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Presentation Highlights

• 27 Years of Success on the 3-R’s

• What's in our Carts, Why Collect Organics?

• Organics Collection Pilot (OCP) Details

• Food Waste Disposers?

• Home Composting?

• OCP Summary

• Upcoming Events



• 1986 - Recycling Committee formed

• 1987 - Recycling Ordinance

• 1988 - Curbside Recycling & Drop
Off Centers started

• 1989 - Curbside Yard Waste
collection starts

• 1990 - Apartment Recycling &
Polystyrene Recycling start

• 1991 to 1996 - Fitchburg wins EPA,
U.S., and State Recycling Awards

• 1993 - Household Medical Waste
(Sharps) Ordinance

• 1994 - Volume-based Collection
begins

• 1996 - Compost Bin Sales start

• 1999 - 1st Solid Waste Sort

27 Years of Success in the 3-R’s
• 2003 - Electronics Recycling Events

start, Home Composting
Workshops, Recycling Drop Off Site

• 2006 - City Cart System starts
• 2007 - Fitchburg Sharps Collection

starts at Bergmann’s and Walgreens
• 2008 – Recycling Drop Off Site

Enlarged
• 2009 – Block Polystyrene Bin at

Recycling Drop Off Site, 2nd Solid
Waste Sort

• 2010 - Organic Waste Survey
• 2011 - Organics Collection Report

completed, MedDrop Box Installed
• 2012 – Organics Collection Pilot

starts, 3rd Solid Waste Sort
• 2013 – Organics Collection Pilot

Expanded



Recent Updates to the 3-R's

http://www.city.fitchburg.wi.us/solidwaste



What’s in our Carts?

2009 Solid Waste Sort
(Refuse & Recycling Carts collected

from 40 homes)

Recycling Findings (% by weight)

• Actual Recycling Rate = 33%

• Potential Recycling Rate        = 48%

• Recommendations: Recycling Cart
Stickers, Advertise Recycling Guide



What’s in our Carts?

Refuse Carts
Refuse Findings           (% by weight)

• Food waste = 27%

• Soiled paper = 15%

Total Compostable Organics = 42%

Goal:  Divert Organics from Landfill



What’s in our Carts?

2012 Solid Waste Sort
(Refuse, Recycling & Organics Carts

collected from 40 homes)

Recycling Findings (% by weight)

• Actual Recycling Rate = 41%

• Potential Recycling Rate        = 53%

• Recommendations: Continue
enhancements to Recycling Guide



What’s in our Carts?

Refuse Carts (2012)
Refuse Findings           (% by weight)

• Food waste = 21%

• Soiled paper = 14%

• Pet Waste                               = 8%

Total Compostable Organics = 43%

Diapers = 18%

• Recommendations: Continue
enhancements to Organics Pilot



1. Reduces waste disposal costs
2. Saves landfill space
3. Keeps nutrients in "The Loop"

Why Collect Organics?
1.

2. 3.



Food Waste Disposers = $$$

=&

1. Uses Electricity at Home & WWTP ($)
2. Uses Water ($)
3. Can clog home and public sanitary sewer pipes ($)
4. WWTF needs to dispose of solids ($)



Organics Collection 2012 Pilot Details

• ~300 Households Invited

http://www.city.fitchburg.wi.us/Organics



Organics Collection Pilot Details



What Can go in the Carts
 Fruit and Vegetable

scraps
 Grains (eg. bread,

bagels, tortillas, etc)
 Meats, Fats, Bones
 Coffee grounds &

filters
 Soiled Paper Items

(eg. Soiled napkins,
paper towels, pizza
boxes)

 Pet waste (currently
can include kitty litter)

What Can’t go in the Carts
 Non-Compostable

Plastic bags
 Dirty diapers (this may

change during the
course of the Pilot)

 Other household refuse
or recyclables

Organics Collection Pilot Details



 Where do I put the
supplies?

 How do I use the
supplies?

 Calling the
Superkids Hotline
270-4264

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_emb
edded&v=LgTwDOckvoo

Organics Collection Pilot Details



Recycling Week -
Okay

Recycling Week - Preferred

Refuse Week - Okay

Organics Collection Pilot Details



Tonnage Collected (April – Dec. 2012)
• Organics =   26.8 Tons

• Refuse = 117.5 Tons

• Based on 2012 Waste Sort Percentages, Here’s what the
numbers could have been if everyone sorted perfectly

• Organics =  105 Tons

• Recyclables = 100 Tons

• Refuse = 40 Tons

2012 Collection Pilot Tonnage



Organics Collection in 2013

Adding ~75
more

households
on April 2,

2013



Concerns Expressed in the Survey
• Availability of compostable bags

• Odors and cleaning of cart

• Pests and animals

• Lack of space for organics cart and kitchen pail

2012 Collection Pilot Survey Summary



2012 Collection Pilot Survey Summary

Suggestions
• Advertise locations for compostable bags

• Pick up every week; especially during the summer

• More marketing/education: newsletter articles, e-
mail, information packet, website, social media

• Promote home composting



Next Steps: Outreach on Compostable
bag options



Next Steps: Home Composting



Upcoming Events

April 2 - Organics Curbside Collection
Expansion Starts
May 4 - Home Compost Bin and Rain Barrel
Sale
Other Ideas for Events?



Presentation Summary

• 25 Years of Success on the 3-R’s

• What's in our Carts, Why Collect Organics?

• Organics Collection Pilot (OCP) Details

• Food Waste Disposers? no.

• Home Composting? YES!

• Upcoming Events



Questions?

Contact Information:
Rick Eilertson (270-4264)

rick.eilertson@city.fitchburg.wi.us

www.city.fitchburg.wi.us/Organics


