.

West Hockey: Regents beat
Edgewood, Sun Prairie
Continued from page 11
assists.
Buencamino finished with
36 saves, and senior goalie
Garhett Kaegi had 15.

West 2, Memorial 1
The Regents edged rival
Madison Memorial 2-1 on
Dec. 21.
Pulkrabek, who scored
twice, collected the
game-winning goal in the
second period. Baldwin had
two assists, and Devin Huie
had one assist.
Buencamino finished with
25 saves, and Turner had 11
for the Spartans.

West 3, Edgewood 2
West traveled to LaBahn
Arena on Jan. 5 and won 3-2
over Madison Edgewood in
a game that will have seeding implications in the sectional.
Baldwin finished with
a hat trick, including the
game-winner seven minutes
into the third period. Sophomore defender Joe Clark and
Pulkrabek had assists.
Buencamino finished with
29 saves, and Edgewood
senior goalie Ben Cegelski
had 11.

What’s next
Jan. 12: vs. Waunakee at
8 p.m.
Jan. 13: vs. Lakers at
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 19: at Oregon at
8 p.m.
Jan. 20: vs. Madison
Memorial at 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 23: at Beloit Memorial at 7 p.m.
Jan. 26: at Verona at
7 p.m.
Feb. 1: at Lakers at
7 p.m.
Feb. 3: vs. Middleton at
3 p.m.
Feb. 6: at KMMO at
7 p.m.

implications Jan. 6, taking
down Big Eight rival Sun
Prairie 5-2.
West scored three unanswered goals with the game
knotted at 2-2 late in the
second period.
Loving had a hat trick
and an assist, and Jiang
and Pulkrabek added goals.
Baldwin had five assists,
and Held and Garvey each
added one assist.
Buencamino had 19 saves.
West 5, Sun Prairie 2
Sun Prairie junior goalie
The Regents won anoth- Owen Leatherberry had 17.
er game with sectional
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Boys basketball

Icebergs nearly upset Onalaska
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

The Icebergs girls hockey co-op
continued to play its best hockey of
the season last week despite three
tough losses to Brookfield, Onalaska and Viroqua. The team stands at
5-11-0 overall and 2-4-0 in the Badger Conference.

Viroqua 2, Icebergs 1
The Icebergs rallied to tie the
game early in second period only to
see the host the Blackhawks storm
back seconds later to pullout a 2-1
victory on Jan. 9 inside the Viroqua
Community Arena.
It was the second win for Blackhawks over the Icebergs, which
bested the Stoughton based co-op
4-0 back on Nov. 27.
Emma Kolden scored with twoand-a-half minutes remaining in the
first period to give Viroqua a 1-0
lead which the Blackhawks held
until Brynn Weaver tied the game
just over six minutes into the third
period.
Ko l d e n a n d t h e B l a c k h aw k s
Photo by Jeremy Jones
answered seconds later, however,
Forward
Samantha
Eyers
(11)
brings
the
puck
through
the
neutral
zone against
and Ivy Shonka stopped 23 shots on
goal to preserve the win. Stough- Onalaska on Jan. 6. The Icebergs lost the game 2-0.
ton’s McKenzie Nisius stopped 18
shots on goal in the loss, including
Emily Brueggeman broke a scoreKristin Woodcock turned away all
seven in the third period.
less tie with a power-play goal
28 shots she faced.
Brookfield 2, Icebergs 0
midway through the second periOnalaska 2, Stoughton 1
od and Jaidyn Groshek added the
The Icebergs did their best to lock
Hannah Weber scored an even- game-winner five minutes later.
down the state’s leading scorer on
Weber scored with 1:45 remaining
Jan. 5 but fell 2-0 to nonconference strength goal with just under two
minutes remaining in regulation in the third period but the Icebergs
Brookfield Glacier co-op.
Sophomore Hadley Malcolmson Jan. 6 as the Icebergs fell short 2-1 were unable to find the equalizer.
Nisius stopped 29 of 31 shots on
ran her season total to 36 goals, against Onalaska.
A scoreless game through the first goal as the Icebergs were outshot in
scoring once in the first period and
again in the third period for Brook- period inside the Mandt Community every period. Claire Bekkum made
Arena, the sectional-rival Hilltop- nine of her 18 saves in the third perifield (6-9-0)
Nisius stopped 38 of 40 shots on pers took control with two goals in od to preserve the win for Onalaska
(6-7-1).
goal in the loss, while Brookfield’s the second period.

Boys swimming

Charles wins 100 fly at College Events invite
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Senior Ian Charles won the lone event
for the Panthers, taking the 100-yard
butterfly in 56.14 seconds Jan. 6 at the
Stoughton College Events Invite.
The Panthers were last out of the seven teams competing with 249 points.
Sun Prairie dominated the meet with
669 points, while Janesville Parker
edged Baraboo for second by place two
points 419-417.
Charles was back in the pool 12 minutes later, swimming to a runner-up finish in the 1,000 yard freestyle behind
DeForest Ben Ramminger (10:17.43) in
10:48.09.
Charles was also part of the 400 free
relay team of Henry Wiedemann, Sam
Rohloff and Collin Braatz which finished fifth in 3:47.34.
Charles hopes to reach state in both of
his individual swims (the 500 free and
100 butterfly) this season and said the
team also has plans of getting a relay
through to state.
“I’m seeing my team grow, and I like
growing with my team,” he said. “If sadly I don’t make it to state, I know I had
an amazing season.”
Braatz posted a pair of top-five finishes with personal bests in the 50 and 100
freestyles. He was touched out only by
Sun Prairie’s Case Geidl (23.17), taking
second place with a season-best 24.07.
Braaztz added a fifth-place finish in the
100 free with a team time of 54.11.
Nathan Sorensen dropped eight seconds in his best 500 free time from last
year (6:40.07) and also posted a best
time of 2:27.57 in the 200 free.
Oregon also turned in season-best
times from Noah Karpelenia in the 100
back (1:18.09) and 100 free (1:05.14),
Forest Garty in the 100 back (1:25.88),
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Ian Charles won the 100-yard butterfly in 56.14 seconds. He also finished second in the 1,000-yard in 10:48.09.
Blake Anderson for his 100 back leg of
the 400 medley relay (1:10.67), Adam
Hanke in the 100 breast (1:24.98),
Spencer Huppert in the 50 free (41.42),
Sam Rohloff for his 100 free relay split
(58.04) and Henry Wiedemann, who got
DQed in the 500 free (6:01) because he
had a watch on.
“I think today was a chance for the
boys to realize, more or less, what they
need to start doing in practice,” coach
Rachel Walsh said. “We’re getting killed
on our turns. It’s something we’ll have
to focus more on in practice.”

