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Note: This guide does not contain all provisions of the Chapter 23

SmartCode. Please consult Fitchburg Ch. 23 SmartCode for the

complete ordinance.
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SD1 STANDARDS

QUICK SHEET

�ĂƐĞ�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů��ĞŶƐŝƚǇ͗ 12 units/ac. max.

Uses other than Office, Lodging and Industrial: 20% max.

Block Perimeter: 3000’ max. (Block perimeter at the edge of the Community Unit may exceed the

ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ďůŽĐŬ�ƉĞƌŝŵĞƚĞƌ�ďǇ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϭϬй �ďǇ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ�t Ăŝǀ Ğƌ͘���ůŽĐŬ�ƉĞƌŝŵĞƚĞƌƐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ�ďǇ�WĂƐƐĂŐĞƐ�

ŶŽƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϮϬй �ŽĨ�ĞĂĐŚ�dƌĂŶƐĞĐƚ��ŽŶĞ͘��ůŽĐŬ�WĞƌŝŵĞƚĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƌƟĐůĞ�ϯ�ZĞŐƵůĂƟŶŐ�WůĂŶ͘ Ϳ����ďůŽĐŬ�

is defined as the total of private Lots, Passages, Rear Alleys/ Lanes, circumscribed by Thoroughfares.

Lot Width: 60’ min—300’ max (TND/TOD)

Lot Coverage: 80% maximum

dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĐĐƵƉŝĞĚ�ďǇ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ͕ �ƐŚĞĚƐ͕ �ĞŶĐůŽƐƵƌĞƐ͕ �ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕ �ƉĂƟŽƐ͕ �ĚĞĐŬƐ͕ �ƉĂǀ ĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �Ěƌŝǀ ĞͲ

ways, parking areas, walkways or other similar surfaces.

Setbacks Principal: Front (Primary/Secondary): 0’ min.—24’ max.

Side: 0’ min—24’ max .

Rear: 12’ min.

Setbacks Outbuilding: Front: 20’ min. + building setback

Side: 3’ min.

Rear: 3’ min.

Frontage Buildout: 70% min

This is the minimum required percent lot width that shall have building façade at primary setback for the Principal

Frontage only. Façade may vary up to 18” behind the primary setback and count toward requirement.

Building Height: Principal Building: TND/TOD 5 stories max, 2 min

;ϭ�ďǇ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ�t Ăŝǀ ĞƌͿ

Outbuilding: 2 stories max

�ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ��ŝƐƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͗ Edgeyard, Sideyard, Rearyard

Private Frontage: Common Yard, Forecourt, Shopfront, Gallery, Arcade,

WĂƌŬŝŶŐ�>Žƚ�;ďǇ��ĚŵŝŶŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ��ƉƉƌŽǀ Ăů͕��ŽŵŵŽŶ��ŶƚƌǇ�Θ�WůĂŶƚĞƌͿ

Building Use: ^ĞĞ��ƚĂďůĞƐ�ϵ�ĂŶĚ�Ϯϭ�ĂŶĚ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϱ͘ ϴ�ŽĨ��ŚĂƉƚĞƌ�Ϯϯ �̂ ŵĂƌƚ�ŽĚĞ
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TRANSECT STANDARDS

SITE PLANNING

SETBACKS:

The setback is the area of a Lot measured from the Lot line

ƚŽ�Ă�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�&ĂĕĂĚĞ�ŽĨ��ůĞǀ ĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�

ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕ �ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƩ ĞĚ��ŶͲ

ĐƌŽĂĐŚŵĞŶƚƐ�ůŝƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϱ͘ ϳ �ŽĨ��ŚĂƉƚĞƌ�Ϯϯ ͘

LOT LAYERS:

The SmartCode organizes a Lot around Layers. A Layer is a

range of depth of a Lot within which certain elements are

ƉĞƌŵŝƩ ĞĚ͘ ��

First Layer: Frontage Line to the building setback.

(Frontage Line is a Lot Line bordering a Public Frontage.)