Oregon 87, Fort Atkinson 83
The return of junior Josh Lohmeier to the pool Jan. 9 was a huge factor
for the Panthers, earning their first Badger South dual meet win in two years,
87-83, at Fort Atkinson.
Lohmeier, who won 200 free and
was also part of a first-place medley
relay, made his return to the pool for
the first time since his freshman year.
The junior opened the meet on the 200

medley relay where he, Sam Rohloff,
Charles and Braatz posted a time of
1:49.14. He followed that up one event
later, clocking a 1:57.07 to claim the
200 by more than three seconds. He
also had second-place swims in the 100
free (51.16) and as part of the 200 free
relay (1:37.49) with Charles, Braatz and
Rohloff again.
“Getting Josh back tonight was a
huge part in us winning tonight,” Walsh
said. “He had a great first meet back.”
Individually, Charles dominated the
100 fly and 500 free. The senior finished
almost four seconds ahead of second
place in the 100 fly with a time of 56.0.
He then won the 500 free by nearly a
second, posting a meet-best 5:13.32.
Sam Rohloff added the 100 breaststroke
title in 1:12.77.
Still, the meet came down to the last
relay. It was dependent on the 400 Free
B relay finishing 3rd.
“We were all nervous as Noah swam
the last leg and managed hold the lead to
beat out Fort,” Walsh said.
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Junior Ethan Victorson floats up for shot in the first half Jan.
9 against Badger South Conference rival Stoughton. He finished with eight points in a 37-30 loss.

Panthers fall to rival Vikings
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

Oregon boys basketball
couldn’t make enough gritty plays Jan. 9 in a 37-30
loss to rival Stoughton.
The host Panthers were
outrebounded 43-30
and allowed the Vikings
t o s e c u r e 1 7 o ff e n s ive
rebounds.
Although Stoughton
didn’t capitalize on all of
its second opportunities,
it limited Oregon’s time of
possession.
“I thought we played
soft,” coach Jon Nedelcoff
said. “We played better in
the previous two games.
We m i s s e d l a y u p s a n d
missed free throws. Defensively, we did some decent
things and kept them off
the boards enough, but you
can’t play soft.”
Sophomore forward
Adam Hobson drained a
3-pointer to make it 34-22
Stoughton with just under
six minutes to play.
But senior forward
De’Andre Burrell drive
into the lane for a bank
shot, and he later found
junior guard Ethan Victorson for another basket
inside to cut the Vikings’
lead to 34-26.
Senior guard Brady
Schipper missed the front
end of a 1-and-1 two times
t o ke e p O r eg o n i n t h e
game, and Burrell scored
on an offensive rebound to
cut Stoughton’s lead to six,
34-28, with a minute to go.
Junior guard Nolan Look
missed a 3-point attempt
and a jump shot after Burrell got his fourth offensive rebound.
Look did score as time
expired, but it was too late.
“When you go up for a
layup and you are worried
about being bumped, all
you have to do is get your
chin to the rim or come to
a jump stop,” Nedelcoff
said. “We had guys in the

paint, and all of a sudden
we had guys fire the ball
for a five-foot pass.
“That is something we
practice every night, and
until they learn how to
apply at a very consistent
rate, we are always going
to struggle to score.”
Ethan Victorson scored
down low after a pass from
his freshman brother Erik,
cutting the Vikings’ lead
to 18-17 at the start of the
second half.
But senior forward Tommy McClain kicked out
a pass to Schipper, who
drained a 3-pointer, and
Schipper later found Fernholz for another 3-pointer
to make it 24-17 Stoughton
with 15 minutes to go.
Schipper later scored
after an offensive rebound
t o p u t t h e Vi k i n g s u p
26-18.
“It is disappointing but
not frustrating,” Nedelcoff
said. “The best thing to do
is to get out on the court
tomorrow and see if these
young guys can actually
buy in and understand that
is not a lot of fancy things,
it is just two or three small
things to do hard and do
well.”
Burrell and Ethan Victorson both finished with
eight points to lead the
Panthers. Burrell had eight
rebounds.
Junior forward Carter
Erickson finished with five
points and 10 rebounds.

Monona Grove 74,
Oregon 66
Ethan Victorson scored
33 points on Jan. 4 but
Monona Grove had two
scorers with over 20 points
as the Panthers fell 74-66.
Caden Nelson had 22,
and Jake Schroeckenthaler finished with 21 for the
Silver Eagles.
Senior De’Andre Burrell
and Nolan Look chipped
in eight and seven points,
respectively.

Stories of 2017
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1. Nonprofit funding issue
boils over
Another year, another tumultuous budget process for Fitchburg.
This time, it was a public feud
between Mayor Jason Gonzalez
and Boys and Girls Club of Dane
County CEO Michael Johnson
that turned ugly. Hundreds rallied
behind Johnson’s cause, and in an
ugly November scene, Gonzalez
fanned the flames by ejecting a
speaker as police were called.
That same night, the Council
ultimately approved a new funding
mechanism for nonprofits, which
does not earmark any money for
specific organizations in the budget.
But that outcome was overshadowed in many ways by a process
that included threats of a recall
election, a public apology from
the mayor and a continued battle
between the two most public faces
of the issue and ended up with the
BGC collecting $200,000 in private
donations.
It all began when Gonzalez’s
budget proposal, released in September, removed funding that had
been provided to BGC and the Badger Prairie Needs Network in recent
years. That apparently reneged on a
campaign promise Gonzalez had
made earlier in the year to Johnson.
Johnson quickly drew attention
through a series of Facebook posts,
and at the same time he began a
successful push for private donations to make up for the expected
gap.
Throughout the saga, he maintained that the city needed to provide better support for its low-income populations. He organized
– for the second year in a row – a
large turnout at an October budget
public hearing in which dozens
asked the council to reconsider the
mayor’s proposal and add the money back in.
The issue reached its crescendo
a month later at a second public
hearing. On Nov. 14, as Johnson
and One City Early Learning Centers CEO Kaleem Caire sat at the
table to give their public testimony,
Gonzalez ruled Caire “out of order”
for part of his speech, eventually
walking out of the room along with
the city administrator and a pair of
alders and summoning police.
After they returned to hear further
testimony from others, Gonzalez
ruled another speaker out of order
later in the meeting. This time, he
and everyone else remained in the
room and let the man continue.
Days later, Caire and Gonzalez organized a press conference
to put the meeting conflict behind
them, but some unexpected speakers stepped to the mic and said they
still planned to recall Gonzalez and
did not accept his apology. Johnson, who had said he would not
come to the press conference on
Facebook, showed up, anyway, and
told Gonzalez he needed to hear an
apology to the kids at the BGC.
When the budget was final, it
included $50,000 in general money
for nonprofits, with any individual
organization limited to a $10,000.
That money will be distributed by
the Community Economic Development Authority after groups
apply.

2. Gonzalez defeats Arnold
for mayor
Steve Arnold’s 12-year run as a
Fitchburg elected official came to
an end in April with a resounding
defeat in the mayoral election by
Jason Gonzalez.
The nearly 1,000-vote victory
was not a surprise after Arnold
spent two years struggling to
enact any initiatives with constant minority support. On many
issues, six of the city’s eight
alders voted against him, and he
used several mayoral vetoes, with
neither side finding a way (or perhaps the will) to work effectively
together.
Gonzalez became the fourth
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budget. Further funding will
depend on the data they will gather until current funding is used
up.
In October 2017, alders chose
Richwood Transport, LLC, an
11-month-old startup based in
Middleton, over Lyft because of
its ability to take cash payments
and use a central dispatch.

6. Emerald ash borer
confirmed in city

Photo by Samantha Christian

Response times for the department are expected to improve because of the bi-fold doors on the front of the
new station on Marketplace Drive, which open more quickly than vertical doors and allow drivers to more clearly see when the door is open. It’s among the many modern features in the $6.6 million station, which opened
earlier this year, that replaced the King James Way location.
person elected mayor since 2009
election. Jay Allen
and Arnold each
lasted a single term,
and Shawn Pfaff
served in between
them for two terms.
The new mayor had criticized
Arnold regularly Gonzalez
during his previous
two years on council, at one point
comparing the
openly far-left politician pejoratively
to Republican Gov.
Scott Walker and
then-presidential
Arnold
candidate Donald
Trump at the 2016 budget hearing.
The election of the more moderate Gonzalez heralded a return
to more agreement at City Hall,
like when the majority of alders
usually agreed with Pfaff during
his two terms.
The spring election also
brought in four new alders – half
of the Council – from the previous term, mostly as a result of
incumbents choosing not to run
for re-election.

3. First of 2 new fire
stations opens
The city opened a new fire station this year after more than a
year of construction and eight
years after a study determined
it would need two new sites to
ensure timely service in the future.
The $6.6 million station, on
Marketplace Drive, replaced the
King James Way station that had
been used for 24 years. It includes
energy-saving features such as a
geothermal heating and cooling
system and the ability to install
solar panels on the roof. It also
includes features like gender-neutral bathrooms and locker rooms,
plus bunk rooms with more privacy than in the old station.
It was the first step in an important shift for the department, as
construction is also underway on
a new eastside station to replace
the Lacy Road location, though the
city will maintain that for administrative offices.
The new locations will allow
both the fire department and FitchRona EMS to reach more of the
city more quickly, fire chief Joe
Pulvermacher said during a tour in
July.
“Ultimately, it serves a greater
population,” he said. “The intent is
to geographically place stations so
that it serves a majority of the population better. More good for more
people.”
The locations will also help with
response times when Fitchburg
officially takes over a southern
chunk of the Town of Madison,

sometime between now and 2022.
That agreement has been in place
since 2003, and at one point last
year, both Fitchburg and the City
of Madison considered moving the
dissolution date to the end of the
year.
As for the old King James Way
station, the city sold it after receiving a pair of bids from developers.
Some neighborhood residents had
asked the city to retain the building, which before the fire department’s exit served as a makeshift
community center in one of the
poorer areas of the city, hosting an
after-school youth program.

city will help fund the road.
While the Verona Common
Council’s first meeting of the year
signaled a potential agreement
on that road, district officials
have remained concerned about
maintaining their timeline, which
would include site work early
next year.
The transitions expected to
result from vacating the old high
school – putting Badger Ridge
Middle School students into the
current high school and moving
Sugar Creek and New Century
out of their old buildings and into
the K-wing – have led to early
considerations on redistricting.
4. Voters pass VASD
Though the board has not yet disreferendum
cussed priorities for the redistrictThe biggest successful capital ing process, board members are
referendum in Wisconsin history already expecting a contentious
was an obvious choice to be on community conversation.
this list, even if it only affects a 5. Ride Share starts up
portion of Fitchburg.
The city launched a Ride Share
From January, when the board
officially approved the ballot program in December, which tarquestions, all the way through to gets a growing segment of FitchDecember, when the design was burg residents who can’t drive or
unveiled to the public, the refer- have no access to a car.
Rather than invest a previously
endum and resulting work continproposed
$168,000 per year for
ued to dominate our schools covthree years to test out an easterage all year.
The successful Verona Area west bus line through Madison’s
School District high school refer- Metro Transit, the city decided to
endum – which passed with more explore public transit on a smaller
than two-thirds of voters in sup- scale to test the demand.
The $53,000 ride-share proport of the main question – was
gram
provides rides on-call 24
the culmination of years of work
and will change one of the cen- hours a day to access public faciltral pillars in any community for ities, grocery stores and anything
decades to come as the district else near a bus stop for a cost simplans for the expected growth in ilar to a bus ($2, $1 for seniors,
youth and disabled). For an extra
the years ahead.
If anyone questioned the impor- fee, riders can get door-to-door
tance of schools in the commu- service.
Routes include designated stops
nity, April pretty much put that
at
current Metro Transit bus stops,
doubt to bed, with more than 60
percent of voters in support of mostly along McKee and Fish
three separate referendum ques- Hatchery roads, Cheryl Parkway
tions and more than 72 percent in and the King James and Allied
areas. The service also adds stops
favor of the main question.
But for all the drum-beating to at McGaw and McKee Farms
get out the vote ahead of time, parks, the senior center and the
the work might have gotten even Metro Transit South Transit Point.
Ald. Tony Hartmann (Dist. 4)
more intense after the election,
said
the city is still figuring out
with the goal of opening the
school and renovating other build- how the program will work. If
ings by September 2020 requiring the pilot is popular, the city could
either keep the current model or
a fast-paced series of deadlines.
By the end of the year, the dis- plan for a bus route.
“We don’t know for sure,” Harttrict’s architect for the project
mann
said. “We’re guessing peohad revealed the design at a pubple
that
don’t have a car might
lic meeting, the school board had
added a second pool to the plans be in one of those priority neighand the district had officially sub- borhoods where we need more
mitted some of its plans to the human services.”
The program was initiated after
City of Verona for approval.
Getting to that point involved a 2015 transit survey indicated
extensive back-and-forth with Fitchburg was in need of a hybrid
the city about financing and road transportation system – taxi and
access. Those discussions includ- fixed route.
After voting down a proposed the elimination of the origial
for an east-west bus route that
nally planned connection to Paoli
would
have required a threeStreet – over safety concerns – and
a joint meeting between alders and year contract in October 2016,
school board members that offered alders included money for the
no answers as to how much the Ride Share program in the 2017