Second Layer: Principal Building setback + 20’

Third Layer: End of Second Layer to Rear lot line

FRONTAGE BUILDOUT: (Table 9)

Frontage buildout: the minimum required percent of

lot width that shall have a building Façade at the pri-

mary setback. The primary setback is the line at which

the façade closest to the lot line occurs as is set by the

applicant. All other parts of the Façade shall be be-

tween the primary setback and maximum front set-

back. Porches, stoops and other allowed encroach-

ments do not count as part of the building Façade.

The Façade may vary up to 18” behind the primary

ƐĞƚďĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟůů�ĐŽƵŶƚ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�&ƌŽŶƚĂŐĞ��ƵŝůĚŽƵƚ͘

^ĞĞ�ϱ͘ ϲ ͘ Ϯ;ĨͿ�ĂŶĚ�ϱ͘ ϳ ͘ ϲ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�&ŽƌĞĐŽƵƌƚ�

buildings.

Frontage Buildout

BUILDING DISPOSITION:

�ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�

their Lots according to Table 9 & 26, and are subject to Archi-

tectural Review under Chapter 25 of the Municipal Code.

EXAMPLE
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SD1 TRANSECT STANDARDS

BUILDING DISPOSITION & CONFIGURATION

-���ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�>ŽƚƐ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�dĂďůĞƐ�ϵ�Θ�Ϯϲ ͕ �ĂŶĚ�

are subject to Architectural Review under Chapter 25 of the Municipal Code.

dĂďůĞ�ϭϲ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ��ŝƐƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ

- The Principal Frontage on a corner lot is the Private Frontage designated to bear the address and

Principal Entrance to the building, and the measure of minimum lot width.

- Buildings shall follow Tables 9 & 26 and are subject to Architectural Review under Chapter 25 of the

Municipal Code.
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SD1 TRANSECT STANDARDS

PRIVATE FRONTAGES

The Private Frontage is the privately held Layer between the Frontage Line and the Principal Building Fa-

çade.
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SD1 TRANSECT STANDARDS

BUILDING USE

- Building shall conform to the uses on Tables 9 and 21.

-  A maximum of 20% of SD1 can be uses other than Office, lodging and Industrial. 
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SD1 TRANSECT STANDARDS

Drive & Parking (5.9 & 5.10)

- Parking shall be in accordance with the City of Fitchburg parking standards and is subject to Architectur-

al Review under Chapter 25 of the Municipal Code. (5.9.3(a))

- All parking lots, garages, and Parking Structures shall be located as shown in Table 26.

-  Uncovered parking spaces may be provided within the second and third Layer.  Parking in the first Layer 

ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƩ ĞĚ�ďǇ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ��ƉƉƌŽǀ Ăů͘�;dĂďůĞ�ϮϲͿ

Architecture (5.13):

- Buildings in Special Districts are subject to Architectural Review under Chapter 25 of the Municipal Code.

(5.13.8(a))

Landscaping (5.11):

- Subject to Architectural Review under Chapter 25 and Design Review under Chapter 22 of the Munici-

pal Code. (5.11.6(a))

>ŝŐŚƟŶŐ�;ϱ͘ ϭϱͿ͗

- Subject to Architectural Review under Chapter 25 and Design Review under Chapter 22 of the Munici-

pal Code. (5.15.6(a))

Signage (5.12)

-��̂ ŝŐŶĂŐĞ�ƐŚĂůů�ƵƟůŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŚĂƉƚĞƌ�Ϯϲ�̂ ŝŐŶ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ͘�;ϱ͘ ϭϮ͘ ϲ;ĂͿͿ
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SD1 TRANSECT STANDARDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

Image prepared by PlaceMakers and Architect Eric Brown

E ŽƚĞ͗��dŚŝƐ�ŝŵĂŐĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

buildings and parking placement for SD1,

but do not necessarily comply with all of

the Fitchburg SD1 standards and require-

ŵĞŶƚƐ͘ ���/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶůǇ͘