Fitchburg officials have been
preparing for the emerald ash borer since around 2010, and they got
their first confirmed case in the city
in 2017.
The ash tree-killing beetle, native
to Asia, was first located in Dane
County in 2013 and has wreaked
havoc on the urban forestry of
many area municipalities. While
responses have varied, Fitchburg
was already working on the problem.
The confirmation brought a
“slight increase” in communication from city residents about EAB,
city forester Anna Healy said in an
email, but it was not “overwhelming.”
“While EAB was confirmed in
Fitchburg in 2017, it has probably been present in the municipality for several years,” Healy
wrote. “This is partly due to the
difficulty in detecting EAB and to
the fact that comprehensive survey efforts in this part of the state
ended in 2013.”
Healy added that the city is in the
process of updating its EAB readiness and response plan.
The city has been treating many
of the 691 ash trees on city property every other year with TREE-age.
Those that were deemed not in condition to save have been on a schedule to be removed and replaced
with another species.
Private homeowners with concerns about EAB can consult a
private arborist to find a solution,
including the decision to save and
treat their trees or remove them.

7. Police, EMS chiefs retire
Fitchburg’s first responder services lost a lot of experience at
the top in 2017.
Police department chief Thomas Blatter and Fitch-Rona EMS
chief Brian Myrland both retired,
with a combined 30
years in their roles.
Blatter had served
a total of 40 years
in the department.
Fitch-Rona
found a successor
to Myrland before
he even left, with Blatter
deputy chief Patrick Anderson
taking the promotion to chief.
That allowed the
department to reorganize as Myrland
had recommended, with one full- Myrland
time chief and one
full-time deputy chief. Myrland,
who runs a family sporting-goods
business, had been working part
time since he started.
The police chief search began
in August. After a few delays in
the process and a community survey, the two finalists for the job
were introduced to the public at a
December gathering.
The city’s Police and Fire Commission initially had three finalists, but one dropped out before
that meeting. That left FPD Lt.
Chad Brecklin, who began with
the department in 1999, and Eric
Atkinson, the chief in Menomonie since 2012, as the remaining
candidates.

8. King James Way gets park
K i n g J a m e s Wa y g o t a
long-awaited park this year.
A former empty lot next to

Turn to SOY/Page 16
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Send it in!

SOY: Construction on parks, Verona Road throughout 2017

If you have a photo of an event or just a slice of life you
think the community might be interested in, send it to us
and we’ll use it if we can. You can submit it on our website
at ConnectFitchburg.com, email to communityreporter@
wcinet.com or drop off electronic media at our office at 133
Enterprise Drive, Verona. Questions? Call 845-9559.

Continued from page 15

that northwest-side road
got playground equipment
installed this year after two
separate groundbreakings
on the same day in June,
bringing much excitement
to a neighborhood that had
no park land previFull Time NOC & PM almost
ously.
The 0.25-acre park is a
Resident Assistants
former duplex lot the city
in 2013 and then
$2/HR NOC Differential! purchased
planted grass for, and previous city plans were to hold
Other shifts also available. We offer a fun
out until it could purchase
an adjoining lot. But many
working atmosphere, competitive wages,
neighbors expressed condiffe
excellent shift differentials
and more!
cerns in the past 15 months
about kids playing on the
Sto
op by 519 Commerce Drive street and asked for the city
to at least put in a playin Madison or apply at
ground right away.
File photo by Scott Girard
A basketball half-court
alllsaintsneighborhood.org.
Construction
on
Verona
Road
in
2017
included
the
road
to
the
future
Williamsburg
Way-Vewas added later in the year.
rona Road interchange, above left, and the East Frontage Road, above right.
A neighborhood group
Call 608-243-8800 fo
or more information!
that had advocated the ear- South Fish Hatchery Road residents and commuters
ly conversion to a park held in March. A groundbreak- had to deal with construca separate groundbreaking ing took place a month tion on Verona Road.
ceremony from the city’s. later, with a full opening
Though the second time
around was a bit less disThe official groundbreak- expected next spring.
T h a t a p p r o v a l a l s o ruptive than it was in 2016,
ing, led by Mayor Jason
Gonzalez, went first; activ- included an agreement in when Nesbitt Road and
ist and former alder can- principle between the city Anton Drive were closed
didate Wanda Smith and and FDPA, providing about for months, there was still
former Mayor Steve Arnold 69 hours of annual work plenty to notice and some
from city staff to main- new closures as the project
held another an hour later.
Built in Refrigeration Facility in Fitchburg
Smith said her ceremony, tain the park and $1,500 in moved to its second phase.
which included a block par- annual maintenance.
Both Chalet Gardens
While the approval was Road and Carriage Street
ty, was intended to connect
 Production Assemblers
to the city’s and was more unanimous, some criticized have been closed perma 1st shift (5 - 8’s) Monday-Friday • 2nd shift (4 - 10’s) Monday-Thursday
representative of the com- the process to get there, nently, affecting traffic patmunity. But the city offi- with Ald. Carol Poole (Dist. terns. Crews were regular Starting Wage $19.04/hr, $20.04/hr after 120 days
cially distanced itself from 1) saying information had ly working off to the side
Smith’s plans.
come in bits and pieces of the road, meanwhile, to
G o n z a l e z l a t e r t o l d rather than all at once.
construct ramps and future
EXCELLENT BENEFITS INCLUDE:
the Star he had another
Neighbors of the site had traffic staging areas.
 90% Employer Paid Premium for Medical Insurance
appointment at the time of expressed concerns about
Construction crews were
the unofficial event.
stormwater multiple times able to keep two lanes of
 Free Onsite Employee/Dependent UW Health Clinic
the process, but traffic open in each direc9. Dog park gets going throughout
 100% Employer Paid Premium for Dental Insurance
public works director Cory tion on both Verona and
It took more than a year, Horton told the Plan Com- McKee roads for most of
 Free Onsite Employee/Spouse Fitness Center
but the Fitchburg Dog Park mission in March the park the work, with the excep Free Life and Disability Insurance
Advocates got their wish in would actually reduce the tion of some nightly sinflow of water onto neigh- gle-lane closures.
2017.
 Pension (We Pay Into Your 401k)
The project is expected
The Common Council boring properties.
 Holiday and Vacation Pay
to continue until 2020, with
approved a location, from
the intersections of both
an initial list of 10, for the 10. Verona Road
APPLY ONLINE AT
city’s first off-leash, fenced- construction continues Williamsburg Way McKee
Road becoming nonstop by
in dog park at the northeast
www.subzero-wolf.com/careers
For the second year in a
adno=550902-01
corner of Irish Lane and row, Fitchburg businesses, then.
adno=554017-01

NOW HIRING!

WE ARE HIRING!

JOB FAIR
FOUR WINDS MANOR

Honorable mentions

path on one side.
The road was closed from
A long-anticipated – and early March until October.
controversial – road reconstruction took place this PD gets new K-9
year, as Lacy Road closed
The police department lost
to through traffic and then one service dog and welreopened this fall.
comed another this year.
The work included installDrago, the newest K-9
ing a multi-use path on one member of the department,
side of the street and a round- was introduced in May and
about at one intersection.
began his work with handler
The path had been the sub- John Parker that same month.
ject of much consternation The Belgian Malinois quickfrom some residents back in ly became a favorite at public
2015 and 2016, when it was events.
approved. The initial proThe department also lost
posal called for sidewalks on its first service dog, Chase,
both sides of the street.
who died March 5. Chase
Residents fought that and had retired from active duty
eventually reached a com- with the department in Janupromise with the city for the ary 2016.

Lacy closes, opens

Wednesday, January 24, 2018
11am – 2pm

Onsite Interviews & Applications. Bring Your Resume / Work History
Available Positions Include:

Refreshments Served
Tours Available
Register for Door Prize

Doug’s
Handyman

Service, Inc.
Honey Do List
• Gutter Cleaning
• Gutter Protectors
• Bathroom Remodeling

fourwindsmanor.com

adno=553144-01

303 S. Jefferson St., Verona, WI
(608) 845-6465

Panhandling
ordinance passes

608.845.8110

161 Horizon Drive Suite 105A,
Verona

dougshandymanserviceinc.com

Since 1999

adno=553177-01

CNAs
CNAs/RAs
RNs
LPNs
Admissions Nurse/Infection Preventionist
Food & Nutritional Aides/Cooks

Fitchburg took a page out
of the City of Madison’s book
this year with an ordinance
aimed at banning panhandling.
The “Traffic and Pedestrian
Safety Ordinance,” approved
June 27, restricts activities on
the city’s 35 busiest streets,
including panhandling.
Mayor Jason Gonzalez
joked that the ordinance was
“literally … plagiarized”
from a similar one passed in
Madison.

Stories to watch 2018

The City of Fitchburg will
have a new leader in one of
its most visible departments
in 2018.
Hiring a new police chief
to replace the retired Thomas Blatter will likely set the
stage for policing policies
for years to come, at a time
when policing tactics are
being watched with much
more critical eyes around
the country. It’s also a time
of changing practices, with
body cameras providing a
different sort of oversight.
There are two candidates
remaining for the position,
one internal and one external.
Fitchburg Lt. Chad Brecklin and Oshkosh Cpt. Kelly
Kent were introduced to the
public in December, and the
city’s Police and Fire Commission is expected to make
a decision early this year and
have a new chief in place by
February.
Eric Atkinson, police chief
in Menomonie, was also
initially a finalist, but he
dropped out of the running
before the public meet-andgreet.
Mayor Jason Gonzalez
told the Star last year the job
was likely the most likely the
most important in the city.
“I would say that the
police chief is a way more
important position than the
mayor or anyone on the
council, especially in this day
and age,” Gonzalez said. “It’s
probably one of the most difficult and complex things to
do in 2017.”
Before selecting finalists,
the PFC sent out surveys
to find out what residents,
business owners and city
staff wanted in a new chief.
The answers, especially to
narrative questions, showed,
among other things, a mix of
internal dissatisfaction with
how the department had been
run and a desire for continuity of community policing.

2. Potential mayoral
recall
Fitchburg has no local
elections scheduled for 2018,
but there’s still the outside
possibility of voting on its
highest elected office.
C o m m u n i t y a c t iv i s t s

travel on the newly completed interchange ramps.
Crews will also bring back
nightly single lane closures
Monday through Friday from
8 p.m. to 5 a.m., plus occasionally on weekends, Theisen said.
Noise barriers will be construction between Williamsburg Way and Raymond
Road, and the Raymond
Road-Verona Road intersection will also be built, complete with two left turn lanes
from northbound Verona
Road and three left turn lanes
from Raymond Road.
File photo by Scott Girard
Weekly updates on the
A group announced in October its intention to recall Fitchproject are available throughburg Mayor Jason Gonzalez, and Caliph Muab-el, center, told out the year by subscribing
the Star this month they are still waiting to “see how these
at the project website, verthings pan out” with nonprofit funding before making a deci- onaroadproject.wi.gov, or
sion on whether or not to proceed.
follow along on Facebook
announced last October they around a little bit. I don’t at facebook.com/WIveronwere planning a recall of trust anything until I see it aroadproject.
Mayor Jason Gonzalez if he fully manifest.”
4. VASD referendum
did not provide funding for
If a recall were to move
community nonprofits that forward, petitions could work continues
help the “underserved” pop- begin being circulated 60
While the new high school
ulations in the city.
days before Gonzalez’s one isn’t expected to open for
Gonzalez’s initial budget year in office mark, which 30 months, a lot of the work
proposal drew outrage from would be in February.
going on right now is facing
the group, as it cut funding
tight deadlines.
the city had previously pro- 3. Verona Road work
There’s still some quesvided on a yearly basis to the
Get ready for another shift. tion as to what features that
Boys and Girls Club of Dane
Construction on the seem- school will have, how people
County. A compromise pro- ingly endless Verona Road will access the site and what
vision in the budget provided project will continue this attendance boundaries for the
an opportunity organizations year and will feature a major middle schools and elemento apply for up to $10,000, lane shift, but no daytime taries will be.
but that remains far from the shutdowns and no new interThe school district and
$50,000 BGC got in 2017.
changes yet.
City of Verona haven’t yet
Caliph Muab-el, who was
In late spring, construc- agreed on the location and
part of the press conference tion crews will begin recon- cost-sharing of a new access
in October to announce the struction and expansion of road to prevent traffic conrecall, told the Star on Jan. the west side of Verona Road gestion, though there’s some
9 they were “waiting to see between Raymond Road and hope after alders provided
how things pan out” before County Hwy. PD, including staff with instructions earmaking a decision.
future interchange ramps at lier this week to work out a
A recall petition, which the intersections with PD and compromise. Whatever deal
would require more than Williamsburg Way, project is reached – probably around
2,000 signatures from Fitch- communications manager $5 million to help build a
burg voters, cannot be filed Steve Theisen wrote in an connector to South Nine
until after Gonzalez has email. That means traffic will Mound Road in exchange
been in office for one year in have to go somewhere else – for the Sugar Creek EleApril.
on the other side of the road. mentary School land – could
Muab-el said if the city
Southbound traffic will affect whether the district can
follows through on its new travel on the current north- afford to build a second pool
plan to provide funding to bound lanes, while north- at the new site.
nonprofits and that funding bound traffic is expected to
The district also needs City
is disbursed, they would not
recall the mayor, as he wants
“to make sure I’m a man of
my word.”
We have a lot of support
for the recall, but we’re waiting to see how these things Full/Part Time Positions Available
pan out,” he said. “I’m defi- Drive
Locally andWages
Support your Community
•Excellent
nitely pleased to see that Badger
BusTraining
Offers:
•Paid
Fitchburg is looking to come • $150
Sign-On
Bonus for Van Drivers
•CDL
Program

VERONA DRIVERS WANTED

• $500
Sign-On Bonus
for (If
Qualiﬁed
School Bus Drivers
•Signing
Bonus
Applicable)
• Paid
Training and Available
Bonus to get in
your CDL
•Positions
Madison
and
Verona
• Full and
Part-Time
Positions
Available

Professional Tax Preparation

Call: 608-255-1551

Call now to schedule an appointment with an experienced tax professional.

Apply Locally at: 219 Paoli St., Verona, WI
E-mail: Jobs@BadgerBus.com
Call: 608-845-2255 or Go Online: BadgerBus.com

Apply in Person: 5501 Femrite Drive Madison, WI

Baker & Launder, S.C.
Dennis Baker, EA, CFP ®
David Launder, EA, CFP ®
Heidi Schultz, CPA

CNAs & RNs & LPNs
We are looking for you!

adno=554947-01

of Verona approval on initial
plans to keep rolling and will
need to plan the trickle-down
effect on its other schools for
when the high school moves
in 2020.
The district also needs to
get some early approvals
from Verona within the next
couple of months to keep its
construction plans on schedule, with superintendent
Dean Gorrell concerned that
any delays could put stress
on an already tight timeline
for the work.
“A week of schedule loss
is going to make a big deal,”
he said at the Dec. 18 school
board meeting. “(And site
work is) so weather-dependent in the first place.”
While all of that is happening in the background,
the community conversation on resetting attendance
boundaries is also expected
to begin this year. Gorrell
has warned board members
the conversation will likely
be controversial, so he’s suggested they get started on it
early.
No public meetings have
been scheduled on the topics,
but the board is expected to
begin considering its priorities for the process – including neighborhood schools
and demographic makeups,
for example – early this year.

5. Second fire station
Work will continue this
year on building the second
of two new fire stations in the
City of Fitchburg.
The first opened in 2017
on Marketplace Drive to
serve the western side of the
city.
The second station, which
will be located at the corner
of Syene and Clayton roads,
will serve the eastern side,
replacing the current Lacy
Road station.
That building will remain
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under city ownership and be
used for administrative offices, a decision that allows the
city to save money on each
of the two new stations.
The station might not
open by the end of the year,
but chief Joe Pulvermacher
said Jan. 9 the department
was preparing for a spring
groundbreaking.
He said when the west station opened last year, the two
new locations would allow
for improved response times
citywide. The modern facilities will also offer a benefit
to firefighters who are interested in working in Fitchburg.

6. New model for
nonprofit funding
Our No. 1 story of 2017
will turn into something to
watch in 2018, as well.
After the Common Council approved $50,000 in
funds for nonprofit in the
2018 budget that was not
earmarked for any specific
organization, this year will
reveal how many nonprofits are interested in using it.
In the past, some funding
had been earmarked for the
Boys and Girls Club of Dane
County and the Badger Prairie Needs Network, but now
any organization must apply
for funding, and it’s limited
to $10,000 per organization.
During the budget process,
when those earmarks were
removed, some in the community came forward and
said they ran nonprofits that
would be interested in applying for funding. Some alders
cited that as reasons not to
give to specific groups.
This year and the results
of that change could play a
major part in determining
whether the new mechanism
is a long-term solution or a
short-term patch.

354 North Main Street Oregon, WI • 608-835-3535

Oregon Manor is seeking applications for
Part-Time and Full-Time CNAs.
We offer competitive wages and benefits.
Qualified candidates need a current WI CNA license.
Come join our professional team of CNAs.
Please apply online at www.oreognmanor.biz
or stop by to complete an application.
EOE

adno=554951-01

Epic’s Horticulture team is looking for dedicated
individuals who enjoy working outdoors and are
up to the challenge of taking care of our campus’
diverse and unique landscape.

Our new Rehabilitation Center is now open so
we are looking to add to our team. You won’t be
disappointed with what we have to offer!

Oregon Manor, a 45-bed skilled nursing facility, is
seeking:
• Housekeeper/Laundry Aide FT
• Dietary Cook/Aide FT
• Activity Associates, days/wknds PT
Positions include every other weekend/Holiday.
Generous pay & benefits package included with FT
positions. No experience necessary. Will train the
correct caring & compassionate candidates.
Please apply at:
www.oregonmanor.biz or
call Colleen at (608) 835-3535
EOE

Fitchburg Star

Seasonal Horticulture

New Glarus
Home, Inc.
adno=555603-01

(608) 845-8787 | 351 Prairie Heights Drive | Verona, WI 53593
www.Baker-Launder.com

adno=553719-01

1. City hiring new
police chief

January 12, 2018

• Quartz Health Insurance • Vision and Dental Insurance
• FIGO Pet Insurance • Competitive Wages
• Short and Long term Disability
•Life Insurance Policies—with a FREE $10,000 Policy to
all employees

CNA Openings

PMs or Nights full or Part Time

Responsibilities include assisting horticulturists
with maintenance of garden areas, green roofs,
orchard, and prairies. You’ll also be responsible
for mowing, trimming, mulching, watering,
weeding, and composting.
We have a number of openings for motivated
landscapers and horticulturists of all experience
levels to join our team from approximately April
through November.
Apply online at careers.epic.com

RN & LPN Openings

Dementia Care RN or LPN - All Shifts - Full and Part-Time
Long Term Care RN or LPN - All Shifts - Full and Part-Time

Apply now at www.nghome.org
adno=554019-01

adno=554745-01
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City Hall - Main Line
Administration
Assessing
Building Inspections
City Clerk
Economic Development

270-4200
270-4213
270-4235
270-4240
270-4210
270-4246

FACTv
Finance
Fire Department
FitchRona
Human Resources
Library
Municipal Court

270-4225
270-4251
278-2980
275-7148
270-4211
729-1760
270-4224

Parks & Forestry
Planning/Zoning
Police
Public Works
Recreation/Community Center
Senior Center
Utilities

270-4288
270-4258
270-4300
270-4260
270-4285
270-4290
270-4270

5520 Lacy Road, Fitchburg, WI 53711 • www.fitchburgwi.gov
adno=553421-01

ADOPT A FIRE HYDRANT
Winter snowfall, with the plowing of snow,
can often hide fire hydrants under a large
amount of snow making them impossible to

find quickly. In the event of a fire, firefighters
have to locate and shovel out fire hydrants
before hooking up to them. Precious time
is lost. Please don’t let your neighborhood
hydrant remain “undercover”.
We are asking that you help us by keeping
the fire hydrant closest to your residence or
business clear of snow. We need a 3-foot
clearance on all sides.
Citizens and civic groups can “adopt” a
hydrant (or hydrants) in their neighborhood.
To adopt a hydrant, please call the Fitchburg
Fire Department at (608) 278-2980.

FITCHBURG SENIOR CENTER
WELLNESS CHECKS NOW AVAILABLE!
Starting January 4th, the Senior Center
will be offering weekly wellness checks by a
volunteer nurse.

No appointment necessary!
Thursdays, 10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Fitchburg Senior Center Wellness Room

PET LICENSES
Pet licenses are available for
the 2018 licensing year. You may
apply for a license in person at
City Hall or by mail. Please note
you must provide a copy of your
current rabies vaccination certificate for each pet you are licensing. If submitting by mail, please include a self-addressed

stamped envelope. For more
information please call 608-2704200 or visit http://www.fitchburgwi.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/105 to download the application or read the brochure.

The first installment for real
property taxes is due January
31st.
Payments made on or before
January 31, 2018 should be made
payable to and mailed to the City
of Fitchburg Treasurer. Do not
include any other payments on
the same check. Postdated checks will not be
honored. Real property payments made after
January 31, 2018 should be made payable to
and mailed to the Dane County Treasurer.
A timely U.S. postmark is adequate for a
payment to be considered paid on time, if the
payment is received within five business days.

You may pay your taxes in
person at City Hall, 5520 Lacy
Road, between 7:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday (Exception: City Hall will
be closed Monday, January 15,
2018 in observance of Martin
Luther King Day.) A drop box is
available 24/7 in the foyer of City Hall. Cash
payments in the drop-box are NOT recommended.
Note: Different rules may apply for Personal
Property Tax.
See: http://www.fitchburgwi.gov/177/TaxCredit-Information for more information.

PROPERTY TAXES FOR HOMEOWNERS:

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Go to www.fitchburgwi.gov/recreation and click on “View Activities”
to see our list of programs for this upcoming season!

Youth Volleyball

This recreational league is
for 5th-8th graders who would
like to have fun learning skills
and getting involved in competition against players at their
own skill level. Practices will be on Sundays
and will start on January 14th. Tournaments
will be played on February 11, 18, 25, March
4, and March 11 against other communities
including: Cross Plains, Verona, Middleton,
Stoughton and Mt. Horeb. The time frame
for tournaments is typically 12:00-3:30 p.m.
Modified rules will be used.
• Ages – 5th Grade, 6th Grade, 7th Grade,
and 8th Grade Leagues
• Day/Time – Sundays, January 14 – March
11, Varying Times
• Location – Stoner Prairie School and
Travelling
• Fee - $60R/$70NR

Dance Classes for Kids

We offer a variety of
dance classes for kids
ages 2-Teen. We offer
Saturday classes and
Tuesday classes. Both
days have an end of the session Dance Recital
which will be held at the Oregon High School
Performing Arts Center.
• Classes Offered - Creative Movement (2-3
yrs), Pre-Ballet 1 (3-5 yrs), Pre-Ballet 2
(4-6 yrs), Ballet 1 (6-8 yrs), Ballet 2 (7-10
yrs), Jazz 1 (4-7 yrs), Jazz 2 (6-9 yrs), Tap 1
(5-7 yrs), Tap 2 (7-10 yrs), Hip Hop (7-12
yrs), and Poms/Dance Team (8-14 yrs)
• Day/Time – Saturday Mornings and
Tuesday Evenings, January - March
• Location – Fitchburg Community Center
• Fee - $78 to $87

This program provides
valuable information for making key decisions before and
after you retire.

Topics covered:

• Estate planning (wills &
trusts, naming beneficiaries, and probate vs
non-probate assets);
• Advanced directives (powers of attorney
for health care and finance)
• Medicare
• Social Security

Friday, February 9th
9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Fitchburg Senior Center
5510 East Lacy Road

Arrive early to visit the
booths from the Dane County
Aging & Disability Resource
Center (ADRC), special
needs trusts, the Board on
Aging and Long-Term Care, and other valuable
resources. Refreshments provided.
Seats are limited. Register today by calling
(608) 243-2881.

HOLIDAY TREE COLLECTION
Holiday tree collection will begin the week
of January 8th. A second
collection will take place
the week of January 22nd.
Actual collection dates may
depend on weather. When
discarding your tree, place
it at the curb by 6:30 am
on Monday morning of the collection week
with the trunk facing the street. Remove all
ornaments, lights, tree stands and tree bags.
In the event of snow, please pull your tree

back from the curb so it
does not become buried
in the snow pushed back
by the plow. Trees that
become frozen or lost in
snow banks might not get
picked up.
For more information
regarding residential refuse
and recycling, please visit the City of Fitchburg
website at: http://www.fitchburgwi.gov/818/
Curbside-Refuse-Recycling-Collection

SNOW & ICE REMOVAL GUIDELINES FOR
CITY OF FITCHBURG PROPERTY OWNERS
Property owners are required to keep
sidewalks clear of snow and ice so that pedestrians can navigate safely. Fitchburg ordinance
states:
Sec. 27-114.- Snow and ice to be
removed from sidewalks.
The owner of each lot or part of lot shall
remove or cause to be removed all snow and
ice which may have fallen or accumulated
upon the sidewalk in front of the premises
which he/she owns not later than 6:00 p.m.
of the day after the same has ceased to fall
or accumulate; provided that when ice has so

Beginner Photography Workshop
for Parents

In this workshop participants will go over
the basics of shooting in manual mode (shutter, aperture, ISO), focusing settings, some
affordable gear talk, composing an image,
and capturing moments. The goal is for all
participants to walk away more confident and
creative so they can begin telling their story
through meaningful photos. Please bring your
camera & the camera manual.
• Ages – Adults
• Day/Time – Saturday, January 20 from
1-4pm.
• Location – Fitchburg Community Center
• Fee - $90

=> Blood Pressure Checks
=> Glucose Checks
=> Weight Monitoring
=> Individual Education on: chronic health
problems, healthy lifestyles, diet, nutrition, medication management and more.

READY, SET, RETIREMENT!

Nurtured Heart Parent Training

Are you ready to
improve your parenting
skills and build a better
relationship with your
children? If so, the revolutionary, Nurtured
Heart Approach is for you! This approach
will help you become the agent of change in
your child’s life. Through the methods recommended in this class, you will see your children
develop “inner wealth” and make choices that
reflect the values and character you believe in.
Your child will come to identify with success.
Program is taught by: Gail K. Anderson, PhD
and Paula Wick, PhD, Advanced Nurtured
Heart Approach trainers and coaches.
• Ages – Adults
• Day/Time – Wednesdays, January 31 –
February 28, 6:00-8:00 pm
• Location – Community Center – Prairie
View Room
• Fee - $75 for an individual or $100 for a
couple

Services Offered:

formed upon any sidewalk that it cannot be
removed, then the owner shall keep the same
effectively sprinkled with sand, salt or other
suitable substance in such manner as to prevent the ice from being dangerous, until such
time as it can be removed, and then it shall be
promptly removed.
The fine for failure to remove snow/ice is
$187. A notice/reminder is typically given to violators on the 1st offense, however NO warning
is given for 2nd & subsequent violations.
Go to wisaltwise.com/homeowner for
guidelines on effective salting and sanding
practices that also protect Fitchburg waterways.

ICE SKATING RINKS OPEN
The ice skating
rinks at McKee Farms
Park and HuegelJamestown Park are
open. Bring your own
skates.

Like us on

www.facebook.com/FitchburgWI and Follow us on

@FitchburgWI
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‘A company with a heart’
Floor360 celebrates 20 years of business in the Fitchburg area with community support
Unified Newspaper Group

It started as a staff of six
in a small office in Madison. Now, two decades later, its products can be found
around the country.
Floor360 celebrated its
20th anniversary Jan. 9. CEO
and founder Bob Tobe sat
down with the Star just a few
minutes after a team meeting
celebrating the success, and a
few minutes before heading
to the airport to take off to a
design conference.
To mark the occasion,
Tobe has planned a few different parties, gave away
anniversary glassware to all
employees and rolled out
some employee-driven wellness committees and new
profit-sharing programs to
help give back to the team.
“It’s just as simple as it
sounds, doing business the
right way,” he said. “We have
to create the right environment to attract quality individuals. You grow with good
people, it’s the only way to
grow.”
Floor360 provides home
flooring services “with a
different twist than the ordinary.” And if you take a minute – or several – to walk
through its Design Mart at
the corporate office (5117
Verona Road), you can see
the staff’s attention to detail.
The Design Mart was built
two years after the company
was established and is full
of thousands of different
materials and patterns, from
carpet to hardwood to tile. A
group of employees greets
customers as they walk
through the door, set with
smiles.
The company specializes in residential and commercial flooring. Veridian
Homes, a construction company based in Madison, has
worked exclusively with the
company for 18 years.
This partnership will
have families walking on
Floor360 product in over
500 new homes this year.
A news release from the
company said more than 50
percent of new construction
homes in the Dane County
area have Floor360 products.
In the two decades since
first establishing the business, the company has
grown to more than 50 regular employees and over 100
consistent subcontractors.
The company is also is a
key sponsor in the national Design for a Difference
movement that helps renovate buildings for nonprofits
at no cost to the organization.
Floor360 also works with
resorts such as the Kalahari and Great Wolf Lodge,
which has its team traveling
around the country – they
recently finished a Kalahari
project in the Pocono Mountains in Pennsylvania.
But more locally, Tobe
started the business because
he saw a need in the Madison area. He chose to stay in
Fitchburg, he said, because
“it’s a good place to call
home and grow a business.”
“We love staying in Fitchburg,” he said. “We have the
bike path right next door, we
have a lot of team members
that bike to work. We put in a

Floor360
517 Verona Road
274-2500
floor360.com
Hours:
Monday and Thursday:
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday: 10 a.m. to
6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
bathroom with a shower and
lockers so people can do that.
Fitchburg has a healthy environment.”
Even though the company’s products can be found
around the country, Tobe
stressed the importance of
community connections.
Strong local connections
to contractors, clients and
retailers that travel and build
outside of the midwest,
where the majority of business is done, are key to the
company’s growth.
“My business philosophy The Floor360 Design Mart showcases the different flooring materials the company provides.
from the beginning has been
about building the business
around relationships,” he
said. “I don’t want to be a bid
house that does things without knowing the people or
the companies.”

Design for a Difference
When a company is as
successful as Floor360,
with an over 2,600 percent
increase in profits since it
started in 1998, it can be
easily assumed that there
have been a lot of success
stories.
Tobe’s favorite relates to
his company’s impact on the
community.
In 2015, Floor360 sponsored the first Design for a
Difference, a national design
movement sponsored by
flooring stores that are members of the International
Design Guild. Participating
businesses provide free interior makeovers to nonprofits
in its area.
Locally, Floor360 led
the makeovers for Center
for Families, The Rainbow
Project and Centro Hispano.
“It was challenging
accomplishing it, but seeing what it has done for the
community and what it has
done for our company – I
knew we had a quality group
of people, but this solidified
that,” he said.
The projects are planned
throughout the year and are
constructed in two weeks.
Last year, over 100 volunteers, 38 team members, and
$600,000 of supplies went
toward the Centro Hispano
project. Centro Hispano
serves over 2,500 families
and 4,000 individuals each
year.
“What I want to be known
for is that we’re a company with a heart,” Tobe said.
“Our tagline that we use is
that at Floor360, we design
to make a difference in your
home and in our community. And that’s what I feel we
do.”
Contact Amber Levenhagen at amber.levenhagen@
wcinet.com.

Photo by Amber Levenhagen

Corre la Voz
Available at a newsstand near you!
Corre la Voz is a monthly Spanish language newspaper
covering the Verona and Fitchburg communities.

Corre la Voz
Disponible en un quiosco cerca de usted!
Corre la Voz es un periódico mensual en español que
cubre las comunidades de Verona y Fitchburg.

Pick up your free copy of Corre la Voz at any of these locations:
Recoja su copia gratuita de Corre la Voz en cualquiera de estas ubicaciones:
Verona
Badger Ridge Middle
School
Country View Elementary
Glacier Edge Elementary
Holiday Inn - Verona
Miller & Sons Supermarket
Sugar Creek Elementary
Verona High School
Verona Public Library
Verona Vision Care
Verona Press

Fitchburg
Certco
Fitchburg Public Library
Kwik Trip (PDQ)
La Concha
La Hacienda
La Michoacana
Latino Chamber of
Commerce
Savanna Oaks Middle
School
Stone Crest Apartments
Stoner Prairie Elementary
The Fountains Apartments

Madison
Centro Hispano
La Concha Bakery
La Hacienda
La Michoacana
Taqueria El Jalapeno

Llame al 608-835-9559
Correo electrónico veronasales@wcinet.com

Corre la Voz

adno=536987-01

AMBER LEVENHAGEN
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Every Day Freshness
EVERY Day,

Miller & Sons has some of the best fresh
produce, quality meats, deli, spirits and more!

210 S. Main St., Verona • 845-6478
Open Daily 6:30am-9:00pm
adno=553400-01

